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GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-1

History

1. The French Revolution was both a political and social
revolution. Critically analyse.(150 words)

Approach:
® Introduce your answer by highlighting French
Revolution

® In the body, argue how it was a political and social
revolution.

® Next, mention the limitations of the revolution.
® Conclude accordingly.

Introduction:

The French Revolution (1789-1799) was a watershed
moment in world history that transformed France and
reshaped modern political thought.

® Triggered by fiscal crisis, social inequality, and
Enlightenment ideas, it challenged the Ancien Régime
and questioned inherited authority.
® |t was both a political revolution, restructuring the
state and sovereignty, and a social revolution, seeking
to remake society on principles of liberty and equality.
Body:
The French Revolution As A Political Revolution

® End Of Absolute Monarchy And Rise Of Popular
Sovereignty: The Revolution dismantled absolute
monarchy and asserted that sovereignty resided in the
nation rather than the king.

@ The execution of Louis XVI symbolised the
rejection of divine-right rule and the triumph of
popular will.

® Constitutionalism And Rule Of Law: The Revolution
introduced a written constitution that limited arbitrary
power and affirmed legal equality.

€ Law became an expression of the general will,
replacing royal decrees.

® Expansion Of Political Participation: Political clubs,
assemblies, and elections widened political
engagement, especially among the bourgeoisie.

€ |Institutions like the National Assembly reflected
a shift from elite to representative politics.
® Emergence Of Republican Ideals: The abolition of
monarchy in 1792 and the proclamation of the Republic
marked a radical political transformation.
@ Concepts such as citizenship, nationalism, and
civic duty became central to governance.
The French Revolution As A Social Revolution

® Abolition Of Feudal Privileges: The August Decrees
(1789) abolished feudal dues, tithes, and aristocratic
privileges, ending a centuries-old hierarchical social
order.
€ This legally dismantled inequality based on birth.

® Assertion Of Equality And Individual Rights: The
Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen
proclaimed equality before law and individual
freedoms.
@ It challenged traditional social distinctions and

legitimised social mobility.

® Transformation Of Church And Society: The Church’s
landholdings were confiscated, and clergy were
brought under state control.
@ This weakened ecclesiastical dominance and

secularised social life.

® Rise Of The Bourgeoisie: The Revolution enabled the
bourgeoisie to dominate social and economic life,
replacing aristocratic privilege with wealth and merit
as markers of status.

Limitations:
® Of Political Revolution
€ Political Instability And Violence: Frequent

regime changes, from constitutional monarchy to

republic to dictatorship, created instability.

O The Reign of Terror undermined political
freedoms in the name of revolutionary
survival.

€ Concentration Of Power: Despite egalitarian
ideals, power often concentrated in revolutionary
elites or committees.
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O Napoleon’srise later curtailed republicanism
through authoritarian rule.

€ Exclusion Of Large Sections: Women, peasants,
and the poor had limited political voice. Universal
political equality remained more aspirational than
real.

® Of Social Revolution

€ Incomplete Social Equality: While legal privileges
were abolished, economic inequality persisted.
O The Revolution benefited the bourgeoisie

more than the working classes.

€ Limited Emancipation Of Women: Despite
participation in revolutionary movements,
women were denied political rights and excluded
from citizenship.

€ Rural And Colonial Exclusions: Peasant grievances
were only partially addressed, and revolutionary
ideals were inconsistently applied in colonies,
where slavery initially continued.

Conclusion:

The French Revolution was undeniably both a political
and social revolution, dismantling absolutism and feudal
hierarchy while promoting equality and citizenship. Yet, its
transformative ideals were unevenly realised, constrained
by violence, exclusion, and new forms of domination.
However, its enduring legacy lies not in perfection, but in
redefining the modern relationship between state, society,
and individual rights.

2. TheTreaty of Versailles and subsequent post—World War
| settlements sowed the seeds of long-term instability.
Analyze how boundary reconfigurations contributed to
political and social tensions in Europe. (250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce your answer by mentioning the Treaty of
Versailles, and the Paris Peace Settlements.

® In the body,analyse political and social tensions
arising from Boundary Reconfigurations in Europe.

® Conclude accordingly.
Introduction:

The Treaty of Versailles (1919) and the subsequent
post—World War | peace settlements redrew Europe’s

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation January, 2026 n

political map after the collapse of the German, Austro-
Hungarian, Ottoman and Russian empires.
® While guided by the principle of self-determination,
boundary reconfigurations were shaped by victors’
strategic interests and punitive objectives.
® Thisresulted in artificial borders, ethnic fragmentation
and persistent grievances, which sowed the seeds of
long-term political and social instability in Europe.
Body
Political Tensions Arising from Boundary Reconfigurations
® Creation of Artificial States with Ethnic Fragmentation:
Newly Czechoslovakia,
Yugoslavia and Poland included large ethnic minorities.

created states such as
€ Forexample, Sudeten Germans in Czechoslovakia
felt excluded from political power.

@ These internal divisions weakened state cohesion
and made democratic governance difficult.

® Rise of Revisionist and Irredentist Politics: Defeated
states suffered major territorial losses. Germany lost
Alsace-Lorraine while Hungary lost nearly two-thirds
of its territory under the Treaty of Trianon.

@ These losses generated revisionist nationalism,
as political leaders mobilised popular resentment
to demand border changes, destabilising the
European order.

® Weak Buffer States and Strategic Instability: The
creation of small buffer states in Eastern Europe
resulted in politically fragile and militarily weak
countries.

@ Lacking strong alliances or economic foundations,
these states became vulnerable to pressure from
Germany and the Soviet Union, undermining
collective security mechanisms.

® Undermining of International Institutions: Selective
enforcement of minority protection treaties under the
League of Nations reduced its credibility.

€ Many states viewed these arrangements as
external interference, weakening faith in
international governance and peaceful dispute
resolution.
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Social Tensions Generated by Boundary Changes

® Minority Marginalisation and Identity Conflicts:

Boundary changes converted millions into ethnic

minorities overnight.

€ Discrimination in language, education and
employment intensified identity conflicts,
particularly among Germans in Eastern Europe
and Hungarians in Transylvania.

Forced Migration and Refugee Crises: Redrawn

borders caused large-scale population displacement

and refugee movements.

@ These sudden demographic shifts strained
housing, employment and welfare systems,
fuelling social unrest.

Rise of Extreme Nationalism and Fascism: Social

insecurity, humiliation and economic hardship created

fertile ground for fascist and ultra-nationalist
movements, particularly in Germany and Italy, which
promised national revival through territorial revision.

Breakdown of Multi-Ethnic Coexistence: The transition

from flexible imperial rule to rigid nation-states

reduced tolerance for diversity.

€ Multi-ethnic coexistence gave way to exclusionary
nationalism, deepening societal polarisation.

Conclusion

In essence, Europe’s interwar instability stemmed

not only from punitive peace terms but from boundary
reconfigurations divorced from social realities and political
viability. By institutionalising ethnic divisions, legitimising
revisionism and weakening state structures, the post—-World
War | settlements produced a fragile peace. The experience
highlights that durable stability requires inclusive political
arrangements and legitimate boundaries, rather than
imposed cartographic solutions.

Indian Heritage and Culture

3.

Bhakti and Sufi traditions played a transformative role in
shaping India’s socio-cultural landscape. Discuss their
contributions to religious harmony, vernacular literature,
and popular culture. (250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce your answer by highlighting origin and
their philosophy .
® Inthe body, argue how they played a transformative
role in religious harmony, vernacular literature, and
popular culture.
® Briefly mention their limitations .

® Conclude accordingly.

Introduction:

The Bhakti and Sufi traditions emerged between the
8"—17* centuries as spiritual responses to rigid ritualism,
caste hierarchies, and religious exclusivity in medieval India.

® Bhakti grew within Hindu society emphasizing personal
devotion, while Sufism evolved as a mystical stream of

Islam focused on inner purification.

® Together, they reshaped India’s socio-cultural
landscape by promoting inclusivity, vernacular
expression, and shared cultural spaces.
Body:
Contribution To Religious Harmony:

® Rejection Of Religious Orthodoxy And Ritualism: Both

Bhakti saints and Sufi mystics challenged rigid rituals,

priestly dominance, and external symbols of faith.

€ Saints like Kabir openly criticized both
Brahmanical ritualism and Islamic formalism,
arguing that true devotion lay in inner purity
rather than outward practices.

O This reduced sectarian boundaries and
encouraged mutual respect.
® Emphasis On Universal Love And Human Equality:

Bhakti and Sufi teachings stressed love for God as

inseparable from love for humanity.

@ Sufi saints such as Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti
preached compassion and service to all,
irrespective of caste or religion.

€ Similarly, Bhakti saints emphasized spiritual
equality, weakening caste-based discrimination.

® Creation Of Shared Sacred Spaces: Sufi dargahs and

Bhakti pilgrimage centers became inclusive spaces

where people of different faiths participated together.

Prepare with DrishtilAS
IAS Current —Wﬁ; Drishti

W EILH
Test Series

SCAN ME

Affairs Module > Learning >
Course l"[ g ||

i -.-:_
SCAN ME SCAN ME



www.drishtiias.com

€ The Ajmer Dargah or Varkari pilgrimage to
Pandharpur illustrate how devotional practices
fostered everyday interfaith  interaction,
strengthening social cohesion at the grassroots.

Contribution To Vernacular Literature

Use Of Local Languages For Spiritual Expression:
Bhakti and Sufi saints deliberately used vernacular
languages instead of Sanskrit or Persian to reach the
masses.
€ Saints like Mirabai composed devotional poetry
in Rajasthani and Braj, while Sufi poets wrote in
Hindavi and Punjabi, making spiritual ideas
accessible to common people.
Expansion Of Regional Literary Traditions: Bhakti
literature enriched regional languages such as Marathi,
Tamil, Bengali, and Hindi.
€ TheVaishnava Bhaktimovement under Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu strengthened Bengali literature
through kirtans and devotional songs, while Sufi
compositions influenced Urdu literary traditions.
Fusion Of Persian And Indic Literary Forms: Sufi poets
blended Persian literary aesthetics with Indian linguistic
traditions.
€ Amir Khusrau played a pioneering role in shaping
Hindavi poetry and enriched Indian literature
through riddles, ghazals, and devotional songs,
reflecting cultural synthesis.

Contribution To Popular Culture

UPSC

Development Of Devotional Music And Performance
Traditions: Bhakti gave rise to bhajans, kirtans, and
abhangas, while Sufism popularized gawwali and
sama.

@ These musical forms transcended religious
boundaries and became part of India’s collective
cultural heritage, still performed across
communities today.

Influence On Folk Traditions And Oral Culture: Stories
of Bhakti saints and Sufi mystics entered folklore,
village performances, and oral storytelling traditions.

@ Their lives and teachings were narrated through
folk theatre, songs, and festivals, embedding
spiritual values into everyday cultural life.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation January, 2026 n

Promotion Of Syncretic Cultural Practices: The
interaction of Bhakti and Sufi ideas encouraged
syncretic customs, language styles, and festivals.

@ Shared participation in Urs celebrations or
devotional singing reflects how these traditions
shaped a composite popular culture beyond
formal religious identities.

Limitations of Bhakti And Sufi Traditions
® Limited Structural Challenge To Social Inequalities:

While preaching equality, many Bhakti and Sufi
movements did not directly dismantle entrenched
caste and gender hierarchies in society, limiting their
transformative potential at the institutional level.

@ For instance, saints like Kabir denounced caste
distinctions, yet caste hierarchies continued
within temple institutions and village society.

€ Similarly, many Sufi khangahs preached equality
but operated within existing feudal and social
frameworks.

Regional And Sectarian Fragmentation: Over time,
both traditions fragmented into organized sects,
sometimes losing their original inclusiveness.

€ The Bhakti movement diversified into Shaiva,
Vaishnava, and Nirguna-Saguna traditions,
occasionally leading to theological disputes, as
seen between followers of Ramananda and
orthodox Brahmanical groups. In Sufism, silsila
rivalries sometimes reduced spiritual openness.

Decline Under Political And Religious Polarization:

Colonial interventions and later communal politics

weakened syncretic traditions, marginalizing their

influence in public life and reducing their role in
promoting interfaith harmony.

@ For example, composite cultural practices once
associated with figures like Amir Khusrau
gradually declined as religious identities
hardened during the colonial and post-colonial
periods, limiting their integrative influence in
modern society.

Conclusion:

Bhakti and Sufi traditions profoundly humanized religion

by emphasizing devotion, love, and inclusivity over rigid
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dogma. Through vernacular literature, shared sacred spaces,
and popular cultural forms, they fostered religious harmony
and cultural synthesis in India. Despite limitations, their
legacy remains central to India’s pluralistic and composite
socio-cultural identity.

4. Indian temple architecture reflects regional diversity
within a shared civilisational framework. Discuss with
suitable examples from Nagara, Dravida, and Vesara
styles.( 250 words).

Approach:
® Introduce your answer by highlighting regional
diversity in temple architecture.
® |In the body, mention the key features of these
architectures.
® Next, argue how these regional diversity are broadly
under a shared civilisational framework.

® Conclude accordingly.
Introduction:

Indian temple architecture displays remarkable
regional diversity shaped by geography, materials, dynastic
patronage, and local aesthetics, while remaining rooted in a
common sacred vision.

® For instance, the curvilinear shikharas of Khajuraho in
central India contrast sharply with the massive
gopurams of Madurai, yet both serve the same
civilisational purpose of housing the divine.
Body:
Key Features of Nagara, Dravida, and Vesara styles.
® Nagara Style (Northern India)
@ Curvilinear Shikhara: The most distinctive feature
of Nagara temples is the curving shikhara rising
directly above the garbhagriha, symbolising

Mount Meru.

O Example: Kandariya Mahadeva Temple,
Khajuraho, with its clustered soaring
shikharas.

€ Panchayatana Layout: Many Nagara temples
follow a panchayatana plan, with a central shrine
surrounded by four subsidiary shrines.
O Example: Lakshmana Temple, Khajuraho.

€ Minimal Boundary Walls: Nagara temples
generally lack massive enclosure walls, giving
primacy to the sanctum and vertical elevation.
O Example: Sun Temple, Modhera, Gujarat.

€ Rich Sculptural Ornamentation: Walls are
profusely carved with deities, celestial beings,
and narrative panels reflecting social and religious
life.
O Example: Erotic and mythological sculptures

of Khajuraho temples.
® Dravida Style (Southern India)

€ Pyramidical Vimana: Dravida temples are
characterised by a stepped, pyramidal vimana
over the sanctum, contrasting with the Nagara
shikhara.
O Example: Brihadeeswara Temple, Thanjavur.

€ Dominant Gopurams: Towering gopurams at the
entrances dominate the temple complex and
skyline, often taller than the vimana.

Amman

O Example: Meenakshi

Madurai.
@ Enclosed Temple Complexes: Dravida temples are
enclosed within multiple prakara walls, reflecting
their role as socio-religious centres.

Temple,

O Example:
Srirangam.

Ranganathaswamy  Temple,
€ Integration With Urban Life: These temples
functioned as economic and cultural hubs, linked
to markets, festivals, and royal patronage.
O Example: Temples formed the backbone of
Chola society, serving as pivotal centres of
religious life, economic activity, political
authority, and cultural expression.
® Vesara Style (Deccan Region)
@ Synthesis Of Nagara And Dravida Elements:
Vesara architecture blends the verticality of
Nagara with the structural solidity of Dravida
styles.
O Example: Virupaksha Temple, Pattadakal.
€ Experimentation in Ground Plans: Temples often
show innovative layouts, including stellate (star-
shaped) plans.
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O Example: Hoysaleswara Temple, Halebidu.
@ Intricate Sculptural Detailing: Vesara temples are
known for dense, finely detailed carvings covering
almost every surface.
O Example: Chennakesava Temple, Belur.
€ Use Of Local Materials And Techniques:
Soapstone and lathe-turned pillars allowed
greater ornamental precision.
O Example: Hoysala temples of Karnataka.
Shared Civilisational Framework

® Common Sacred Geometry And Cosmology: All three
styles follow principles of Vastu Shastra, with axial
alignment and symbolism.
€ Example: Garbhagriha as the cosmic centre
across Nagara, Dravida, and Vesara temples.
® Shared Religious Iconography: Despite stylistic
differences, deities, mythological themes, and ritual
practices remain consistent.
€ Example: Shiva temples across Khajuraho,
Thanjavur, and Pattadakal.
® Temple As a Microcosm Of The Universe: Temples
symbolise the cosmic order, integrating art, astronomy,
and spirituality.
€ Example: Solar alignment in Modhera and
Konark temples.
® Continuity Of Ritual And Purpose: Regional forms
differ, but the spiritual function of worship, pilgrimage,
and community life remains uniform.
Conclusion:

Indian temple architecture exemplifies unity in
diversity, where Nagara, Dravida, and Vesara styles express
regional identities without fragmenting the shared
civilisational ethos. Together, they reflect a continuous
architectural tradition rooted in common spiritual ideals
and cultural continuity.

Indian Society

5. Population growth in India is no longer a uniform
challenge but a region-specific phenomenon. Discuss the
demographic diversity across states and its implications
for governance and federal policy planning. (250 words)

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation January, 2026 n

Approach:
® Introduce your answer by highlighting region specific
uneven growth.
® |In the body, discuss Demographic Diversity Across

States

® Discuss implication of Demographic Diversity for
governance.

® Next, discuss its implication on federal policy
planning.

® Suggest some remedies.

® Conclude accordingly.
Introduction:

According to the National Family Health Survey-5
(2019-21), India’s Total Fertility Rate (TFR) has declined to
2.0, putting the country effectively below the replacement
level (2.1).

® However, this national average masks a sharp
“Demographic Divergence”: while the southern and
western states transitioned to low fertility decades
ago, the northern and central states (EAG states)
continue to drive population growth.
Body:
Demographic Diversity Across States
® The “Stragglers” (North & Central India): States like
Bihar (TFR ~3.0) and Uttar Pradesh (2.4) still have high
fertility rates. They possess a massive “youth bulge”
and will supply the bulk of India’s workforce for the
next two decades.
® The “Achievers” (South & West India): States like
Kerala (1.8) and Tamil Nadu (1.4) have TFRs comparable
to developed European nations.

@ Forinstance, the southern states’ share of India’s
population has declined sharply, falling from
24.8% in 1971 to 19.9% in 2021.

@ These states are rapidly transitioning into “ageing
societies” where the dependency ratio of the
elderly is rising.

Implications for Governance

® Pressure on Human Development Delivery: High-
fertility states face strain on education, healthcare,
nutrition, and housing systems.
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@ For example, Bihar and UP continue to record
higher maternal mortality and lower learning
outcomes, as rapid population growth dilutes
per-capita public spending. Governance focus
here shifts to quantity and access, often at the
cost of quality.

Employment and Skill Mismatch: Youth-heavy states
must generate jobs at scale to avoid demographic
distress.

@ However, periodic labour surveys show that
formal job creation is concentrated in low-fertility
states like Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, and Gujarat.

€ This mismatch fuels informal employment,
migration, and underemployment, challenging
local governance capacity.

Migration Management and Urban Governance:

Demographic asymmetry drives large-scale inter-state

migration from UP, Bihar, and Odisha to southern and
western states.

€ Destination states face pressure on urban
infrastructure, housing, transport, and civic
services, while migrants often lack access to local
welfare due to documentation and language
barriers.

Ageing and Social Sector Governance: Low-fertility
states are entering an ageing phase earlier. Kerala
already has over 16% population above 60 years,
increasing demand for geriatric healthcare, pensions,
and long-term care.

€ Governance priorities here shift from expansion
to sustainability and productivity enhancement.

Implications for Federal Policy Planning

UPSC
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Fiscal Federalism and Resource Allocation: Population-

based criteria in Finance Commission devolution risk

penalising states that achieved early population

stabilisation.

€ Southern states argue that higher transfers to
fast-growing reduce
demographic control, raising debates on fairness
versus need-based allocation.

states incentives for

Political Representation and Delimitation: Future
parliamentary delimitation based purely on population
could significantly increase seats for high-fertility
states, altering the federal balance.

@ This has implications for political equity, regional
voice, and cooperative federalism, necessitating
consensus-driven reforms.

Labour and Welfare Portability: Federal planning must
adapt to a mobile population.

€ |Initiatives like One Nation One Ration Card and
e-Shram portal reflect attempts to de-link welfare
from domicile, but uneven implementation
across states limits effectiveness.

National Development Strategy Alignment: Uniform
national policies—whether in health, education, or
employment—risk inefficiency in a demographically
diverse country.

@ For example, skilling policies must differ between
job-scarce youth-heavy states and labour-deficit
ageing states, requiring flexible federal
frameworks.

Suggested Remedies

Adopt Differentiated, State-Specific Demographic
Strategies: India requires a shift from uniform
population control approaches to context-sensitive
demographic governance.

@ High-fertility states need a focus on family
planning and reproductive health., while low-
fertility and ageing states should prioritise active
ageing policies, higher labour force participation
(especially women and elderly), and managed
migration.

Reform Fiscal Devolution Formulas: Along with
population size, criteria such as fertility decline, ageing
burden, health outcomes, and migration inflows
should be incorporated by Finance Commissions.

@ This would ensure that states which achieved
early population stabilisation are not fiscally
disadvantaged.

Strengthen Inter-State Coordination on Migration and

Labour Welfare: With rising inter-state labour mobility,

governance must move beyond domicile-based
frameworks.
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€ States should coordinate on portable social
security, common skill certification, migrant
housing, and urban service delivery.

® Invest in Women’s Education:Evidence shows that
female education and workforce participation are the
strongest determinants of fertility decline.

€@ Expanding secondary schooling, reproductive
healthcare, nutrition, and safe employment
opportunities for women in states like Bihar and
Uttar Pradesh can accelerate demographic
transition.

® Promote Lifelong Skilling in Ageing States: As
workforce growth slows in southern and western
states, sustaining economic momentum will require
higher labour productivity rather than labour
quantity.

@ Policies should promote automation, digital
technologies, up-skilling of mid-career workers,
delayed retirement options, and integration of
migrant labour.

Conclusion

India’s population challenge is no longer about “how
many” but “where and at what stage”. Managing this
demographic diversity demands asymmetric governance,
flexible federal policy planning, and cooperative federalism.
Recognising population as a region-specific developmental
variable—rather than a national aggregate—is essential
to convert India’s demographic diversity into a sustainable
demographic dividend.

6. Discuss the impact of the declining joint family system
on social security, care economy, and inter-generational
relations in India. (250 words)

Approach:

® Introduce your answer by highlighting the trend of
nuclearisation in Indian families.

® In the body, explain how these trends are impacting
the care economy, social security and
intergenerational relations in India.

® Also give key arguments to how decline of the joint
family has also acted as a catalyst for individual
growth and modernization.

® Conclude accordingly.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation January, 2026 n

Introduction

India is witnessing a steady nuclearisation of families
driven by urbanisation, migration, rising education levels,
and changing aspirations. Since the 1990s, more than half
of India’s households were recorded as nuclear, with joint
families making up 16% of all households, and subsequent
surveys and urban trends suggest a further shift toward
nuclear families.

® This transformation, while enhancing individual
autonomy, has profound consequences for social
security, the care economy, and inter-generational
relations.
Body:
Impact of the Declining Joint Family System:
® On Social Security

€ Erosion Of Informal Social Protection: Joint
families traditionally acted as shock absorbers

during illness, unemployment, or financial
distress.
O Nuclear families lack such internal

redistribution, increasing dependence on
formal welfare systems.

€ Greater Reliance On State And Market: Old-age
pensions, health insurance, and social assistance
schemes have become crucial as familial support
weakens, especially for the elderly living
separately from children.

€ Elderly Economic And Social Insecurity: Older
persons without joint family support often face
financial issues and reduced care, necessitating
state interventions like the Atal Pension Yojana.

€ Asset Fragmentation: The division of ancestral
property and landholdings due to family partitions
has reduced the economic viability of agriculture,
pushing rural families into distress.

® On The Care Economy

€ Rising Dependence On Paid Care Services: The
decline of joint families has reduced the
availability of in-house caregivers for children,
the elderly, and the sick.
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O As a result, households increasingly rely on
paid domestic workers, daycare centres, and
elder-care facilities, though in a way

expanding the formal and informal care
economy.

@ Increased Care Burden On Women: In nuclear
families, care responsibilities are concentrated on
fewer members, disproportionately women.

O Without support from extended kin, working
women face greater time poverty, affecting
their labour force participation and career
progression.

@ Loss Of Informal Care Networks: Joint families
earlier enabled sharing of care work among
multiple adults.

O Nuclearisation removes this informal safety
net, increasing physical and emotional stress
on caregivers.

€ Unequal Access To Quality Care: While care
services are expanding, high costs and uneven
availability mean that poorer households struggle
to access reliable childcare and elderly care,
deepening social inequality.

€ Institutionalization of Elderly Care: Care for the
aged is shifting from a “moral duty” to a “paid
service.” There is a rising demand for Old Age
Homes and assisted living facilities, which remains
a stigma in Indian society and is unaffordable for
many

® On Inter-Generational Relations

€ Reduced Daily Interaction And Bonding: Physical
separation due to migration and separate
residences limits everyday contact between
grandparents, parents, and children, weakening
emotional ties.

€ Weakening of Value Transmission: Joint families
played a key role in transmitting cultural values,
traditions, and conflict-resolution skills.

reduce these inter-

O Nuclear families

generational learning spaces.

® Emancipation

¢ The “Empty Nest” Syndrome: With children
migrating for work and living in nuclear setups,
elderly parents face acute social isolation and
loneliness, leading to a rise in geriatric mental
health issues (depression, anxiety).

€ Changing Norms Of Care And Responsibility:

Younger generations increasingly prioritise
mobility and individual choice, reshaping
expectations of reciprocal care between
generations.

However, this structural shift is not entirely detrimental.

The decline of the joint family has also acted as a catalyst for
individual growth and modernization in several ways:

of Women (Reduced Patriarchal
Control): The joint family often
hierarchies where women (especially daughters-in-
law) had little voice.

imposed rigid

€ Nuclear setups provide women with greater
autonomy in household decision-making.

@ Practices like “Ghoonghat” (veiling) and
restrictions on movement or employment are
often less enforced in nuclear households.

Individual Autonomy and Domestic Harmony

(Freedom of Choice): Individuals can make independent

decisions regarding marriage, career, and lifestyle

without the pressure of “family honor” or the
consensus of elders.

@ Proponents argue that physical separation
reduces the chronic daily conflicts (e.g., property
disputes, mother-in-law/daughter-in-law
clashes) often prevalent in large households.
(however, it can also lead to the entrenchment
and invisibilization of domestic abuse)

Economic Efficiency (Labor Mobility): A nuclear family

is mobile. It allows the workforce to migrate easily to

cities or industrial hubs where jobs are, which is
difficult for a large joint family rooted to land.

@ In joint families (especially agrarian), many
members contribute marginally but share the
income.
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@ Nuclearization forces individuals to seek
productive employment outside, reducing
dependency.

Conclusion:

The decline of the joint family system reflects India’s
socio-economic transformation, offering greater autonomy
but weakening traditional support structures. Its impact
on the care economy, social security, and inter-generational
relations underscores the need to strengthen formal welfare
systems, community support mechanisms, and age-friendly
policies to complement changing family forms in modern
India.

Geography

7. Urbanisation in India has increasingly ignored
geomorphological and hydrological constraints.Discuss
how this has contributed to urban floods and
environmental degradation. (250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce your answer by highlighting recent
incidents.
® In the body, argue how ignoring these constraints
contributes to urban floods.
® Briefly give some measures to address Neglect and
Urban Vulnerability.

® Conclude accordingly.
Introduction:

India’s rapid urbanisation has frequently ignored natural
landforms and drainage systems, with floodplains, wetlands,
and river channels being converted into built-up areas.

® Recurrent floods in cities like Chennai and Bengaluru
show how neglect of geomorphological and
hydrological realities turns heavy rainfall into human-
induced disasters, while also accelerating
environmental degradation and undermining urban
sustainability.
Body:
Ignoring Geomorphology and Hydrology- Fueling Urban
Floods & Environmental Degradation:
® Soil Sealing and the “Flash Flood” Effect: In natural
landscapes, geomorphology dictates where water

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation January, 2026 n

infiltrates or flows. Urbanization replaces permeable
soil with impervious surfaces like concrete and asphalt.

@ This “seals” the soil, preventing infiltration and
forcing water to become immediate surface
runoff.

€ Due to this peak flood discharge can increase by
1.8 to 8 times its natural level, and runoff volume
can grow by up to 6 times. (NDMA).

Encroachment on Natural Floodplains:
Geomorphologically, floodplains are the “safety
valves” of a river. They are flat areas designed to hold
excess water during surges. Ignoring this and building
on these lands removes the river’s capacity to store
water.

€ When a river cannot expand sideways into its
natural floodplain, the water level rises higher
and moves faster, causing “fluvial” (river)
flooding in developed areas.

@ For example, in Mumbai, construction on
reclaimed land and obstruction of tidal creeks like
the Mithi River worsened the 2005 floods, when
nearly 944 mm of rain fell in 24 hours.

Destruction of “Urban Sponges” (Wetlands and
Lakes): Hydrology relies on low-lying areas such as
wetlands, marshes, and lakes, to act as natural
detention basins. When these are filled in for real
estate, the city loses its natural storage capacity.

€ Without these “sponges,” even moderate rainfall
canlead to severe waterlogging as the engineered
drainage systems are quickly overwhelmed.

Disruption of Groundwater Recharge & Subsidence:
Ignoring hydrology doesn’t just cause too much water
on top; it causes problems underneath. By blocking
infiltration, cities prevent the recharge of aquifers.

€ As cities pump out groundwater for a growing
population but fail to put any back in (due to
paved surfaces), the land can actually sink
(subsidence), making the city even lower and
more prone to flooding.

@ For instance, Joshimath in Uttarakhand has
witnessed land subsidence due to excessive
groundwater extraction, unplanned construction,
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and obstruction of natural drainage in a fragile

Himalayan geomorphological setting.
The “Urban Heat Island” and Hydrological Feedback:
Geomorphology is not just about height, it’s also about
thermal properties. Natural landscapes (forests and
wetlands) regulate temperature through
evapotranspiration. When these are replaced by
concrete, the city traps heat.

@ This “Urban Heat Island” (UHI) effect can actually
alter local weather patterns. Hotter air over cities
can trigger more intense, localized “convective”
rainfall.

@ The city creates its own “micro-monsoons,”
dumping massive amounts of water on a surface
that is already hydrologically “sealed,” leading to
instant flooding.

Measures to Address Geomorphological and Hydrological
Neglect and Urban Vulnerability:

UPSC

2026

Mains E UPSC Fate
Test Series > o Classroom > %{ﬂ
O Flags 2

Protect and Restore Natural Flood Buffers: Protecting
and restoring urban wetlands, floodplains, lakes, and
mangroves should be a priority, as these ecosystems
act as natural sponges during heavy rainfall.

@ Cities should adopt the sponge city concept by
integrating permeable surfaces, urban wetlands,
and green infrastructure to absorb and regulate
rainwater, thereby reducing floods and improving
groundwater recharge.

@ Scientific mapping using GIS, legal notification of
wetlands and floodplains, and strict anti-
encroachment measures can prevent further
degradation and help revive the natural flood-
regulation capacity of cities.

Integrate Terrain and Water in Urban Planning: Urban
planning must incorporate geomorphological and
hydrological realities by adopting watershed-based
and terrain-sensitive master plans.

@ Strict enforcement of floodplain zoning, coastal
regulation norms, and hill-area construction
guidelines is essential to prevent construction in
ecologically fragile and flood-prone zones.

® Upgrade Climate-Resilient Drainage Infrastructure:
Cities need modern stormwater drainage systems
designed for future rainfall extremes rather than
outdated historical averages.

€ This requires widening and desilting drains,
separating sewage from stormwater networks,
and ensuring regular maintenance to avoid
blockages and urban inundation.

® Promote Nature-Based Urban Solutions: Nature-
based solutions such as permeable pavements, green
roofs, urban forests, rain gardens, and compulsory
rainwater harvesting should be promoted through
building by-laws and fiscal incentives.

@ These measures reduce surface runoff, enhance
groundwater recharge, and improve overall
urban environmental health.

Conclusion:

Urban floods in India are increasingly the result of
ignoring natural geomorphological and hydrological realities
rather than rainfall alone. The loss of wetlands, poor drainage,
and terrain-blind urban growth have amplified flood risks
while degrading urban ecosystems. Aligning urbanisation
with nature is essential for building resilient, sustainable,
and liveable Indian cities.

8. Examine the role of the Himalayan mountain system in
determining the climate, drainage, and population
distribution of the Indian subcontinent.(250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce your answer by highlighting Himalayan
mountain system.
® In the body, explain the significance in determining
the climate, drainage, and population distribution.
® Conclude accordingly .
Introduction:

The Himalayan mountain system is a young fold mountain
chain that acts as a powerful physiographic, climatic, and
hydrological regulator of the Indian subcontinent.

® By functioning as a climatic barrier, water tower, and
population redistributor, the Himalayas have decisively
shaped India’s monsoon regime, river systems, and
human settlement patterns.
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Body:

Role

Of The Himalayan Mountain System In Determining

Climate

Barrier To Cold Continental Winds: The Himalayas act
as a massive orographic wall that blocks cold, dry
winds from Central Asia and Siberia, preventing severe
winter conditions in the Indian plains. This moderation
allows subtropical conditions to prevail in North India.
€ For example, despite similar latitudes, North
India experiences milder winters compared to
Central Asia due to Himalayan shielding.
Control Over The Southwest Monsoon: The Himalayas
force moisture-laden southwest monsoon winds to
ascend orographically, causing condensation and
widespread rainfall over the Indo-Gangetic plains.
Without this barrier, monsoon winds would escape
northwards.

@ For instance, Regions like Assam and the Ganga
plains receive sustained monsoon rainfall due to
this forced uplift.

Influence On Western Disturbances: The western
Himalayas play a key role in guiding western
disturbances, which bring winter rainfall and snowfall
to North-West India. This precipitation is crucial for
rabi crops.

@ For example, Punjab and Haryana benefit
agriculturally from winter rains associated with
these disturbances.

Role In Determining Drainage System
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Source Of Perennial River Systems: The Himalayas act
as the “water tower of South Asia”, feeding perennial
rivers through glaciers and snowfields. Rivers like the
Indus, Ganga, and Brahmaputra originate here.

@ For examplethe Gangotri Glacier feeds the
Ganga, ensuring year-round flow unlike peninsular
rivers.

Formation Of Extensive Alluvial Plains: Himalayan
rivers carry enormous sediment loads, depositing
fertile alluvium across the northern plains. This process
has created one of the world’s most productive
agricultural regions.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation January, 2026 m

€ The Indo-Gangetic-Brahmaputra plains support
intensive agriculture due to this continuous
deposition.

Drainage Orientation And River Capture: The east—

west alignment of the Himalayas controls river direction

and drainage patterns, resulting in long, antecedent

rivers cutting through mountain ranges.

@ The Indus and Sutlej cut deep gorges, indicating
antecedent drainage predating Himalayan uplift.

Role In Determining Population Distribution

Creation Of Fertile And Densely Populated Plains: The
alluvial plains formed by Himalayan rivers support
dense populations due to fertile soils, flat terrain, and
water availability.

@ States like Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and West Bengal
have high population densities rooted in this
geographical advantage.

Sparse Population In Mountain Regions: Rugged
topography, steep slopes, seismicity, and harsh climate
limit large-scale settlement in the Himalayan region.

@ Districts in Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh
show dispersed and low-density settlements.

Influence On Economic And Cultural Patterns: The
Himalayas have historically acted as both a barrier and
corridor, shaping trade routes, cultural exchange, and
strategic settlements.

@ Passes like Nathu La facilitated trans-Himalayan
trade while limiting mass migration.

€ While density is low, the region supports specific
economic clusters focused on tourism,
horticulture (apples, saffron), and pilgrimage,
creating distinct demographic pockets (e.g.,
Shimla, Darjeeling, Kathmandu).

Conclusion:

The Himalayan mountain system remains a foundational

determinant of India’s climate, drainage, and population
distribution. However, climate change is weakening its
regulatory role, making sustainable mountain management
and climate-resilient planning critical for the ecological and
human security of the Indian subcontinent.
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GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-2

It was judicial intervention (S.R. Bommai v.
Union of India, 1994)
constitutional morality, not the provision
itself, that curtailed its arbitrary use.

Polity and Governance o
and evolving
9. “Constitutional provisions by themselves are insufficient

to sustain democratic governance unless they are
animated by constitutional morality.” Discuss. (250
words)

® Gaps Between Constitutional Law and Administrative
Action: Systemic biases and bureaucratic discretion
can lead to unequal enforcement of laws, meaning that
even clear constitutional guarantees like Article 14
(equality before law) may not translate into actual
fairness on the ground.

Approach:

® Introduce your answer by defining Constitutional
morality (CM)

® In the body, argue why constitutional provisions in
itself are insufficient 4 Judicial emphasis on substantive equality under

® Write role of Constitutional morality in sustaining Articles 14 and 15 reflects the idea that

democracy constitutional values must restrain majoritarian
® Give measures to to Safeguard Constitutional impulses.
Morality ® |Institutional Autonomy Requires Ethical Self-

Restraint: Independent institutions like the Election
Commission, judiciary, and civil services derive
authority from the Constitution, but their credibility
depends on moral neutrality and integrity.

® Conclude accordingly.

Introduction:

Constitutional morality refers to a commitment to
the core values of the Constitution, such as liberty, equality,
fraternity, rule of law, and respect for institutions—beyond
the mere text of constitutional provisions.

® Coined in the Indian context by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, it
paramount allegiance to the Constitution and its
methods.
® \Without this compass,
arrangements risk becoming hollow or authoritarian in
practice.
Body:

€ The Constitution grants powers, yet constitutional

morality ensures these powers are exercised

impartially, as seen in judicial assertions of
independence under Articles 124 and 217.

® Limits of Constitutional Provisions in Regulating

Discretion: The Constitution grants wide discretionary

powers to constitutional authorities, but their misuse

if not guided by

moral constitutional

can undermine democracy
constitutional morality.
@ Forinstance, the discretionary role of Governors
Why Constitutional Provisions Alone Are Insufficient ? under 200 in reserving bills has often raised
® Law Without Moral Commitment Can Be Subverted: A questions of partisanship.

Constitution provides formal rules, but democratic O In State of Tamil Nadu vs. Governor of Tamil

governance dependsonhowthoserulesareinterpreted
and practiced.
€ For instance, Article 356 (President’s Rule) was
constitutionally valid yet frequently misused in
the past for partisan ends, undermining
federalism.

Nadu (2025), the Supreme Court clarified
that Governors must act on State Bills within
a time-bound framework and in accordance
with the aid and advice of the Council of
Article 200, without
exercising independent discretion.

Ministers under
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O Also, Judicial observations in Nabam Rebia v.
Deputy Speaker (2016) highlighted that
constitutional functionaries must act with
neutrality and restraint, reflecting moral
commitment beyond textual authority.

Evolving Social Contexts: Constitutional provisions are
static; society evolves. Without moral engagement, the
Constitution cannot address emerging challenges.

€ While decriminalizing homosexuality (Navtej

Singh Johar v. Union of India), the Supreme Court

emphasized that social morality cannot justify

the infringement of an individual’s fundamental
rights; constitutional morality must not be
sacrificed on the altar of social morality.

Role Of Constitutional Morality In Sustaining Democracy

UPSC

ProtectingIndividual Rights And Dignity: Constitutional
morality has been central to expanding the scope of
fundamental rights.

@ Judicial interpretations of Article 21 have gone
beyond procedural legality to include dignity,
privacy, and personal autonomy.

@ This reflects how moral reasoning animates
constitutional text to protect democratic
freedoms in changing social contexts.

Upholding Social Justice And Transformative
Constitutionalism:India’s Constitutionistransformative
in nature, aiming to correct historical injustices.

€ Constitutional morality guides the interpretation
of provisions like Articles 17(which abolishes
“untouchability” in all forms), ensuring that
social justice is not treated as a formal promise
but as an ethical obligation of the state and
society.

Ensuring Responsible Political Conduct: Democratic
governance requires not just constitutional offices, but
constitutional behavior.

€ Practices such as respecting opposition voices,
legislative debate, and parliamentary
conventions are not always enforceable by law.

€ They survive because of constitutional morality
embedded in democratic culture rather than
explicit provisions.

® Preserving

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation January, 2026 n

Federal Balance And Cooperative
Governance: Constitutional morality restrains the
excessive centralization of power and promotes respect
for federal principles enshrined in Articles 1, 245, and
246.

@ For example, the Supreme Court in S.R. Bommai
v. Union of India (1994) emphasized that
federalism is part of the basic structure. This
ensures democratic governance across diverse
states.

Safeguarding  Parliamentary Democracy And
Conventions: Many democratic practices such as
cabinet responsibility, question hour, and respect for
parliamentary opposition are conventions rather than
enforceable rules.

€ Constitutional morality sustains these unwritten
norms by encouraging ethical legislative conduct
under Articles 75 and 105, ensuring accountability
and deliberative democracy rather than mere
procedural majorities.

Enabling Peaceful Dissent And Democratic Pluralism:
A healthy democracy requires tolerance of dissent and
diversity of opinion. Constitutional morality guides
the interpretation of freedoms under Article 19,
ensuring that restrictions are reasonable and
proportionate.

€ Judicial scrutiny of sedition and preventive
detention laws reflects the principle that
democratic stability cannot come at the cost of
silencing constitutional dissent.

Measures to Safeguard Constitutional Morality
® Ethical

Exercise Of Constitutional Powers:
Constitutional authorities must exercise discretion
with restraint, neutrality, and transparency. Powers
granted under provisions relating to ordinances and
President’s Rule, should be used as exceptions, not
political tools, in line with the spirit of democracy.
Strengthening Institutional Independence And
Accountability: Institutions like the judiciary, Election
Commission, legislature, and civil services must
function autonomously while remaining accountable
to constitutional values.

Prepare with DrishtilAS

IAS Current Drishti
Affairs Module Learning
Course l"[ B App

‘E:[-x-*: Of 1;;}_3
2 uPSC Eawry
X Classroom > %{ﬂ

2

Courses [m]

2026

Mains o
Test Series > Eaf
(m]

A

SCAN ME SCAN ME



Mains Answer Writing Consolidation January, 2026

€ Appointments, transfers, and decision-making
should be insulated from partisan influence to
preserve public trust.
® Respect For Fundamental Rights And Dissent:
Upholding freedoms of speech, association, and
conscience is central to constitutional morality.
€ Democratic governance requires tolerance of
criticism, peaceful protest, and minority
viewpoints, even when they challenge those in
power.
® Internalization Of Constitutional Values In Political
Culture: Beyond legal compliance, political actors
must respect parliamentary conventions, opposition
rights, and deliberative debate.
€ Democratic norms such as consensus-building,
transparency, and civility sustain constitutional
morality in everyday governance.
® Civic Education And Public Awareness: Citizens play a
crucial role by understanding and defending
constitutional values such as liberty, equality, fraternity,
and secularism.
€ Constitutional literacy through education,
media, and civil society ensures that morality is
socially embedded, not institutionally confined.
Conclusion:

Constitutional provisions provide the structural
framework of democracy, but constitutional morality gives
it life and direction. The endurance of Indian democracy
depends not only on the Constitution’s text, but on the
collective moral fidelity of institutions, leaders, and citizens
to its spirit.

10. “India’s governance challenge lies not in the absence of
reforms but in persistent gaps in implementation.”
Critically examine. (250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce by highlighting recent reforms.
In the body, explain about reforms.

Suggest measures to close the gap.

([
® Explain persistent gaps that exist.
°
([

Conclude accordingly.

Introduction

In recent years, India has undertaken a wide range
of governance reforms covering welfare delivery, digital
administration, economic regulation, and institutional
restructuring.

® |Initiatives such as GST, Direct Benefit Transfer, labour
codes, and digital public infrastructure reflect strong
reform intent.
® However, outcomes on the ground reveal that the core
challenge lies in bridging the gap between reform
design and effective implementation.
Body:
Reforms Undertaken In Indian Governance Structure:

® Expansion Of Rights-Based And Welfare Reforms:

India has moved decisively towards rights-based

governance to ensure social inclusion and state

accountability.

@ Legislations such as the Right to Information Act
empowered citizens to demand transparency,
while welfare reforms like the National Food
Security framework and Ayushman Bharat
sought to guarantee minimum living standards.

@ These reforms reflect a shift from discretionary
welfare to legally and programmatically assured
entitlements.

® Digital Governance And Process Reforms: Reforms
such as digital identity-based service delivery( eg, Digi
yatra based on Aadhar) , online portals (eg, PRAGATI
portal) , and real-time monitoring systems (eg,

POSHAN tracker) have modernized administrative

processes.

@ For instance, the JAM trinity enabled direct
transfer of subsidies, reducing leakages in
schemes like LPG subsidy and pensions.

® Economic And Regulatory Reforms: Major reforms like

GST, Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, and labour law

consolidation were introduced to simplify compliance,

formalize the economy, and improve ease of doing
business.

@ These reflect willingness to undertake complex
structural reforms.
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Institutional And Federal Reforms: Steps towards
cooperative federalism, fiscal decentralization, and
strengthening regulatory institutions demonstrate
efforts to improve multi-level governance and policy
coordination.

@ For example, the GST council established under
Article 279A of the Constitution, brings together
the Union and State governments on a common
platform to jointly decide GST rates, exemptions,
and compensation mechanisms, thereby
institutionalising consensus-based decision-
making and cooperative federalism in India’s
fiscal governance.

Administrative And Performance Reforms: Outcome-
based budgeting, mission-mode programmes, and
performance-linked incentives indicate attempts to
shift governance from input-based control to results-
oriented administration.

@ For example, the Aspirational Districts
Programme leverages real-time data dashboards
and outcome-based rankings in health, education,
and nutrition to move governance away from
expenditure tracking towards measurable
development outcomes.

Persistent Implementation Gaps

UPSC

Weak Capacity At The Last Mile: Frontline institutions
such as gram panchayats, urban local bodies, and
block-level offices often operate with inadequate staff,
skills, and infrastructure.
€ For example, shortage of trained health workers
and ASHAs affects effective implementation of
health schemes, while understaffed municipal
bodies struggle with solid waste management
despite clear policy guidelines.

O This capacity deficit weakens outcomes even
when schemes are well designed.
Coordination Deficits Across Institutions: Many
reforms require synchronized action across ministries,
states, and local governments, but fragmented

responsibilities delay execution.
€ For instance, urban housing and sanitation
initiatives require coordination between housing

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation January, 2026 m

departments, urban local bodies, and state

agencies, yet overlapping mandates often lead to

project delays and cost overruns.

O Centre—State tensions in areas like welfare
scheme funding further dilute accountability.

® Accountability And Monitoring Limitations: Although

digital dashboards track inputs and
accountability for outcomes remains weak.

outputs,

@ For example, CAG audits of Ayushman Bharat—
PMIJAY have flagged issues such as ineligible
beneficiaries, delayed or denied claims, weak
fraud controls,andunevenhospitalempanelment
across States, showingthat procedural compliance
and fund utilisation often mask gaps in service
quality, equity, and effective health outcomes.

® Regional And Social Disparities: Uniform policy designs

frequently overlook regional local

constraints.

diversity and

@ Aspirational districts, tribal regions, and remote
areas often lag in scheme implementation due to
terrain challenges, connectivity issues, and
administrative weaknesses.

@ As a result, benefits reach advanced regions

faster, widening inter-state and intra-state
disparities.
® Political And Bureaucratic Incentive Mismatch:

Frequent transfers of officials and risk-averse
administrative culture reduce ownership of long-term
reforms.

@ Projects such as urban infrastructure or irrigation
reforms often lose momentum when leadership
changes mid-way.

@ Short political cycles prioritize visible short-term
outputs over sustained institutional reform,
affecting continuity and effectiveness of
implementation.

Measures To Close The Implementation Gap

® Strengthening State And Local Capacity: Investing in

human resources, training, and administrative
infrastructure at the grassroots level is essential to
convert policy intent into outcomes.
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Outcome-Based Accountability Mechanisms: Shifting
focus from process compliance to measurable
outcomes through social audits, independent
evaluations, and citizen feedback can improve
effectiveness.

Enhancing Cooperative Federalism: Greater fiscal
flexibility, trust-based Centre-State relations, and
adaptability in scheme design can align reforms with
local realities.

Simplifying Policy Design And Reducing Reform
Overload: Rationalizing schemes, allowing phased
implementation, and reducing excessive compliance
requirements can ease administrative burden.
Leveraging Technology With Human Oversight: Digital
tools should complement, not replace, administrative
judgment. Integrating technology with grievance
redressal and human accountability strengthens
delivery.

Conclusion

India’s governance deficit stems less from lack of reforms

and more from persistent implementation gaps. While reform
intent is evident, weak capacity, coordination failures, and

acco
gap

untability deficits undermine outcomes. Bridging this
requires sustained focus on execution, institutional

strengthening, and adaptive governance to translate reforms
into tangible public welfare gains.

11.

How has competitive federalism complemented or
conflicted with co-operative federalismin India? lllustrate
your answer with recent policy initiatives and inter-state
dynamics.(250 words).

Approach:

Introduce your answer by defining competitive and
cooperative federalism

In the body, elaborate when they complement each
other.

Next, discuss how they often come in conflict with
co-operative federalism.

Suggest measures to minimise these conflicts.

Conclude accordingly.
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Introduction:

Co-operative federalism means the Centre and States

jointly design and implement policies through consultation
and shared institutions (e.g., GST Council).

Competitive federalism means States compete to
attract investment and improve outcomes using
reforms, rankings, and performance incentives.

In India, they often work as a “race with rules,
competition is encouraged, but cooperation provides
the common framework.

Body:
When competitive federalism complements co-operative
federalism

In Developing Common National Framework: GST

created a unified market through a cooperative

institution (GST Council), while States compete on
compliance efficiency, logistics, and business
friendliness within that common tax architecture.

€ Even contentious issues (rate rationalisation,
tribunals) are negotiated in the Council, showing
how cooperation sets the rules and competition
improves execution.

“Race to Improve” in Social Sectors: NITI Aayog’s state

rankings and indices ( eg, SDG index) create

reputational incentives. States compare performance
on health, education, SDGs, etc., pushing administrative
reform.

@ Under NITI Aayog’s Fiscal Health Index, states are
ranked on fiscal discipline, revenue mobilisation,
and quality of expenditure.

O Odisha’s strong performance has put
reputational pressure on fiscally stressed
states to undertake subsidy rationalisation
and fiscal reforms.

At the same time, indicator frameworks and

review mechanisms are built with States, making

it cooperative in design but competitive in
outcomes.

Competitive Benchmarking with Cooperative Support:

The Aspirational Districts Programme uses delta-

rankings and dashboards to drive competition among
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How

districts, but the Centre and States collaborate on real-

time monitoring, capacity building, and convergence of

schemes.

€ Horizontal fund devolution through the Finance
Commission incentivises  better-performing
states within the same tier to compete on
outcomes rather than entitlement alone.

@ This blends cooperative coordination with
competitive performance pressure at the last
mile.

Best Practice Diffusion: Competition helps identify

what works (e.g., faster clearances, better public

service delivery).

€ Cooperative platforms then diffuse these practices
through meetings, peer learning, and central
support, turning rivalry into collective
improvement—especially in sectors where
outcomes depend on both levels of government
(health, skilling, infrastructure).

competitive federalism can conflict with co-operative

federalism

UPSC

Fiscal Stress and Trust Deficit: When States perceive
revenue loss or inadequate compensation, cooperation
weakens and competition becomes political bargaining.
@ Recent demands by States for continued/
extended GST compensation illustrate how fiscal
disagreements can strain the cooperative spirit.
€ For instance, after the GST compensation
guarantee ended in June 2022, states such as
Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Punjab demanded its
extension, citing post-pandemic revenue stress
and limited fiscal autonomy.
Institutional  Frictions: Cooperative federalism
weakens when constitutionally designed consensus-
based bodies lack binding authority, allowing
divergences between the Centre and States to widen
once agreement breaks down.
€4 1n 2022, the Supreme Court held that GST Council
recommendations are persuasive, not binding, a
ruling that, while sound, can intensify Centre—
State divergence and complicate harmonised
decision-making in India’s fiscal federal system.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation January, 2026 m

® Rigid Conditionalitiesin Centrally Sponsored Schemes:

Many CSS require States to follow centrally fixed
frameworks and conditions to access funds.

@ For example, several States raised concerns over
the PM-POSHAN (Mid-Day Meal) Scheme,
arguing that central norms on procurement and
cost-sharing reduced their autonomy and turned
cooperation into compliance rather than
partnership.

@ Similarly, under the new VB-G RAM G Act (2025),
States must adopt central guidelines for scheme
design and funding patterns, including shared
cost liabilities, which many have criticised for
constraining local priorities and financial space,
turning cooperation into compliance rather than
partnership.

® Policy Domain Disputes in Concurrent Subjects:

Although education is a Concurrent List subject
requiring cooperative Centre—State ownership, policy
divergence can trigger federal contestation.

@ For instance, Tamil Nadu and Kerala have raised
concerns to certain provisions of the National
Education Policy (NEP), choosing state-specific
pathways, illustrating how cooperative intent can
collide with political competition and claims of
federal autonomy.

Measures to Minimise Conflicts

Institutionalised Consensus-Building Mechanisms:
Regular, evidence-based intergovernmental forums
can convert contestation into negotiated outcomes.

@ The GST Council demonstrates how structured
bargaining and voting rules help resolve rate,
compensation and compliance disputes, a model
that can be extended to health, skilling and
education.

Balanced Fiscal Incentives with Equity: Fiscal transfers

should combine need-based support with performance

incentives to maintain trust.

@ For instance, Finance Commission grants linked
to health and education outcomes reward
efficiency while protecting poorer States from
fiscal disadvantage.
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® Flexible Design in Centrally Sponsored Schemes:

Shifting from rigid templates to outcome-based

frameworks can restore State autonomy.

@ The Jal Jeevan Mission, which allows States
flexibility in implementation while adhering to
national coverage goals, illustrates cooperative
goals with competitive innovation.

® Cooperative Mobility and Welfare Portability: Inter-
state coordination on labour mobility can prevent
exclusionary competition.

€ |Initiatives like One Nation One Ration Card and
the e-Shram portal enable portability of welfare
and skills, supporting migrant workers while
sustaining healthy inter-state competition.

Conclusion:

In India, competitive federalism can energise
governance, but only when anchored in cooperative
institutions that build trust and common rules. Where
fiscal stress, conditionalities, or domain contestation rise,
competition can harden into conflict. The way ahead is
cooperation for rules with competition for results, backed
by fair finances and flexible policy design.

12. Examine the challenges faced by Urban Local Bodies in
India in delivering basic services in the context of rapid
urbanisation. How can institutional and financial reforms
enhance urban governance? (250 words)

Approach:

® Introduce your answer by highlighting the role of
Urban Local Bodies in urban local self governance .

® |n the body, mention the challenges faced by Urban
Local Bodies.

® Next, explain how these hampers the basic service
delivery.

® Further, explain how institutional and financial
reforms enhance urban governance.

® Conclude accordingly.
Introduction:

Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) constitute the institutional
foundation of urban local self-governance under the 74th
Constitutional Amendment Act, mandated to plan, regulate,
and deliver essential urban services.

® With rapid urbanisation, India’s urban population is
projected to reach nearly 600 million by 2036, ULBs
are at the frontline of managing water, sanitation,
housing, mobility, and public health.
® However, the mismatch between expanding urban
responsibilities and limited institutional capacity has
severely constrained effective service delivery.
Body:
Challenges Faced By Urban Local Bodies

® Incomplete Functional Devolution: Although the
Twelfth Schedule assigns 18 functions to ULBs, most
states have transferred only partial responsibilities
without corresponding authority.

@ For instance, in many states, water supply and
sewerage are managed by state boards, leaving
ULBsresponsible onlyfor billingand maintenance
without planning control.

€@ Moreover, urban governance remains fragmented
across multiple agencies like development
authorities, utilities, and SPVs, resulting in
overlapping mandates, weak coordination, and
diluted accountability.

® Chronic Financial Weakness: ULBs suffer from weak
own-source revenues, low tax buoyancy, and high
dependence on inter-governmental transfers.

@ Property tax reforms remain politically sensitive
and administratively weak.The own revenue of
Indian municipal corporations was less than 1% of
GDP, smaller than Brazil’s 7% and South Africa’s
6%.

® [Inadequate Administrative And Technical Capacity:
ULBs face acute shortages of skilled personnel such as
town planners, engineers, financial managers, and
environmental specialists. Smaller municipalities rely
on deputation staff with limited local accountability.

@ For instance, 49% posts are vacant across urban
development authorities in Gujarat.

® Political Interference And Weak Accountability:
Frequent supersession of elected councils, delayed
elections, and excessive state control dilute democratic
governance at the city level.
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@ Several states have delayed municipal elections,
resulting in prolonged rule by administrators
rather than elected representatives.

How These Challenges Hamper Basic Service Delivery

How

Water Supply And Sewerage Deficits: Lack of functional
authority and weak finances prevent ULBs from
investing in sustainable water and sanitation
infrastructure. Planning remains fragmented and
reactive.

€@ Most Indian cities provide intermittent water
supply, with high non-revenue water and
untreated sewage discharged into rivers.

Inefficient Solid Waste Management: Limited technical
capacity and poor financial health hinder scientific
waste segregation, processing, and disposal.
Compliance with environmental norms remains weak.
€@ “According to recent reports, over half of
municipal solid waste in Indian cities still ends up
in open dumpsites and unscientific landfills, with
waste processing targets under the SWM Rules,
2016 largely unmet, underscoring ongoing
systemic failures in segregation and disposal.
Housing And Slum Service Gaps: Weak planning
powers and land constraints limit ULBs’ ability to
provide affordable housing and upgrade informal
settlements.

@ Expansion of slums on urban peripheries without
drainage, roads, or sanitation facilities leads to
urban flooding and disease outbreaks as seen in
Delhi.

Urban Mobility And Transport Failures: Fragmented
governance prevents integrated transport planning,
leading to congestion and poor public transport
coverage.

€ Metro systems coexist with inadequate bus
networks and weak last-mile connectivity.

Institutional And Financial Reforms Can Enhance

Urban Governance:

UPSC
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Genuine Devolution Of Functions, Funds, And
Functionaries(3 F’s): Clear transfer of authority along
with administrative control can make ULBs accountable
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for outcomes. Devolution must be activity-mapped
and legally enforced.

€ For instance, cities managing end-to-end water
supply will show better service outcomes than
those with fragmented control.

® Strengthening Municipal Finances: Reforms in
property tax valuation, user charges, land-based
financing, and predictable transfers can improve fiscal
sustainability.

@ For example, Municipal bond issuances by cities
like Ahmedabad and Pune demonstrate the
potential of market-based financing.

® Professionalisation Of Urban Administration: Creation
of municipal cadres, lateral entry of professionals, and
continuous capacity building can improve urban
planning and execution.

@ Dedicated urban planning units under AMRUT 2.0
aim to strengthen city-level technical capacity.

® Integrated Metropolitan Governance: Metropolitan
planning committees and unified transport authorities
can address cross-boundary challenges in large urban
agglomerations.

@ |Integrated transport authorities help coordinate
metro, bus, and non-motorised transport
planning.

® Deepening Citizen Participation And Transparency:
Ward committees, social audits, participatory
budgeting, and digital grievance systems enhance
accountability and service responsiveness.

€ Participatory budgeting experiments (eg, Pune
Municipal Corporation) have improved
prioritisation of local infrastructure .

Conclusion:

Strengthening Urban Local Bodies is indispensable for
achieving SDG-11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities)
and inclusive urban development. Without institutional
empowerment and financial autonomy, rapid urbanisation
will continue to overwhelm service delivery systems. Deep
reforms in devolution, capacity, and finance are essential
to transform ULBs into effective engines of democratic and
sustainable urban governance.
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International Relations

13. The effectiveness of regional groupings depends not only
on institutional design but also on political will among
member states.Critically analyse this statement with
suitable examples.(250 words)

Approach:

® Introduce your
groupings.

answer by defining regional

® Inthe body, explain how their effectiveness depends
on institutional mechanisms.

® Next, explain why political will among members is
essential.

® Give Critical Analysis- The Interplay of Design and
Wwill

® Conclude accordingly.

Introduction:

Regional groupings (like EU, ASEAN, SAARC, BIMSTEC)
are mechanisms where countries in a specific geographical
proximity cooperate for mutual benefit.

® While Institutional Design acts as the skeleton
(providing structure, rules, and mechanisms), Political
Will acts as the soul (providing momentum and trust).
Body:
Role Of Institutional Mechanisms In Effectiveness

® (Clear Mandate And Legal Framework: Clearly defined
objectives, and legal obligations enable
predictable cooperation and reduce ambiguity. Binding
treaties and enforceable rules strengthen compliance
and continuity.

rules,

@ For example, the European Union’s treaties and
legal order enable uniform implementation of
single market rules across member states.

® Decision-Making And Enforcement Mechanisms:
Effective regional groupings require efficient decision-
making procedures and enforcement capacity.

@ Institutions that allow majority voting and judicial
oversight tend to be more effective than purely
consensus-based models.

@ For example, ASEAN’s dispute settlement
mechanism, though limited, provides structured
legal recourse, giving greater predictability than
informal consensus alone and modestly
strengthening compliance among member states.

® Dispute Resolution And Conflict Management: Formal
mechanisms for dispute settlement help manage
internal disagreements and prevent escalation.
Institutionalized conflict resolution sustains long-term
cooperation.

€ Forinstance, MERCOSUR employs the Permanent
Review Tribunal to resolve trade disputes among
member states, providing rule-based arbitration
that limits escalation and supports regional
economic integration..

® Resource Mobilization: Institutions like the New
Development Bank (NDB) of BRICS are effective
because their design explicity mandates capital
contributions and governance structures that bypass
Western dominance, enabling tangible infrastructure
projects.

® |Institutional Capacity And Secretariat Strength: A
capable and autonomous secretariat ensures
continuity, monitoring, and implementation of
decisions. Weak secretariats limit follow-through on
agreed commitments.

@ The African Union Commission supports
peacekeeping and governance initiatives, though
capacity constraints remain.

€ Similarly, the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
Secretariat provides coordination and
administrative support, but its limited mandate
and resources restrict deeper policy enforcement
among member states.

Importance Of Political Will Among Member States

® Commitment To Collective Interests: Political will
determines whether states prioritize regional goals
over narrow national interests. Without commitment,
institutional decisions remain symbolic.
@ For instance, SAARC’s stagnation reflects lack of
political consensus among key members despite
formal institutional structures.
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® Willingness To Compromise And Build Consensus:
Regional cooperation often requires compromise on
sensitive issues such as trade, sovereignty, or security.
Political trust enables such concessions.

@ For example, the EU recovery fund during
COVID-19 succeeded due to collective political
resolve despite fiscal sovereignty concerns.

® Implementation Of Agreed Decisions: Political will is
crucial for translating agreements into domestic
policies and action. Institutions cannot enforce
compliance in the absence of member support.

€ ASEAN’s limited response to the South China Sea
issue reflects weak political unity rather than

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation January, 2026 m

Sustaining Cooperation During Crises: Regional
groupings are tested during crises when national
Political

resilience and relevance.

interests diverge. solidarity determines
@ For instance, NATO’s collective response to

security challenges reflects strong political

commitment.

O However, recent burden-sharing disputes
and divergent positions among members
over the Ukraine conflict and defence
spending highlight how states can step back
when domestic priorities outweigh alliance

institutional absence. obligations.
Critical Analysis: The Interplay of Design and Will:
Institutional Political Will Outcome lllustration
Design

Strong Weak Stagnation /| SAARC: Despite a formal charter and institutional mechanisms, deep
Deadlock political animosity among members has paralysed cooperation.

Weak Strong A d - h o c|G20/G7:Informal groupings with limited institutionalisation, yet capable
Effectiveness of decisive coordination during crises (e.g., 2008 Global Financial Crisis)

due to strong political convergence.

Strong Strong Deep Integration | European Union (EU): High levels of integration such as the Euro and
Schengen Area are enabled by robust institutions backed by sustained
political commitment.

Weak Weak Dormancy Arab Maghreb Union (AMU): Lacks both a strong enforcing structure and
political consensus (due to Morocco-Algeria tensions), rendering the bloc
largely dormant.

Conclusion: Approach:

Ins.tltutlonal d'e5|gn is nec.e.ssary .fm.' the sustalnablll.ty ® Introduce your answer by highlighting principles of
ofa .reglonal grc?u’plng, lf)ut pol'ltlcal \'NI" is net;essary fc')r |'ts liberal economy.
survival. For India’s foreign policy, this lesson is visible in its ® In the body, discuss how globalization challenges the
“Act East” engagement: India is pushing for the institutional el ccenemic ereEr:
strengtfje?nlng o.f BIMSTEC while simultaneously relying on ® Next, assess the impact on developing economies.
the I?olltlcal.W|!I of the Global South partners to reform ® Suggest! what apportunities llie for India amidst
multilateral institutions. deglobalization.
14. How does deglobalisation challenge the principles of ® Conclude accordingly.

liberal international economic order? Examine its impact
on developing countries, particularly in terms of growth,
employment, and technology access. (250 words)

Introduction:

The liberal international economic order (LIEO) rests on
principles of free trade, open capital flows, multilateralism,
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and rule-based cooperation, largely institutionalised after
World War Il.

Deglobalisation, seen in rising protectionism,
reshoring, sanctions, and fragmentation of supply
chains, directly challenges these principles by
prioritising national economic security over global
economic integration.

Body:

How

Deglobalisation Challenges The Liberal International

Economic Order?

UPSC

W EILH
Test Series
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Erosion Of Free Trade And Open Markets:

Deglobalisation weakens the commitment to tariff

reduction and market access, a core pillar of the LIEO.

@ The rise of trade barriers, export controls, and
industrial subsidies undermines comparative
advantage and distorts global trade flows.

€ Trade wars (like China-USA) and selective tariffs
(US’s tariffs on India) have diluted the spirit of
free trade championed under the World Trade
Organization framework.

Weakening Of Multilateral Institutions: The liberal

order relies on multilateral institutions for dispute

resolution and coordination.

@ Deglobalisation shifts decision-making toward
bilateral and regional arrangements, reducing
the relevance of global rules.

€ For instance, the Paralysis of WTO’s Appellate
Body reflects declining faith in multilateral trade
governance.

Rise Of Economic Nationalism And Strategic

Protectionism: Policies such as reshoring, friend-

shoring, and strategic decoupling prioritise national

resilience over global efficiency.

€ This challenges the LIEQ’s assumption that
economic interdependence promotes stability.

€ Export controls on critical technologies (eg,
China’s restriction on magnet exports to India)
and resources justified on national security
grounds.

Fragmentation Of Global Value Chains: Deglobalisation

disrupts globally integrated production networks that

were central to post-1990s economic globalisation.
Fragmentation increases costs and reduces efficiency.

@ Post-pandemic and geopolitical tensions have led
to export controls on advanced semiconductors
and active pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs),
prompting countries to reshore or friend-shore
production.

@ This has raised production costs, reduced
economies of scale, and increased input prices,
especiallyaffectingelectronicsand pharmaceutical
manufacturing in developing countries.

Impact Of Deglobalisation On Developing Countries

Slower And Less Inclusive Economic Growth:
Developing countries historically relied on open trade
and foreign direct investment to drive export-led
growth and industrialisation.

@ Deglobalisation restricts access to global
markets, capital, and demand, making it harder
for manufacturing-oriented economies to scale
production.

@ As exports stagnate and investment inflows
decline, overall growth slows and becomes less
inclusive, particularly affecting  countries
dependent on global demand.

Adverse Employment Outcomes: Global value chains
earlier created large-scale employment in labour-
intensive sectors such as textiles, electronics assembly,
and business process outsourcing.

€ Fragmentation of these chains reduces production
volumes and discourages new investment,
limiting job creation.

@ This leads to job losses, informalisation of work,
and shrinking employment opportunities for
women and youth who dominate export-oriented
sectors.

O For example, Indian steel and aluminium
exports to the EU fell by about 24.4 % ahead
of the EU’s Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism rollout, reflecting early market
impacts on competitiveness and potential
job losses.
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® Restricted Access To Technology And Knowledge:
Trade, FDI, and participation in global value chains
were key channels through which developing countries
accessed advanced technologies and managerial

know-how.

@ Deglobalisation, combined with export controls
and strategic decoupling, disrupts these
channels.

® As a result, firms in developing economies

struggle to wupgrade technology, slowing
productivity growth and movement up the value
chain.

While deglobalisation poses risks to growth,
employment, and technology access, it also opens strategic
opportunities for countries like India (that is pursuing
Atmanirbhar Bharat Policy) if supported by strong domestic
reforms, skill development, and infrastructure expansion.

Opportunities For India In A Deglobalising World

® Supply Chain Diversification And Friend-Shoring: As
firms seek to reduce over-dependence on single-
country supply chains, India can position itself as a
reliable alternative manufacturing and services hub.
@ Its large domestic market, democratic credentials,
and geopolitical acceptability make it attractive
for “China+1” strategies, especially in electronics,
pharmaceuticals, and automotive components.
® Boost To Domestic Manufacturing And Industrial
Policy: Deglobalisation allows greater policy space for
strategic industrial support without immediate
multilateral backlash.
€ India can leverage this to strengthen domestic
manufacturing through targeted incentives,
infrastructure development, and cluster-based
industrialisation, improving value addition and
employment.
® Services And Digital Economy Advantage: While goods
trade faces fragmentation, services trade and digital
exports remain relatively resilient.
€ India’s strength in IT, digital services, fintech, and
global capability centres enables it to benefit
from continued cross-border demand for skilled
services despite physical supply-chain disruptions.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation January, 2026 m

® Strategic Technology And Capability Building:

Restrictions on global technology flows highlight the

need for domestic capability.

@ For India, this creates momentum to invest in
semiconductors, green technologies, defence
production, and critical minerals, reducing
vulnerability while fostering long-term
technological self-reliance.

® Enhanced Geopolitical And Negotiating Leverage:

Fragmentation of global blocs increases the relevance

of large, non-aligned economies.

@ India can leverage its position across multiple
groupings to attract investment, negotiate
favourable trade terms, and shape emerging rules
in areas like digital trade, climate finance, and
resilient supply chains.

Conclusion:

Deglobalisation constrains trade, investment, and
technology flows, hurting developing economies, but for
India it also creates opportunities to attract diversified supply
chains, boost manufacturing, and build technological capacity,
provided these are leveraged through sustained reforms,
skilling, and infrastructure, while upholding a fair multilateral
trading system.

15. “Discuss the role of the India—EU FTA in strengthening
India’s strategic autonomy amid global trade
fragmentation.” ( 250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce your answer by highlighting the recent
signing of India—EU FTA .
® |In the body, argue how this strengthens India’s
strategic autonomy .

® Next, mention challenges that could hamper
autonomy.

® Suggest measures to maximize gains.

® Conclude accordingly.
Introduction:

The India—EU Free Trade Agreement (FTA) marks
a decisive shift from years of stagnation to strategic
realignment, positioning trade as a tool of geopolitical stability
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in an era of fractured supply chains and bloc politics, the FTA
is not merely commercial but a geo-economic instrument
aimed at resilience, diversification, and strategic autonomy
for both partners.

Body:
Role of the India—EU FTA in Strengthening India’s Strategic
Autonomy

Market Diversification And Reduced Dependency: Ina
world of sanctions and trade weaponisation, the FTA
secures India preferential access to the world’s largest
single market, reducing over-dependence on any one
geography.
€ With bilateral trade at $136 billion and the FTA
expected to unlock $75 billion in additional
exports, India gains economic insulation against
external shocks and coercive trade practices.
Supply-Chain Resilience And De-Risking: The FTA
aligns with India’s strategy of de-risking without
decoupling, particularly from China-centric value
chains.
€ Product-specific rules of origin and calibrated
tariff liberalisation allow Indian firms to integrate
into EU-centric global value chains while retaining
flexibility in sourcing inputs—strengthening
autonomy through diversification rather than
isolation.
Strategic Leverage In Rule-Making: By embedding
trade within sustainability, technology, and standards
cooperation, the FTA enables India to engage rule-
making from within, rather than being a passive rule-
taker.
€ The MFN assurance on flexibilities under the
Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM)
gives India negotiating space to protect
developmental interests while engaging on
climate-trade interfaces.
Technology, Mobility, And High-Quality Investment:
The agreement goes beyond tariffs to include services,
professional mobility, and technology cooperation.
€ Commitments in IT, professional services, and
education, along with predictable mobility

® Green

frameworks (ICTs, CSS, IPs), enhance India’s
human-capital leverage and reduce dependence
on a single technology ecosystem.

® Reinforcing Multi-Alignment In A Multipolar Order:

The FTA complements India’s broader strategy of

multi-alignment, strengthening ties with the EU while

maintaining autonomy vis-a-vis the US—China rivalry.

@ Both India and the EU prefer sovereignty,
flexibility, and issue-based coalitions, positioning
themselves as stabilising middle powers in a
multipolar world.

Challenges That Could Constrain Strategic Autonomy

Protectionism Through CBAM: Despite
assurances, CBAM risks acting as a de facto trade
barrier by adding 20-35% cost layers to Indian exports,
potentially neutralising tariff gains and constraining
policy space based on the principle of Common But
Differentiated Responsibilities.

Digital Sovereignty And Data Governance Gaps:
Divergence between the EU’s GDPR and India’s DPDP
Act, 2023 especially broad state exemptions and lack of
an independent regulator has delayed data adequacy,
raising compliance costs for Indian IT firms and limiting
gains in high-value digital trade.

Geopolitical And Multilateral Frictions: Differences
over Russia—Ukraine, WTO subsidy rules (MSP and
public stockholding), and the EU’s push for diluted
MFN and S&DT norms reflect persistent tensions that
could spill over into trade cooperation.

Measures To Maximise Strategic-Autonomy Gains

® Green Equivalence Framework: Harmonise India’s

Carbon Credit Trading Scheme with EU ETS to ensure
carbon payments remain within India while meeting
EU standards.

Zonal Data Adequacy Sandboxes: Create GDPR-aligned
data enclaves (e.g., GIFT City) to enable high-value
data services without compromising national security.
Third-Market Co-Creation: Combine EU capital (Global
Gateway) with India’s execution capacity in Africa and
the Indo-Pacific to shift focus from bilateral frictions
to shared global outcomes.
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® (Critical Raw Materials Partnership: Move from buyer-
seller to joint-processor models with assured
technology transfer and value addition in India.
Conclusion:

The India—EU FTA represents a shift in India’s trade
strategy from dependence to deliberate diversification,
using economic engagement to enhance resilience rather
than vulnerability. By anchoring India within a trusted yet
non-exclusive partnership, the agreement strengthens
India’s capacity to navigate fragmented supply chains,
influence evolving trade norms, and pursue growth without
compromising strategic independence in a contested global
economy.

Social Justice

16. “Assess the effectiveness of State interventions in
ensuring social justice amid persistent structural
inequalities, with reference to constitutional mandates,
welfare policies, and institutional mechanisms.”(250
words).

Approach:
® Introduce your answer by highlighting the state’s
responsibility of establishing a welfare state .
® Delve into Effectiveness of State Interventions in
Ensuring Social Justice
® Next, mention limitations therein .

® Suggest Measures to Strengthen Effectiveness of
State Interventions

® Conclude accordingly.
Introduction:

The State is constitutionally obligated to establish a
welfare state committed to social justice, as reflected in the
Directive Principles of State Policy, notably Article 38 (reduce
inequalities), Article 39 (equitable distribution of resources),
Article 46 (protect SCs, STs and weaker sections), and Article
47 (improve nutrition and public health).

® Accordingly, the State pushes for welfare policies, and
institutional mechanisms to address structural
inequalities of caste, gender, class, and region, though
their effectiveness remains uneven.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation January, 2026 m

Body:
Effectiveness of State Interventions in Ensuring Social
Justice:

® Constitutional Mandates: The Bedrock of Equity

€ The Constitution provides a transformative
framework to dismantle structural hierarchies:

€ Fundamental Rights: Articles 14, 15, and 16
ensure equality before law and prohibit
discrimination, while Article 17 (abolition of
untouchability) directly targets the root of caste-
based inequality.

@ Directive Principles (DPSP): Article 38 mandates
the State to secure a social order based on justice,
and Article 39A ensures equal justice and free
legal aid to the vulnerable.

€ Affirmative Action: Articles 15(4) and 16(4)
empower the State to provide reservations in
education and public employment to remedy
historical disadvantage and ensure adequate
representation of backward classes.

O Effectiveness: These mandates
successfully provided “political and legal
visibility” to marginalized groups.

have

® Welfare Policies: Transition to “Saturation” and
“Empowerment”

€@ Recent state interventions have shifted from
“trickle-down” to “direct-delivery” models to
bypass structural leakage:

@ Digital-First Inclusion: The JAM Trinity (Jan Dhan-
Aadhaar-Mobile) has enabled Direct Benefit
Transfers (DBT), saving over %3.5 lakh crore from
leakages.

@ Livelihood & Health Security: Schemes like PM-
JANMAN (for PVTGs) and AB-PMIJAY (providing
%5 lakh health coverage per family annually for
secondary and tertiary care) target the “missing
middle” who are most vulnerable to poverty
traps.

€@ Saturation Approach: The Viksit Bharat Sankalp
Yatra is ensuring that social justice is not just a

policy but a delivered reality.
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O Effectiveness: 24.82 crore Indians escaped
Multidimensional Poverty in the last 9 years,
indicating  the targeted
interventions. Though critical gaps remain in
implementation of many schemes.

success  of

® Institutional Mechanisms: Watchdogs of Justice
@ The State has created specialized bodies to
monitor and protect marginalized interests:
€ Constitutional Bodies: The National Commission
for Scheduled Castes (NCSC) (Art 338), National

Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST) (Art

338A), and National Commission for Backward

Classes (NCBC) (Art 338B) act as investigative and

advisory hubs for policy implementation.

€ Legal Instruments: The SC/ST (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, 1989 and the DPDP Act, 2023
provide legal teeth to prevent social exploitation
and data-driven discrimination respectively.

€ Institutional Shift: The ONDC is an emerging
mechanism designed to “democratize” the digital
economy, allowing small MSMEs to compete with
global giants.

O Effectiveness: While Institutional Mechanism
has highlighted systemic gaps and pushed for
reforms, they often face challenges of
“overlapping jurisdictions”.

Limitations In Ensuring Social Justice

® Uneven Implementation And Last-Mile Gaps:
Administrative capacity constraints and weak local
institutions undermine effective delivery of welfare.
Leakages and exclusion errors persist in PDS and
housing schemes despite digitisation.
€ For example nearly 28% of India’s subsidized
grains, intended for the poor, are lost to leakage
® Persistence Of Structural And Social Discrimination:
Legal safeguards cannot fully dismantle deep-rooted
social hierarchies and informal discrimination.

€ Atrocities against SCs/STs continue despite
stringent laws, reflecting social resistance to
change.

www.drishtiias.com

O For instance, Registered cases of atrocities
against Scheduled Castes went up to 13% in
2022. (NCRB)

® Fragmentation And Overlapping Schemes: Multiplicity
of schemes leads to duplication, inefficiency, and
diluted impact.Multiple nutrition and livelihood
programmes often operate in silos with limited
convergence.
€ For instance, the Integrated Child Development

Services (ICDS) under the Women & Child

Ministry, the PM-POSHAN (Mid-Day Meal) under

the Education Ministry, and the National Health

Mission (NHM) under the Health Ministry all

target child stunting and anaemia.

® Fiscal Constraints And Sustainability Concerns: Rising
subsidy bills and limited fiscal space restrict the scale
and quality of interventions.
€ Competing demands on public finances constrain
long-term investments in education and health.
& For instance, In the Union Budget 2025-26,
interest payments are estimated at X12.76 lakh
crore.
® Limited Accountability Of Institutions: Statutory
bodies often lack enforcement powers, resources, and
autonomy.Recommendations of commissions are
frequently advisory and not binding on governments.
@ For example, the National Commission for

Scheduled Castes (NCSC) can inquire into

complaints but has no power to enforce its

recommendations.

O Governments are only required to submit a
“memorandum of action taken” or a
“justification for rejection” to Parliament/
Legislatures, which often results in
recommendations remaining on paper for
years.

Measures to Strengthen Effectiveness of State Interventions:

® Outcome-Based Budgeting: Transition from mere
“outlay” tracking to a monitorable “outcome-outcome
framework” to ensure financial allocations result in
measurable social impact.
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Decentralized Implementation: Empower Panchayati
Raj Institutions (PRIs) and Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) to
customize welfare delivery based on specific local
structural bottlenecks.

Accelerate Mission Karmayogi (Capacity Building):
Train civil servants in empathy and digital governance
to shift the administrative culture from “rule-based” to
“role-based” and “citizen-centric.”

Technological Interoperability: Leverage the ONDC
and JAM trinity to create an open, competitive digital
ecosystem that allows small-scale producers to bypass
dominant e-commerce gatekeepers.

Social Auditing & Transparency: Mandate community-
led social audits for all major welfare schemes to hold
local officials accountable and reduce ground-level
leakages.

Grievance Redressal Modernization: Integrate Al-
driven bots in platforms like CPGRAMS for multi-

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation January, 2026 m

lingual, real-time resolution of citizen complaints
regarding welfare exclusion.
® Convergence of Schemes: Implement an “Integrated

Social Security Framework” to prevent the

fragmentation of benefits across different ministries

(e.g., merging health, nutrition, and pension portals).

® Inclusive Design: Adopt a “Capability Approach” by
involving marginalized groups in the initial policy-
design stage to ensure schemes address dignity, not
just consumption relief.
Conclusion:

State interventions have made meaningful but uneven
progress in advancing social justice amid persistent structural
inequalities.Achieving inclusive and sustainable social justice
requires strengthened governance and long-term investments
aligned with SDGs 1 (No Poverty), 5 (Gender Equality), 10
(Reduced Inequalities), and 16 (Strong Institutions).
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GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-3

Economy

17.

Discuss the institutional and procedural mechanisms
adopted for gender budgeting in India.

Evaluate the challenges in translating gender budget
allocations into measurable social outcomes.( 250 words)

Approach:

Introduce your answer by defining gender budgeting.
In the body state institutional measure.

Next describe the procedure adopted in gender
budgeting .

Explain the challenges why gender budget allocations
do not translate into measurable social outcomes.
Suggest measures to improve the outcomes.

Conclude accordingly.

Introduction

Gender budgeting is a gender-sensitive approach to

public finance that integrates gender concerns into Union
and State budgets rather than operating as a separate budget.

India, the Gender Budget outlay has risen from %0.98
lakh crore in 2014-15 to X4.49 lakh crore in 2025-26,
with its share in the Union Budget increasing from
5.46% to a robust 8.86%.

Body:

Institutional Mechanisms For Gender Budgeting In India

Ministry Of Women And Child Development (MoWCD)
As Nodal Agency: MoWCD plays a coordinating role by
issuing guidelines, capacity-building modules, and
reviewing gender budgeting efforts across ministries.
€ It acts as a knowledge and facilitation hub rather
than an implementing authority.
Gender Budget Statement: The Ministry of Finance
integrates gender perspectives through the Gender
Budget Statement presented annually with the Union
Budget.
@ It provides oversight and ensures inter-ministerial
consistency in reporting.

® Gender Budgeting Cells (GBCs) In Ministries And
Departments: Most central ministries and several
states have established GBCs to identify gender-
relevant schemes, analyze allocations, and suggest
modifications.
@ These cells institutionalize gender concerns

within sectoral policymaking.

® Parliamentary Oversight And Audit Institutions:
Parliamentary committees and the Comptroller and
Auditor General indirectly contribute by scrutinizing
expenditure efficiency and outcomes of welfare
schemes impacting women.

Procedural Mechanisms Adopted In Gender Budgeting

® Gender Budget Statement (GBS): The GBS classifies
allocationsinto Part A (100% women-specific schemes)
and Part B (schemes with at least 30% allocation for
women). This enables visibility of gender-focused
spending across sectors such as health, education,
rural development, and livelihoods.
® Ex-Ante Gender Analysis In Scheme Design: Ministries
are encouraged to assess how policies and schemes
affect women differently before finalizing allocations.
This procedural step aims to move beyond post-facto
reporting toward gender-responsive planning.
® Outcome Budgeting And Monitoring: Gender-related
outcomes are expected to be tracked through outcome
budgets and performance indicators, linking financial
allocations to service delivery and beneficiary impact.
Challenges In Translating Allocations Into Measurable
Social Outcomes

® |Input-Focused Rather Than Outcome-Oriented

Budgeting: Gender budgeting often emphasizes

expenditure tracking rather than impact assessment.

@ For example, high allocations to nutrition or

maternal health schemes do not always translate

into proportional improvements in women’s

health indicators due to weak outcome
monitoring.
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® Limited Capacity Of Gender Budgeting Cells: Many
GBCs function as compliance units with inadequate
technical expertise. This results in mechanical
reporting rather than substantive gender analysis
influencing policy design.

® Sectoral And Scheme Fragmentation: Women-related
interventions are spread across ministries such as
health, rural development, housing, and skill
development.

@ Poor coordination leads to duplication, gaps, and
diluted impact, especially for multi-dimensional
issues like women’s employment.

® Data And Indicator Deficits: Lack of disaggregated,
real-time gender data limits the ability to measure
outcomes.

€ Forinstance, employment or skill schemes often
report enrolments but not long-term
empowerment outcomes such as income control
or job retention.

® Socio-Cultural And Implementation Constraints:
Deep-rooted patriarchy, mobility constraints, and care
burdens limit women’s access to schemes.

€ As a result, allocations on paper do not always
reach or empower intended beneficiaries.

Measures To Improve Outcomes of Gender Budgeting

® Shift From Gender Budgeting To Gender-Responsive
Budgeting: Countries like Austria link budget
allocations to legally mandated gender equality
outcomes.
€ India can similarly integrate gender targets into

performance budgeting frameworks.

® Strengthen Outcome Indicators And Gender Data
Systems: Drawing from Canada’s Gender Results
Framework, India can develop standardized gender
outcome indicators across sectors, supported by
robust disaggregated data collection.

® Capacity Building Of Line Ministries And GBCs:
Adopting practices from South Africa, India can invest
in continuous training of officials to conduct sector-
specific gender impact assessments rather than generic
reporting.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation January, 2026 m

® Integrate Gender Audits And Independent Evaluation:
Regular gender audits, as practiced in UN Women-
supported countries, can assess whether spending
translates into empowerment outcomes, enabling
mid-course corrections.

® Enhance Convergence And Local-Level
Implementation: Empowering local governments to
plan and implement gender-responsive interventions,
as seen in Nordic countries, can align budgets with
ground realities and community needs.

Conclusion

India has a sound institutional framework for gender
budgeting, reflecting strong policy intent, but weak capacity,
limited outcome focus, and socio-cultural constraints dilute
its impact. Strengthening data systems, accountability, and
outcome-based planning is crucial to turn gender budgets
from symbolic allocations into real empowerment outcomes..

18. Discuss the fiscal and administrative sustainability of
Public Distribution System (PDS) in the context of rising
food subsidy bills. How can efficiency be improved
without compromising welfare objectives? (250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce your answer by highlighting role of PDS
® In the body, discuss issues related to fiscal and
administrative sustainability of PDS.
® Next, explain how efficiency can be improved
without compromising welfare.

® Conclude accordingly.

Introduction:

The Public Distribution System (PDS) is a cornerstone
of India’s food security architecture, ensuring access to
subsidised food grains for nearly 81 crore beneficiaries under
the National Food Security Act (NFSA).

® \While it has played a critical welfare role, especially
during crises like COVID-19, the rapid rise in food
subsidy bills has raised serious challenges to its fiscal
and administrative sustainability.

® This necessitates a careful balance between efficiency
reforms and preservation of welfare objectives.
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Body:
Challenges to Sustainability of PDS:
® Fiscal Sustainability
€ Rising Food Subsidy Burden On The Exchequer:

Food subsidy expenditure has expanded sharply

due to higher procurement, expanded coverage

under NFSA, and additional entitlements during
crises.

O This has increased pressure on the Union
budget and reduced fiscal space for other
developmental spending.

O The Union government’s food subsidy
increased from 0.38% of GDP in 2016-17 to
0.52% in 2022-23, recording a CAGR of 17%.

€ Open-Ended Procurement And MSP Linkages:

PDS sustainability is strained by open-ended

procurement at Minimum Support Price (MSP),

especially of rice and wheat, irrespective of
demand patterns. This leads to excess stocks and
high carrying costs.

O Central food grain stocks have repeatedly
exceeded buffer norms, increasing storage
and interest costs for the Food Corporation of
India (FCI).

€ Hidden Fiscal Costs And Off-Budget Borrowing:

Administrative sustainability is weakened by

reliance on off-budget borrowings by FCl to

finance subsidy gaps, obscuring the true fiscal
burden.

O FCl loans from National Small Savings Fund
(NSSF) accumulated significantly before
being brought back on-budget in recent
years.

O In FY22, the Centre brought about X5 lakh
crore, nearly 75%, of these liabilities onto its
balance sheet, largely by taking over %4.27
lakh crore of NSSF loans raised by FCI to clear
food subsidy arrears.

® Administrative Sustainability
@ Leakages And Diversion: Despite reforms, PDS
continues to suffer from diversion of food grains

and ghost beneficiaries in certain regions,

undermining both fiscal efficiency and welfare

credibility.

O According to a 2024 ICRIER study based on
the 2022-23 Household Consumption
Expenditure Survey (HCES), approximately
28% of allocated food grains (roughly 20

million tonnes) fail to reach intended
beneficiaries.
& Storage, Transportation, And Logistical

Inefficiencies: PDS involves complex logistics from
procurement to fair price shops, leading to high
administrative costs, wastage, and delays.

O Asof late 2025, India faced a total food grain
storage shortage of nearly 166 million metric
tonnes (MMT).

® While production reached record highs of 357.32 MMT
in 2024-25, the total storage capacity stood at only 145
MMT.

O Inadequate covered storage has led to grain

damage in states with surplus procurement.

@ Centre-State Coordination Challenges: PDS

implementation depends heavily on states,

leading to uneven performance due to varying
administrative capacities and political priorities.

O End-to-end computerisation and doorstep
delivery have worked well in states like
Chhattisgarh but lag in others like Punjab
and Delhi.

How Efficiency can be Improved Without Compromising
Welfare
® End-To-End Digitisation And Targeting: Strengthening
Aadhaar-based authentication, real-time stock
tracking, and portability can reduce leakages while
preserving coverage.
€ One Nation One Ration Card (ONORC) enables
migrant workers to access PDS benefits across
states.
® Rationalising Procurement And Stocking Policy:
Aligning procurement with actual consumption
patterns and promoting decentralised procurement
can reduce excess stocks.

www.drishtiias.com
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€ Encouraging states to procure local crops like
millets reduces central storage burden.
® Diversifying Food Basket For Nutritional Efficiency:
Including millets, pulses, and fortified foods improves
nutrition without proportionately increasing subsidy
costs.
® Gradual Use Of Cash Or Food Coupons In Urban Areas:
In select urban contexts with functional markets, cash
transfers or food coupons can reduce administrative
costs while retaining welfare impact.
@ For instance, Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) pilots
in Chandigarh showed reduced leakages.
® Strengthening State Capacity And Accountability:
Performance-linked incentives and audits can improve
delivery quality and administrative efficiency.
@ Chhattisgarh’s reforms like de-privatisation of
fair price shops and community monitoring,
significantly reduced diversion.

Conclusion:

The PDS remains socially indispensable but fiscally
and administratively strained in its current form. Rising
food subsidy bills highlight the need for efficiency-oriented
reforms, not welfare rollback. By improving targeting,
rationalising procurement, diversifying nutrition, and
leveraging technology, India can ensure that PDS remains both
sustainable and humane, aligned with its constitutional and

welfare commitments.

Biodiversity and Environment

19. COP-30 has been projected as a critical milestone for
accelerating global climate action after the first Global
Stocktake. Examine the significance of COP-30 in the
context of strengthening Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs) and bridging the ambition gap. (250

words)

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation January, 2026 m

Approach:

® Introduce your answer by highlighting outcomes of
COP 30.
In the body, Explain how COP 30 strengthens this.
Mention briefly about India’s Updated NDCs

Mention the limitations therein.

Suggest measures to improve this.

® Conclude accordingly.

Introduction:

COP-30, held in Belém, Brazil in November 2025, was
the first major climate summit after the Paris Agreement’s
Global Stocktake.

® |t delivered a “global mutirdo” package, reaffirming
goals like tripling adaptation finance by 2030 and
launching a Just Transition Framework to anchor
equity and implementation in climate action.
® COP-30 reinforced the Global Stocktake’s call for more
ambitious, economy-wide Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs).
Body:
Significance of COP-30 in Strengthening NDCs And Bridges
The Ambition Gap
® Anchoring NDCs In The Global Stocktake Framework:
COP-30 built on the Global Stocktake findings,
encouraging countries to enhance ambition and align
NDCs with thus
providing political momentum for revisions.

long-term temperature goals,

® Focus On Just Transition And Equity: By establishing a
Mechanism, COP-30 integrated
equitable low-carbontransitionsinto climate strategies,

Just Transition

supporting countries like India to embed social and
economic fairness in stronger NDCs.

® Encouraging Adaptation Finance Tripling: The decision
0 “triple adaptation finance” by 2030 creates fiscal
support structures that enable developing countries to
embed adaptation goals within NDCs—making them
more holistic rather than mitigation-centric.
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® Promoting COP-30
launched an “Implementation Accelerator” to catalyse
action on existing NDCs, helping translate ambition
into national policies and investments, especially in

Implementation Acceleration:

sectors like renewable energy and resilience building.

India’s Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs):

® Reduction in emissions intensity of GDP by 45%
from 2005 levels by 2030;

® Increasing non-fossil fuel installed power capacity
to 50% by 2030;

® Creating additional carbon sinks of 2.5-3 billion
tonnes CO, equivalent through afforestation and
tree-cover enhancement.

® [ndia plans to submit a revised NDC for the 2035
cycle, aligning with post-Global Stocktake
expectations set around COP30.

Limitations In Strengthening NDCs:

® Voluntary Nature Of Key Commitments: Most COP-30
outcomes, including fossil-fuel transition efforts,
remain  voluntary and non-binding, limiting
enforceability and ambition enhancement.

® Slow Submission Of Updated NDCs: Despite the
February 2025 Paris Agreement deadline for updated
NDCs, many countries missed the timeline, leaving
global ambition uneven ahead of COP-30.

® |Insufficient Mitigation Targets: Even with new

aggregate NDCs still fall short of
pathways consistent with limiting warming to 1.5°C—
projected emissions reductions are far below necessary
levels.

® Limited Climate Finance Delivery: While COP-30 called
for tripling adaptation finance, actual financial
commitments remain low, and delivery mechanisms

commitments,

are unclear, especially for developing countries needing
support for both mitigation and adaptation.
Measures To Improve NDC Targeting And Implementation
® Formalizing Ambition Through Binding Mechanisms:
Adopting medium-term, legally binding targets (e.g.,
five-year rolling mitigation commitments) can reinforce
ambition and accountability beyond voluntary pledges.
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® Scaling Climate Finance With Predictability: Developed
countries should operationalize Article 9.1 finance
commitments with clear schedules and scaled support,
reducing reliance on conditional assistance.

® Mainstreaming Climate Action In National Plans:
Integrating NDC targets into national development
strategies, budget frameworks, and sectoral policies
can institutionalize climate action rather than leaving it
at negotiation tables.

® Strengthening Monitoring, Reporting And Verification
(MRV): Enhancing MRV frameworks with transparent
progress assessment and regular peer reviews can
ensure countries stay on track and adjust policies
based on outcomes.

Conclusion

COP-30 plays a crucial role in reinforcing the post-Global
Stocktake climate agenda and encouraging stronger, more
comprehensive NDCs. Its focus on just transition, adaptation
finance, and implementation frameworks offers pathways to
bridge the ambition gap. Yet, voluntary commitments and
finance shortfalls highlight the need for stronger mechanisms
and predictable support to ensure NDCs translate into
substantive global climate action.

20. Environmental degradation in India is closely linked with
issues of livelihoods, health, and social equity. Examine
the role of environmental protection measures in
promoting sustainable and inclusive development. (250
words).

Approach:

® Introduce your answer by highlighting environmental
sustainability with sustainable living.

® |nthe body, explain how environmental degradation
is linked with issues of livelihoods, health, and social
equity.

® Mention key issues associated with
environmental protection measures.

® Delve into the Role of Robust Environmental
Protection Measures as a Tool for Inclusive
Development

India’s

® Conclude accordingly.
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Introduction:

Environmental sustainability in India is increasingly
viewed through the lens of sustainable living, where
ecological protection, economic livelihoods, and social justice
are deeply interconnected.

® Rapid growth, resource overuse, and climate stress
have shown that environmental degradation directly
affects the poor, informal workers, women, and
vulnerable communities.
® Hence, environmental protection is not merely an
ecological imperative but a pathway to inclusive and
sustainable development.
Body:
Link Between Environmental Degradation And Livelihoods

® Resource Depletion And Livelihood
Degradation of forests, water bodies, and soil
undermines livelihoods dependent on natural
resources. Farmers, fishers, and forest dwellers are the
first to lose income when ecosystems decline.

Insecurity:

€ For instance, groundwater over-extraction in
Punjab and Haryana has increased irrigation costs
and reduced farm sustainability, affecting small
farmers disproportionately.
® (Climate Variability And Informal Employment: Erratic
rainfall, droughts, and floods disrupt agriculture,
construction, and allied sectors where informal
employment dominates.
€ Repeated droughts in Marathwada have led to
crop failures and seasonal migration of
agricultural labourers.
® Loss Of Traditional And Indigenous Livelihoods:
degradation
knowledge systems and occupations.

Environmental erodes traditional
€ Mining and deforestation in central India have
reduced access to minor forest produce,
impacting tribal livelihoods.
Link Between Environmental Degradation And Health
® Air Pollution And Public Health Burden: Poor air
quality increases respiratory and cardiovascular
diseases, especially among children and the elderly.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation January, 2026 m

& Cities like Delhi record severe air pollution
episodes each winter, leading to higher hospital
admissions and productivity losses.

® Water Pollution And Disease Incidence: Contaminated
water sources spread water-borne diseases, affecting
nutrition and labour productivity.

@ |Industrial effluents in the Ganga basin have
contributed to outbreaks of diarrhoeal diseases
in downstream communities.

@ Also, Indore’s recent drinking water
contamination crisis shows the severity of the
issue.

® C(Climate Extremes And Health Vulnerability:
Heatwaves, floods, and cyclones increase mortality
and strain public health systems.

@ The 2024 heatwave in North India exposed
outdoor workers to heat stress due to lack of
cooling infrastructure.

Link Between Environmental Degradation And Social Equity

® Disproportionate Impact On Vulnerable Groups:

Environmental harm affects the poor more due to

limited coping capacity and unsafe living conditions.

@ Urban slum dwellers living near landfills or drains
face higher exposure to pollution and flooding.

® Gendered Impacts Of Environmental Stress: Women
bear increased care burdens due to water scarcity,
fuelwood collection, and health impacts.

@ In drought-prone regions of Rajasthan, women
travel longer distances for water, affecting
education and health.

® Environmental Injustice And Marginalised
Communities: Industrial and waste sites are often
located near marginalised communities.

€ For instance, communities around Singrauli
industrial region continue to face pollution-
related health and livelihood losses.

Key Issues Associated with India’s Environmental Protection
Measures
® Weak Enforcement Of Environmental Laws: Despite
robust legislation, enforcement remains inconsistent
due to capacity constraints and regulatory capture.
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@ For instance, illegal sand mining continues along
rivers like the Yamuna, degrading ecosystems
despite court orders.

O Local authorities often lack manpower to
monitor violations effectively.
® Growth—Environment Trade-Offs: Economic priorities
sometimes override environmental safeguards.

€ |Infrastructure projects in ecologically sensitive
zones, such as Himalayan road expansion, have
increased landslide risks.

€ Environmental clearances are often fast-tracked
with limited cumulative impact assessment.

® |Institutional Fragmentation: Multiple agencies with
overlapping mandates weaken coordination and
accountability.

€ Urban air pollution management suffers from
poor coordination between transport, industry,
and municipal bodies.This delays integrated
solutions.

® Limited Community
environmental policies may ignore local knowledge

Participation:  Top-down
and needs.

€ Relocation of

conservation without adequate consultation has

led to livelihood distress.This reduces public trust

forest communities for

and compliance.
Robust Environmental Protection Measures as a Tool for
Inclusive Development:
® SecuringlivelihoodsThroughEcosystem Conservation:
Protecting forests, wetlands, and coastal ecosystems
sustains livelihoods dependent on natural resources
while ensuring long-term ecological balance.
€ Conservation-based approaches reduce resource
depletion and enhance income stability for
vulnerable communities.
€ For instance, Joint Forest Management in some
states has improved forest cover while increasing
income from minor forest produce for tribal
households.

® Improving Public Health And Productivity: Pollution
control and clean energy initiatives reduce disease
burden and healthcare costs, directly enhancing
workforce productivity and quality of life.

€ Environmental protection thus delivers both
social and economic dividends.

@ The Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana reduced
indoor air pollution by promoting clean cooking
fuel among poor households, particularly
benefiting women’s health.

® Promoting Equitable Access To Natural Resources:
Environmental regulation ensures fair access to
common resources such as air, water, and forests,
preventing elite capture and environmental injustice.
@ Inclusive governance protects marginalised
communities from disproportionate ecological
harm.
€ For instance, Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ)
norms protect traditional fishing communities by
restricting commercial encroachment along
sensitive coastlines.
® Enabling Climate-Resilient And Inclusive Growth:
Climate mitigation and adaptation measures reduce
vulnerability of poor and climate-exposed populations,
supporting sustainable development pathways.
€ Nature-based solutions enhance resilience while
creating green employment.
@ For instance, Mangrove restoration in Odisha’s
Kendrapara has supported local livelihoods.
Conclusion:

Environmental protection measures are central to
addressing India’s intertwined challenges of livelihoods,
health, and social equity. By aligning ecological sustainability
with human well-being, India can pursue development that
is both inclusive and resilient. Strengthening such measures
advances SDG 1 (No Poverty), SDG 3 (Good Health), and
SDG 13 (Climate Action) ensuring a sustainable future for all.
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Science & Technology

21. Explain how advances in semiconductor technology
underpin developments in Al, 6G communication, and
guantum computing. (150 words)

Approach:
® Introduce your answer by briefly mentioning
semiconductor technology.
® In the body, explain how advances in this underpins
the development in Al, 6G communication, and
gquantum computing.

® Conclude accordingly.
Introduction:

Semiconductors have emerged as the strategic
backbone of the digital economy as highlighted by India’s
Semiconductor Mission, underpinning miniaturised, high-
speed, and energy-efficient electronic systems that drive
artificial intelligence, next-generation communication, and
guantum computing.

Body:

Role Of Semiconductors in Development of Artificial
Intelligence:

® High-Performance Computing Through Advanced

Chips: Al require massive parallel

computation, enabled by advanced semiconductor

nodes, specialized architectures, and dense transistor
packing. Shrinking node sizes increase speed and

workloads

reduce power consumption.
€ For Example: NVIDIA’s H100 GPU (4 nm process)
enables large language models and Al training by
delivering petaflop-scale performance.
® Energy Efficiency For Edge Al: Advances in low-power
semiconductor design allow Al inference at the edge,
reducing reliance on cloud data centres and enabling
real-time decision-making.
€ For Example: Apple’s Neural Engine (SoC-based
Al accelerator) enables on-device Al for speech
recognition and image processing.
® Integration Of Memory And Logic: Al performance
depends heavily on fast memory access; advanced
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memory-chip integration reduces latency and energy
loss between compute and storage.
€ For Example: High Bandwidth Memory (HBM3)
used in Al accelerators dramatically improves
data throughput for deep learning tasks.
Of Semiconductors in of 6G

Role Development

Communication:

® Ultra-High Frequency And Terahertz Devices: 6G will
operateinsub-THzand THz bands, requiring compound
semiconductors that can handle ultra-high frequencies
with low signal loss.

@ For Example: Gallium Nitride (GaN) and Silicon
Carbide (SiC) chips are being developed globally
for terahertz transceivers in 6G research.

® Miniaturisation And Antenna Integration: Advanced
semiconductor fabrication allows antennas, RF circuits,
and processors to be integrated on a single chip,
enabling compact and efficient devices.

® Low-LatencyAndIntelligentNetworks:Semiconductor-
enabled Al processing inside network hardware
enables real-time traffic management, ultra-low
latency, and network self-optimization.

€ For Example: Al-enabled baseband chips being
tested in 5G-Advanced, a stepping stone toward
6G.

Role Of Semiconductor in Development of Quantum
computing:
® Fabrication Of Quantum Bits (Qubits): Quantum
computing requires ultra-precise semiconductor
fabrication at nanometre scales to create stable qubits
with minimal decoherence.

€ For Example: Silicon spin qubits, fabricated using
CMOS-compatible semiconductor processes,
pursued by global and Indian research labs.

® Cryogenic And Control Electronics: Quantum systems
require semiconductor chips capable of operating at
near-absolute zero temperatures for precise qubit
control and readout.

€ For Example: Cryogenic CMOS control chips used
in superconducting quantum processors.
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® Integration With Classical Computing: Quantum
computers rely on classical semiconductor processors
for control, error correction, and hybrid computing
workflows.
€ For Example: Quantum-classical hybrid
architectures combining semiconductor CPUs
with quantum processing units (QPUs).
Conclusion:

Semiconductor technology is the foundational enabler
of Al, 6G, and quantum computing through advances in
speed, efficiency, and miniaturisation. India has made
concrete progress through policy support, ATMP facilities, and
global design leadership. To fully harness next-generation
technologies, India must move decisively toward advanced
fabrication, research depth, and skilled manpower, making
semiconductors a true pillar of technological sovereignty.

22. India has developed a robust and cost-effective space
technology ecosystem with wide civilian applications.In
this context, evaluate the contribution of India’s space
technology programmes to socio-economic development.
(250 words).

Approach:

® Introduce your answer by highlighting India’s space
ecosystem.

® In the body, delve into India’s Space Technology
Ecosystem.

® Next, explain how they contribute to India’s socio-
economic development.

® Mention key challenges in their adaptation and
utilisation.

® Suggest Measures to Enhance their Socio-Economic
Impact.

® Conclude accordingly.
Introduction:

India has built a robust, indigenous, and cost-effective
space technology ecosystem under the leadership of Indian
Space Research Organisation (ISRO), combining frugal
innovation with societal orientation.

® Unlike many space programmes focused primarily on
strategic or exploratory goals, India’s space efforts have
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been consciously designed for civilian applications,
development planning, and public service delivery,
making space technology a critical enabler of socio-
economic development.
Body:
India’s Space Technology Ecosystem
India’s space program is built on three main pillars that
directly serve the civilian population:
® INSAT/GSAT Series: Focused on communication and
broadcasting.
® |RS (Indian Remote Sensing) Series: One of the world’s
largest constellationsfornatural resource management.
® NaviC (Navigation with Indian Constellation):
Providing independent regional positioning services.
Socio-Economic Contributions
® Agriculture and Food Security

@ Crop Forecasting: The FASAL (Forecasting
Agricultural output using Space, Agro-
meteorology and Land-based observations)
project provides pre-harvest estimates of crop
production, aiding the government in export-
import decisions.

€ Precision Farming: Space data assists in soil
health mapping and drought monitoring (via the
National Agricultural Drought Assessment and
Monitoring System).

@ Fisheries: The Potential Fishing Zone (PFZ)
advisories, based on ocean color and temperature
data, helps fishermen reduce their “search time”
, significantly cutting fuel costs.

® Disaster Management and Resilience

@ India’s space assets have shifted the paradigm
from “reactive relief” to “proactive mitigation.”

€ Early Warning: Satellites like SCATSAT-1 provide
real-time monitoring of cyclones. More recently
Cyclone Remal (2024), precise tracking led to the
successful evacuation of millions, minimizing loss
of life.

€ Flood Mapping: The Bhuvan portal provides high-
resolution inundation maps to state authorities
during monsoons for targeted rescue operations.
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Social Infrastructure: Education and Health
€ Tele-education: The EDUSAT program
revolutionized distance learning by connecting
premier institutions to rural schools and “Virtual
Classrooms,” bridging the urban-rural pedagogical
gap.
€ Tele-medicine: ISRO has established a network
connecting remote hospitals (e.g., in Leh-Ladakh
or Andaman & Nicobar) with super-specialty
hospitals in metros, providing critical healthcare
access to underserved populations.
Governance and Rural Development
€ Asset Mapping: More than 6.24 crore assets/
activities have been geo-tagged on the Geo-
MGNREGA geoportal to ensure transparency and
prevent leakage of funds.
€ SVAMITVA Scheme: Space technology and drones
are used to map rural inhabited lands, providing
“Records of Rights” to village household owners
and reducing land disputes.
Economic Growth and the “New Space” Era
@ With the creation of IN-SPACe and NSIL, India is
moving from a 2% share of the global space
economy to a target of 10% by 2030, fostering a
startup ecosystem (e.g., Skyroot, Agnikul) and
high-skill job creation.

Key Challenges In Adaptation And Utilisation

UPSC

Limited Last-Mile Integration With Governance
Systems: Despite availability of high-quality satellite
data, its integration into routine decision-making at
district and municipal levels remains weak due to
institutional silos.

@ For instance, after the 2015 Chennai floods,
satellite-based floodplain and drainage maps
were available, yet urban planning approvals
continued on encroached wetlands, contributing
to recurrent floods, reflecting poor administrative
uptake of space inputs.

Data Accessibility And Farmer-Level Awareness Gaps:
Space-based advisories often fail to reach end-users in
actionable formats, limiting their developmental
impact.
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@ Although ISRO’s FASAL programme provides crop
and drought assessments, many small farmers
remain unaware of satellite-based advisories,
relying instead on traditional rainfall expectations.

Skill And Capacity Constraints At Local Levels: There is
a shortage of trained personnel to interpret and
operationalise satellite data at state and district levels.
€ For instance, several district planning offices in
North-East India lack trained GIS analysts,
resulting in underutilisation of satellite inputs for
landslide risk mapping despite frequent disasters.
Digital And Infrastructure Divide: Satellite-enabled
services require complementary digital infrastructure,
which remains uneven across regions.

@ Satellite tele-education and tele-medicine
initiatives in tribal districts of Odisha and
Chhattisgarh faced limited uptake due to
unreliable electricity and internet access at the
community level.

Measures To Enhance Socio-Economic Impact

® Mainstream Space Data In Governance: Integrate
satellite analytics into routine planning, budgeting, and
monitoring at state and district levels.

® Strengthen Capacity Building: Expand training for
officials, farmers, and entrepreneurs in geospatial and
satellite applications.

® Promote Public—Private Collaboration: Encourage
private firms and start-ups to develop user-friendly,
sector-specific space solutions.

® Improve Data Access And Customisation: Create open,
interoperable platforms with tailored outputs for
agriculture, health, and urban governance.

® Link Space Tech With Digital India Goals: Combine
satellite services with broadband, mobile platforms,
and Al to maximise last-mile delivery.

Conclusion:

India’s space technology programmes have made

substantial contributions to socio-economic development by
enhancing agricultural productivity, disaster resilience, digital
inclusion, and innovation. While challenges of integration and
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capacity remain, deeper mainstreaming of space applications
into governance and markets can transform India’s space
ecosystem into a powerful engine of inclusive and sustainable
development.

Internal Security

23. Cyber security has emerged as a critical pillar of national
security in the digital age.
Discuss the major cyber security challenges faced by India
and evaluate the institutional, technological, and legal
measures taken to address them. (250 words).

Approach:

® Introduce your answer by highlighting Cyber security
has emerged as a critical pillar.

® In the body, discuss major cyber security challenges
faced by India.

® Next, evaluate the institutional, technological, and
legal measures to address them.

® Give suggestions to strengthen these institutional,
technological, and legal measures.

® Conclude accordingly.

Introduction:

Cyber security has emerged as a critical pillar of national
security in the digital age as governance, economy, and
defence increasingly rely on digital networks.

® Incidents such as cyber-attacks on power grids(e.g., In

Mumbai),

databases(eg, AIIMS Ransomware Attack) show that

financial systems, and government
cyber threats can disrupt national security as seriously
as conventional threats.

Body:

Major Cyber Security Challenges Faced By India

® Rising Financial Frauds: India has witnessed a sharp
rise in phishing, ransomware, and online financial
frauds targeting individuals and institutions. These
crimes exploit low cyber awareness and rapid
digitalisation.

www.drishtiias.com

@ For instance, in FY 2023-24, India recorded over
13.4 lakh UPI fraud cases resulting in losses
exceeding 1,087 crore, marking the highest level
since the UPI system became mainstream.

@ This threat spectrum has further expanded with
the emergence of “digital arrest” scams, wherein
fraudsters impersonate law-enforcement or

regulatory officials to psychologically coerce

victims into transferring money.

Critical  Information

® Continuous Threat on

Infrastructure: Power grids, telecom networks,

transport systems, and health infrastructure are
increasingly digitised but inadequately protected. A
successful cyber-attack can cause systemic disruption.
@ For example, RedEcho, a hacker group, attacked
10 Indian Power Sector Companies and 2
Seaports in 2021.
® State-Sponsored Cyber Espionage And Warfare: India
faces threats from hostile state and non-state actors
engaged in cyber espionage, data theft, and sabotage
of strategic systems.
€ 1n 2025, agroup of cyber attackers allegedly based
in Pakistan claimed responsibility for accessing
sensitive data from Indian state-owned websites,
raising serious national security concerns.
® Cyber-Skill Deficit And Institutional Capacity Gaps:
Shortage of trained cyber security professionals and
uneven capacity across states weakens prevention and
response mechanisms.
¢ Though

commissioned in 33 States/UTs and over 24,600

cyber forensic labs have been
police officers, prosecutors, and judicial officials
trained, uneven distribution of tools and
expertise persists at local levels, leading to
delayed or superficial forensic investigations,

especially in smaller districts.
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Measures Taken To Address Cyber Security Challenges

Measures Taken

Institutional Measures (CERT-In,
India’s National Cyber Coordination
Centre, cyber cells in police)

Progress

Dedicated cyber governance
architecture, faster incident response
and advisories, improved situational
awareness, specialised cyber cells
enhance investigation capacity

Issues Persist

Inter-agency coordination gaps; uneven
capacity across States; shortage of trained
cyber manpower; limited real-time data
sharing

Technological Measures (secure
DPI, Al-based threat detection,
indigenisation, cyber forensics)

Improved cyber resilience, early
threat detection using Al/ML, reduced
dependence on foreign hardware/
software, stronger forensic and
network security capabilities

High implementation costs; technology
obsolescence; limited adoption by MSMEs
and States; skill gap in advanced cyber
technologies

Legal and Policy Measures (IT Act,
DPDP Act, sectoral guidelines)

Clearer data protection norms;
mandatory breach reporting, enhanced
accountability of intermediaries,
alignment with global cyber norms

Enforcement challenges; regulatory overlap;
compliance burden for startups; laws lag
behind emerging threats like Al-driven frauds

underway

Suggestions To Strengthen Cyber Security Framework

® Strengthening Institutional Measures: Enhance
coordination between central, state, and sectoral cyber
agencies and expand cyber crime units at local levels.

@ Regular cyber security audits and joint cyber
exercises can improve preparedness.

® Advancing Technological Measures: Invest in
indigenous cyber security technologies, encryption
standards, and secure hardware manufacturing.

@ Greater use of Al-driven threat intelligence and
real-time monitoring systems is essential.

® Reforming Legal And Policy Measures: Update cyber
laws to address emerging threats such as deepfakes
and Al-enabled attacks.

@ Strengthen data protection enforcement, clarify
jurisdiction in cyber crimes, and enhance
international cooperation on cyber norms.

Conclusion:

Cyber security is integral to India’s national security,
economic stability, and citizen trust in the digital era. While
India has taken important institutional, technological, and
legal steps, evolving threats demand continuous capacity-
building, legal reforms, and technological innovation to
ensure a resilient and secure cyber ecosystem.

Disaster Management

24. How far has India’s disaster management framework
moved from a relief-centric approach to a mitigation- and
resilience-based approach? Discuss with suitable
examples. (250 words)

Approach:
® Introduce your answer by highlighting the recent
reforms.
® |n the body elaborate this movement towards
mitigation and resilience.
® Next, mention gaps that remain.
® Suggest measures to strengthen the framework

® Conclude accordingly.
Introduction:

India’s disaster management approach has shifted from
arelief-centric model to a risk reduction and resilience-based
framework, strengthened by theThe Disaster Management
(Amendment) Act, 2025.

® The amendment prioritises multi-hazard risk
assessment, early warning systems, mitigation, and
resilient infrastructure, integrating disaster
management with climate adaptation.
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® However, uneven implementation across disaster
types and regions highlights gaps in local capacity and
last-mile preparedness.

Body:

Movement Towards Mitigation (Reducing Disaster Risk

Before Impact):

® Legal And Institutional Shift After 2005: The Disaster

Management Act, 2005 marked a structural move

away from ad-hoc relief by creating permanent
institutions for disaster risk governance.

€ Bodiessuch asthe National Disaster Management

Authority and State Disaster Management

Authorities

mitigation planning, and preparedness.

institutionalised hazard mapping,

O This represented a shift from post-disaster
response to pre-disaster risk reduction.
® Early Warning Systems And Risk Anticipation: India
has significantly strengthened forecasting and early
warning  mechanisms, especially for hydro-
meteorological disasters. Accurate prediction enables
preventive action rather than reactive relief.

@ Forinstance, during Cyclone Fani (2019), advance
warnings allowed evacuation of about 1.2 million
people from Puri, Khordha, and Cuttack districts.

® Infrastructure-Based Mitigation Measures: Investment

in protective infrastructure reflects a mitigation
mindset aimed at reducing disaster impact.

€ Odisha’s

shelters, constructed after 1999, played a crucial

network of multi-purpose cyclone

role in limiting casualties during Cyclones Phailin
(2013), Fani (2019), and Amphan (2020).

€ India’s launch of the Coalition for Disaster
Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) highlights its
commitment to creating infrastructure that

survives disasters, moving beyond just repairing

them.
® Mainstreaming Disaster Risk Reduction Into
Development: Disaster mitigation is increasingly

integrated into  development planning and
infrastructure projects, aligning with global frameworks
such as the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction.

@ Risk assessments are gradually becoming part of

road, housing, and coastal development
planning.

@ The 15th Finance Commission recommended the
establishment of dedicated mitigation funds at
both the national and state levels, resulting in
the creation of the National Disaster Risk

Management Fund (NDRMF) and the State
Disaster Risk Management Funds (SDRMF),
thereby integrating relief and mitigation into a
unified disaster risk-management framework.

Movement Towards Resilience (Capacity To Absorb And

Recover):
® Professionalisation Of Disaster Response Forces: The
creation and strengthening of the National Disaster
Response Force has enhanced India’s ability to respond
quickly and recover efficiently, a key component of
resilience. Pre-deployment and regular mock drills
indicate preparedness beyond relief.
@ For instance, NDRF units were pre-positioned
along the Odisha and West Bengal coasts before
Cyclone Yaas (2021).
® Community-Based Disaster Preparedness: Resilience
is increasingly built at the community level through
training, awareness, and volunteer networks.
€ Odisha’s Village Disaster Management Plans
(VDMPs) for Cyclone Preparedness uses trained
local volunteers for last-mile communication and
evacuation, ensuring quick community response
during cyclones.
® Climate Resilience And Adaptive Capacity: India has
begun addressing slow-onset and climate-linked
disasters by building adaptive resilience.
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€ For instance, Ahmedabad’s Heat Action Plan
(since 2013) introduced early warnings, public
advisories, and hospital preparedness, leading to
a measurable decline in heat-related deaths.

® Urban And Localised Resilience Efforts: Post-disaster
learning has triggered selective urban resilience
measures, though outcomes remain mixed.

@ For example, after the 2015 Chennai floods, the
city initiated storm-water drainage expansion and
partial restoration of water bodies to improve
long-term flood resilience.

Persistent Gaps in Disaster Management:

® Floods And Urban Disasters: Despite repeated flood
events, mitigation and resilience remain weak due to
poor land-use regulation and encroachment of natural
drainage.
€ Forinstance, Bengaluru floods (2022) highlighted
continued neglect of lake systems and storm-
water channels, turning heavy rainfall into
recurring crises.
® Earthquakes And Landslides: India’s preparedness is
weakest in low-frequency, high-impact disasters due to
poor enforcement of building codes.
€ Joshimath subsidence (2023) exposed
unregulated construction in a fragile Himalayan
zone despite known seismic risks.
® Heatwaves And Slow-Onset Disasters: While early
warnings have improved, mitigation for slow-onset
disasters like heatwaves remains uneven, with many
cities lacking long-term urban cooling and occupational
safety measures.
€ Response often focuses on emergency advisories
rather than structural adaptation.
€ During the 2024 North India heatwave, cities like
Delhi and Jaipur reported heat-related fatalities
among outdoor workers, exposing gaps in heat-
resilient urban design and labour protection.

Industrial And Technological Disasters: Preparedness
for industrial and chemical disasters remains largely
response-oriented, with limited emphasis on
prevention, risk audits, and land-use zoning around
hazardous sites.
€ The Vizag LG Polymers gas leak (2020) highlighted
weak enforcement of safety norms and poor
emergency preparedness, with mitigation failures
preceding the disaster.

Measures to Strengthen Disaster Mitigation And Resilience:

Risk-Informed Land Use And Urban Planning: Disaster
risk considerations must be embedded into land-use
planning, zoning regulations, and infrastructure
approvals, especially in floodplains, coastal zones, and
seismic regions.

@ Development permissions should be linked to
hazard maps and carrying-capacity studies.

€ Mandatory use of floodplain zoning and GIS-
based hazard mapping in cities like Chennai and
Guwahati to prevent construction on natural
drainage and wetlands.

Enforcing Resilient Building Codes And Standards:
Strict enforcement of disaster-resilient building codes
is essential to reduce losses from earthquakes,
cyclones, and heatwaves.

€@ Compliance must be ensured through third-party
audits and accountability of local authorities.

@ Scaling up enforcement of earthquake-resistant
construction norms (IS 1893) in Seismic Zone
IV-V states such as Uttarakhand and Himachal
Pradesh.

Strengthening Local And Community-Level Capacity:
Disaster resilience must be decentralised by
empowering Panchayats, Urban Local Bodies, and
community groups with training, resources, and
decision-making authority. Local knowledge improves
last-mile preparedness and response.
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€ Expanding Cyclone Preparedness Programme— integrating them with labour safety and public
type volunteer networks to flood-prone districts health systems.
of Assam and Bihar. Conclusion:
® Integrating Climate Adaptation With Disaster India has made a clear shift from relief-centric disaster

Management: Disaster management should be closely = management towards mitigation and resilience, particularly
in cyclones, early warning systems, and climate-related

disasters. However, progress remains uneven across disaster

types and regions, with floods, earthquakes, and urban

risks still dominated by reactive responses. Deepening

risk-informed planning, resilient infrastructure, and local

@ Scaling Heat Action Plans from cities like = capacity-building is essential to fully embed resilience into
Ahmedabad to all heat-prone urban centres and  India’s development trajectory.

integrated with climate adaptation strategies to
address increasing frequency of extreme events.
€ Sectoral planning must incorporate heat, flood,
and drought resilience.
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GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-4

Theoretical Question

25. Explain the role of empathy and compassion in
strengthening ethical decision-making and improving
interpersonal relationships in public service. (150 words).

Approach:
® Introduce your answer by defining the keywords.
® In the body, explain their role in ethical decision
making and improving interpersonal relationships.
® Suggest measures to inculcate empathy and

compassion .

® Conclude accordingly.
Introduction:

Empathy refers to the ability to understand and share
the feelings, perspectives, and experiences of others, while
compassion goes a step further by motivating action to
alleviate their suffering.

® In public service, where decisions directly affect
citizens’ lives, these values form the moral foundation
for humane, just, and people-centric governance.
Body:
Role of Empathy and Compassion in Strengthening Ethical
Decision-Making:
® Role of Empathy
€ People-Centred Policy Formulation: Empathy
enables administrators to perceive policies from

the citizen’s lived experience rather than from a

purely procedural lens.

O During the Covid-19 pandemic, empathetic
governance translated into free foodgrain
distribution under PM-GKAY and relaxed
documentation norms for migrant workers,
ensuring welfare delivery despite loss of
identity papers and livelihoods.

€ Fair and Context-Sensitive Administration:

Empathy helps officials appreciate socio-economic

vulnerabilities while implementing rules, leading

to balanced decisions.

O For instance, field officers waiving minor
penalties for small vendors or local
administrations adjusting school and exam
schedules during floods or heatwaves reflect
ethical sensitivity to contextual hardships.

@ Trust-Building and Legitimacy of the State: When
administrators demonstrate empathy through
listening, grievance redressal, and respectful
conduct, citizens perceive the State as caring
rather than coercive.

O Responsivedistrict helplines during disasters
and empathetic policing during protests
strengthen democratic trust and voluntary
compliance with law.

® Role of Compassion

€ Humanising Rule Interpretation and Ethical
Discretion: Compassion allows officials to go
beyond rigid legality and apply rules with
humanity.

O Granting loan repayment deadline
extensions to farmers during droughts or
cyclones exemplify compassionate discretion
rooted in ethical judgment.

@ Protection of the Vulnerable and Marginalised:
Compassion drives proactive intervention for
those unable to articulate their distress.

O For example night shelters for the homeless
during winters, special relief camps for
women, children, and elderly during
disasters, and leniency towards first-time
minor offenders, prioritising reform over
punishment.

€ Reduction of Corruption and Abuse of Power:
Compassionate officials recognise the human cost
of administrative actions, reducing tendencies
towards harassment, arbitrariness, or rent-
seeking.

O Ethical compassion discourages misuse of
authority, as seen when frontline officials
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facilitate welfare access instead of exploiting
procedural gaps, thereby reinforcing integrity
in public service.

Role of Empathy and Compassion in Strengthening
Interpersonal Relationships:

Role of Empathy:

€ Building Trust Between Citizens and the State:
Empathy expressed through patient listening and
respectful responses humanises governance and
reduces the perceived distance between citizens

and the State.
O Grievance redressal camps, Jan Sunwais,
and public hearings, where officials
acknowledge  suffering and  explain

constraints transparently, strengthen
institutional credibility and democratic
legitimacy.

& Effective Conflict Resolution: Empathetic
engagementenablesadministratorstounderstand
the emotional and livelihood concerns behind
disputes.

O In cases of land acquisition, rehabilitation,
or delayed welfare delivery, acknowledging
grievances and offering phased
compensation, alternative livelihoods, or
dialogue-based solutions helps defuse
tensions and prevent escalation.

€ Improved Workplace Relationships: Empathy
within the bureaucracy promotes understanding
of colleagues’ pressures and challenges.

O Supportive senior officers, flexible work
arrangements during crises, and open
communication channels enhance morale,
teamwork, and administrative efficiency
while reducing burnout and workplace stress.

Role of Compassion

Inclusive and Socially Just Governance: Compassion

ensures that governance consciously prioritises those
at the margins.

€ Policy sensitivity towards persons with

disabilities, women, tribal communities, elderly,

and migrant workers—such as home-based

service delivery, relaxed norms, or targeted
outreach—Ileads to more inclusive and equitable
outcomes.
® Ensures Humane Service Delivery: Compassion
motivates officials to go beyond minimum obligations
to ensure dignity in public services.

@ For example, facilitating hospital access for the
poor, expediting pensions for elderly
beneficiaries, or ensuring respectful treatment
at welfare offices, reinforcing ethical governance.

® Strengthening Administrative Motivation and
Purpose: Compassion reconnects public servants with
the core objective of service to society.

@ When leadership values care and well-being,
officials experience greater purpose, resulting in
higher motivation, ethical conduct, and citizen-
centric outcomes.

Measures to Strengthen Empathy and Compassion in Public
Service

® Ethics and Emotional Intelligence Training: Regular
training programs focusing on empathy, emotional
intelligence, and ethical reasoning should be integrated
into civil service training curricula.

® (Citizen Engagement and Field Exposure: Field postings,
public hearings, and community interactions help
administrators understand ground realities and
develop sensitivity toward citizens’ problems.

® |Institutionalising Feedback Mechanisms: Grievance
redressal systems, social audits, and citizen feedback
platforms help officials remain accountable and
responsive.

® Role Modelling and Ethical Leadership: Senior leaders
must exemplify compassion and integrity, setting
behavioural standards for the entire bureaucracy.

Conclusion:

Empathy and compassion are the moral compass
of ethical governance, transforming authority into service
and power into responsibility. As Mahatma Gandhi rightly
said, “The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in
the service of others.” Integrating these values into public
administration is essential for building trust, justice, and
inclusive development.
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26. How does lack of probity in public administration affect
public trust and institutional credibility? Illustrate your
answer with suitable examples. (150 words)

Approach:

® Introduce your answer by defining probity .

® In the body, argue how lack of probity in public
administration affects public trust and institutional
credibility.

® Suggest measures to strengthen probity in public
life.

® Conclude accordingly.

Introduction:

Probity in public administration refers to integrity,
honesty, and ethical conduct in the exercise of public power.
It forms the moral foundation of governance and ensures
that public authority is exercised in the interest of citizens.
When probity is compromised, it erodes public trust, weakens
institutions, and undermines democratic legitimacy.

Body:
Impact of Lack of Probity on Public Trust

® Erosion of Public Confidence: When corruption,
favoritism, or misuse of authority becomes common,
citizens lose faith in government institutions.

€ Scams such as the 2G spectrum case or coal
allocation irregularities created a perception that
public resources were being misused for private
gain, weakening trust in governance.

® Perception of Inequality and Injustice: Lack of probity
leads to unequal treatment of citizens, where influence
and connections override merit and fairness.

@ This creates a sense of injustice and alienation,
especially among marginalised groups who
depend most on public services.

® Decline in Citizen Participation: When people believe
that institutions are corrupt or unresponsive, they
disengage from civic processes such as voting, public
consultations, redressal,

or grievance weakening

democratic participation.
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Impact of Lack of Probity on Institutional Credibility and
Governance

® Erosion of Institutional Integrity: Repeated ethical
failures damage the credibility of public institutions
such as regulatory bodies, law enforcement agencies,
and local administrations.

€ For instance, Mismanagement in urban planning
and service delivery often results in poor
infrastructure and citizen dissatisfaction.

O Once trust is lost, even honest actions are
viewed with suspicion.
® |Inefficient Policy Implementation: Lack of probity
often leads to leakages, delays, and poor
implementation of welfare schemes.

@ For example, corruption in public distribution
systems or infrastructure projects reduces
effectiveness and increases costs.

® Weak Rule of Law: When rules are selectively applied
or manipulated for personal gain, it undermines the
rule of law and promotes a culture of impunity, where
accountability becomes the exception rather than the
norm.
Measures To Strengthen Probity In Public Life

® Strengthening Ethical Frameworks A strong ethical
framework is the foundation of clean and accountable
governance.

@ Clear codes of conduct, mandatory asset
declarations, and strict conflict-of-interest rules
help ensure that public officials act in the public
interest rather than for personal gain.

@ Regular ethics training and clear consequences
for violations can create a culture where integrity
is valued and misconduct is discouraged. When
rules are applied uniformly, citizens gain
confidence that governance is fair and impartial.

® Enhancing Transparency and  Accountability
Mechanisms Transparency is essential for rebuilding
public trust.

@ The use of digital platforms, such as online portals
for service delivery, procurement, and grievance
redressal, reduces human discretion and
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corruption. Instruments like the Right to
Information (RTI) Act, social audits, and
independent vigilance bodies enable citizens to
monitor government actions and demand
accountability.
€ When information is accessible and decision-
making is open, institutions become more
responsive and credible.
® Promoting Ethical Leadership at All Levels: Leaders
who demonstrate honesty, humility, and accountability
set powerful examples for the entire administrative
system
@ Ethical
discourages misuse of power, and builds a culture
of trust within institutions. When senior officials

leadership encourages transparency,

lead by example, ethical behaviour becomes a
shared norm rather than an imposed rule.
® Encouraging Citizen Participation and Oversight:
Activecitizenengagementthrough publicconsultations,
grievance redressal forums, and social audits
strengthens democratic accountability.
€ When citizens feel heard and involved, trust in
institutions increases and governance becomes
more responsive to real needs.
® Building a Culture of Integrity: Beyond rules and
regulations, long-term trust depends on nurturing
values such as honesty, fairness, and responsibility
within public institutions.
€ Continuous training, ethical mentoring, and
recognition of integrity-based performance can
these values in

help embed

administrative practice.

everyday

Conclusion:

Lack of probity corrodes public trust and weakens
institutional foundations, threatening the very legitimacy
of governance. Restoring probity through transparency,
accountability, and ethical leadership is essential for rebuilding
citizen confidence and ensuring effective, people-centric
administration.

27. In a society marked by growing materialism and
individualism, human values often come under stress.
Discuss the relevance of human values in ensuring ethical
governance and inclusive development. Illustrate with
suitable examples.(150 words)

Approach:

® Introduce your answer by highlighting contemporary
changes.

® Inthe body, elaborate how this shift comes in conflict
with human values.

® Next, argue the relevance of human values in
ensuring ethical governance.

® Conclude accordingly.

Introduction:

Rapid economic growth, urbanization, and technological
advancement have transformed Indian society, bringing
increased material prosperity and individual autonomy.
However, this shift has also intensified materialism,
competition, and self-interest, often weakening collective
responsibility and ethical sensitivity.

® In such a context, reaffirming human values becomes
essential for sustaining ethical governance and
inclusive development.
Body:
Conflict Between Materialism, Individualism and Human
Values:

® Erosion Of Empathy And Social Responsibility: The
growing emphasis on personal achievement, efficiency,
and material success often reduces emotional
sensitivity toward the hardships of others. In
governance, this is reflected in rule-bound and target-

driven administration where compassion takes a

backseat.

@ For example, strict insistence on digital
documentation or biometric authentication has
led to exclusion of the elderly, migrants, and
homeless persons from welfare schemes,
revealing how procedural efficiency can override

human concern.
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€ Such trends weaken the moral obligation of the
state to protect the most vulnerable.
Normalization Of Unethical Practices: In a highly
competitive and performance-oriented environment,
success is often measured by outcomes rather than
ethical means.
€ This encourages shortcuts such as bribery,
favoritism, and manipulation of processes to
secure personal or institutional gains.
€ |Instances of corruption in service delivery,
examination paper leaks, or
treatment in recruitment processes illustrate how
material incentives erode integrity.

O Over time,
socially tolerated, weakening moral standards
in both public and private life.

Weakening Of Collective Good And Public Spirit:
Individualism prioritizes personal
convenience over collective responsibility, undermining
commitment to public goods.

preferential

unethical conduct becomes

comfort and

€ This is evident in widespread disregard for
environmental norms, such as improper waste
disposal, excessive resource consumption, or
resistance to community health measures.

@ During public crises, reluctance to follow safety
guidelines or contribute to collective efforts
reflects declining civic consciousness. Such
behavior conflicts with values of cooperation,
solidarity, and shared responsibility essential for
social harmony.

Marginalization Of Vulnerable Groups: Market-driven
growth and profit-oriented development often fail to
adequately address social equity and human dignity.
€@ Urban infrastructure projects, industrial
corridors, and real estate expansion frequently
displace informal workers, slum dwellers, and
tribal
rehabilitation or livelihood security.

communities without sufficient

€ Similarly, women’s unpaid care work and informal
labor remain undervalued in economic planning.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation January, 2026 m

O This exclusionary pattern highlights how
unchecked materialism and individualism
can deepen inequalities and undermine the
human values of justice, compassion, and
inclusiveness.

Relevance Of Human Values In Ensuring Ethical Governance

Integrity And Probity In Public Administration: Human
values such as honesty, integrity, and accountability
form the ethical foundation of public administration.
€@ When officials internalize these values, decision-
making prioritizes public interest over personal
gain.
€ Transparent procurement systems, e-tendering,
and open data portals reduce discretion and
corruption, reflecting integrity-driven governance.
Such practices strengthen the moral authority of
the state and deter misuse of public resources.

® Empathy-Based Policy Design And Implementation:

Empathy enables administrators to move beyond file-
based governance and understand the lived realities
of citizens.

@ During the COVID-19 pandemic, measures such
as free food distribution, temporary shelters for
migrants, and relaxation of documentation norms
reflected compassionate governance.

€ Policies shaped by empathy ensure that welfare
schemes reach the most vulnerable and are
responsive to human distress rather than rigid
procedures.

® Rule Of Law With Moral Sensitivity: While rule of law

ensures uniformity and fairness, human values guide
its humane application.

@ Ethical discretion allows officials to interpret rules
contextually, especially during disasters or
emergencies.

@ For example, flexibility in deadlines for farmers
affected by natural calamities reflects moral
sensitivity. This balance between legality and
humanity enhances justice and public confidence
in institutions.
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® Trust And Legitimacy Of Institutions: Institutions
derive legitimacy not only from constitutional authority
but also from ethical conduct.

€ When citizens experience fairness, respect, and
responsiveness in governance, trust in public
institutions increases.

@ Effective grievance redressal systems, people-
friendly policing, and accessible public services
exemplify how value-based conduct strengthens
democratic legitimacy.

Inclusive

Relevance of Human Values In Ensuring

Development

® Dignity And Equality In Service Delivery: Human
values ensure that development policies respect the
dignity of individuals rather than treating beneficiaries
as mere statistics.

@ Inclusive education, healthcare, and housing
initiatives that prioritize accessibility for women,
persons with disabilities, and marginalized
communities reflect a commitment to equality
and social justice. Dignity-centered development
empowers individuals as rights-bearing citizens.

® Participation And Empowerment Of Marginalized
Groups: Values of respect and compassion promote
participatory development, where communities are
partners rather than passive recipients.

€ Involving women’s self-help groups, tribal
councils, and local communities in planning and
implementation enhances ownership,
accountability, and sustainability of development
initiatives. Empowerment rooted in values
strengthens democratic participation.

® Inter-Generational And Environmental Responsibility:
Human values extend ethical concern beyond the
present generation. Sustainable development rooted
in environmental responsibility balances economic
growth with ecological preservation.

@ Ethical stewardship of natural resources, climate-
resilient planning, and protection of biodiversity
ensure that development today does not
compromise the well-being of future generations.

® Social Cohesion And Solidarity: By fostering fraternity,
tolerance, and mutual respect, human values reduce
social polarization and inequality. Inclusive welfare
programs, community-based development models,
and social security for vulnerable groups promote
solidarity and collective well-being. Such value-based
development strengthens social cohesion and national
unity.
Conclusion:

In an era of materialism and individualism, human values
serve as the moral compass guiding ethical governance and
inclusive development. They ensure that growth remains
people-centric, just, and sustainable. Reaffirming these
values is essential to harmonize individual aspirations with
collective well-being and democratic ideals.

28. Ethics operates at multiple levels, individual,
organizational, and societal. Examine these dimensions
of ethics and analyze how ethical failures at one level can
undermine ethical governance as a whole. (150 words)

Approach:
® Introduce your answer by highlighting how ethics
operates at multiple levels.
® In the body elaborate how ethics operates at each
level
® Next argue how failure at one level can lead to
overall decline in ethical governance.
® Give measures to strengthen ethics across levels
® Conclude accordingly.
Introduction:

Ethics in governance does not operate in isolation but
functions across multiple interconnected levels- individual,
organizational, and societal. Each level reinforces the other
in shaping ethical conduct, public trust, and institutional
integrity. When ethics weakens at any one level, it creates
a cascading effect that undermines ethical governance as a
whole.

Body:
Ethics at Different Levels
® Ethics At The Individual Level: At the individual level,

ethics relates to personal values, moral reasoning,
integrity, and conscience of citizens and public officials.
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How

@ Individual ethics guide everyday decisions such as
honesty in public dealings, fairness in decision-
making, and resistance to corruption.

€ For example, a civil servant refusing a bribe
despite pressure demonstrates integrity and
moral courage. Whistleblowers exposing
wrongdoing in public institutions also reflect
strong individual ethics that uphold public
interest over personal risk.

Ethics At The Organizational Level: Organizational
ethics refer to the ethical culture, norms, and systems
within institutions such as government departments,
corporations, and public bodies.

€ This includes codes of conduct, leadership
behavior, transparency mechanisms, and
accountability structures.

€ For instance, an organization that enforces
transparent procurement processes and protects
whistleblowers promotes ethical behavior
among employees. Conversely, tolerance of
favoritism or lack of internal checks creates an
environment where unethical practices become
normalized.

Ethics At The Societal Level: Societal ethics encompass
shared values, social norms, cultural attitudes, and
collective moral expectations. These shape what
society considers acceptable or unacceptable behavior.
€ For example, social condemnation of corruption
and gender discrimination reinforces ethical
governance, while societal tolerance of bribery

or tax evasion weakens ethical standards.

€@ Media, education systems, and civil society play
crucial roles in nurturing societal ethics.

Ethical Failure At One Level Undermines Ethical

Governance

Individual Ethical Failure Weakens Institutions: When
individuals in positions of authority act unethically,
such as accepting bribes or abusing power, it erodes

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation January, 2026 m

® Organizational Ethical Lapses Encourage Individual

Misconduct If organizations lack ethical leadership or
accountability mechanisms, even well-intentioned
individuals may conform to unethical practices.

€ A culture of impunity in public institutions can
normalize corruption, discouraging ethical
behavior and whistleblowing.

Societal Tolerance Normalizes Unethical Conduct:
When society tolerates or rationalizes unethical
behavior, pressure on institutions to act ethically
diminishes.

@ Practices such as bribery being viewed as a
“necessary evil” weaken collective resistance to
corruption, allowing unethical governance to
persist.

Cascading Effect Across Levels: Ethical failure at one
level often triggers decline at others.

@ For instance, widespread societal acceptance of
corruption weakens organizational enforcement,
which in turn demoralizes ethical individuals,
creating a vicious cycle that erodes governance
integrity.

Measures to Strengthen Ethics Across Levels:
® At the Individual Level:

Integrate ethics education,
moral reasoning, and value-based training in schools
and civil services to build integrity and moral courage.
At the Organizational Level: Establish strong codes of
conduct, transparent procedures, and independent
accountability mechanisms with zero tolerance for
ethical violations.

At the Societal Level: Promote ethical norms through
media, civic education, and social movements that
stigmatize corruption and reward ethical behavior.

@ Prevent Cascading Failure: Ensure alignment of
ethical standards across individual, organizational,
and societal levels through continuous oversight,
public participation, and leadership by example.

institutional credibility. Conclusion:

Ethical governance depends on the synergistic
functioning of individual, organizational, and societal ethics.
Weakness at any one level can undermine the entire ethical

€ For example, corrupt officials in regulatory
agencies undermine enforcement, leading to
public distrust and systemic governance failure.
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framework of governance. Therefore, strengthening ethical
values, institutions, and social norms simultaneously is
essential to ensure integrity, accountability, and public trust
in democratic governance.

29. Emotional Intelligence is often described as the “moral
compass of leadership.” Critically analyse this assertion
with suitable examples.(150 words)

Approach:
® Introduce your answer by defining Emotional
Intelligence.
® In the body, explain how it acts like the moral
compass of leadership.
® Next, explain limitations of El as a moral compass.
® Give measures to integrate El for ethical leadership.

® Conclude accordingly.
Introduction:

Emotional Intelligence (El) refers to the ability to
understand, regulate, and use one’s own emotions as well
as those of others in decision-making and interpersonal
relations.

® |t is often described as the “moral compass of
leadership” because it guides leaders in aligning power
and authority with empathy, ethics, and responsibility.
Body:
Emotional Intelligence as The Moral Compass Of Leadership
® Aligning Authority With Empathy: El enables leaders
to appreciate the human impact of decisions, ensuring
that authority is exercised with compassion. Leaders
high in empathy can balance rules with humane
considerations.

€ Forinstance, a public official enforces strict safety
regulations but communicates empathetically,
explains the rationale, and provides support to
those affected.

@ Thus, authority protects the larger good, while
emotional intelligence ensures decisions remain
humane and just.

® Enhancing Ethical Decision-Making: Self-awareness
and emotional regulation help leaders resist impulsive
or self-serving decisions, especially under pressure. El

supports reflective judgment, reducing the risk of
abuse of power.

@ For example,T. N. Seshan, as Chief Election
Commissioner, chose uncompromising
transparency and rule-based action over
expedient political or administrative cover-ups
while  confronting electoral  malpractices,
demonstrating emotionally intelligent ethical
restraint by prioritising institutional integrity over
short-term convenience or pressure.

® Building Trust And Moral Legitimacy: Leaders with El
foster trust through respectful communication,
fairness, and emotional attunement. Trust enhances
the moral legitimacy of leadership beyond formal
authority.

@ For instance, inclusive leadership styles that
actively listen to dissenting voices in governance
strengthen democratic ethics.

® Conflict Resolution And Moral Mediation: El equips
leaders to manage conflicts by understanding
underlying emotions rather than escalating tensions.
This promotes justice, reconciliation, and social
harmony.

@ For example, negotiators who address emotional
grievances in labor or community disputes often
achieve more ethical and sustainable resolutions.

Limits Of Emotional Intelligence As A Moral Compass

® El Without Moral Values Can Enable Manipulation: El
enhances emotional awareness, but without ethical
grounding it can be misused to manipulate others.
@ Charismatic but unethical leaders may exploit
emotional insight for personal or political gain.
@ For instance, leaders who emotionally influence
public sentiment to justify exclusionary or
authoritarian policies.
® Ethics Requires Normative Principles Beyond
Emotions: Moralgovernancedependson constitutional
values, laws, and institutional norms, not emotions
alone.
@ El complements but cannot replace ethical
frameworks such as justice, accountability, and
rule of law.
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@ For example, decisions on public resource
allocation must follow equity and need-based
criteria, not emotional appeal or popular
sentiment.

® Over-Empathy May Undermine Impartiality: Excessive
emotional involvement can compromise neutrality,
leading to favoritism or inconsistent application of
rules. Ethical leadership requires a balance between
compassion and objectivity.

@ For instance, selective leniency toward
emotionally persuasive individuals can weaken
institutional fairness.

® Cultural And Emotional Biases Can Distort Judgment:
Emotional responses are shaped by personal
background, social conditioning, and cultural biases.
Reliance on EI without critical reflection can reinforce
unconscious prejudices.

@ Forexample, leaders may empathize more readily
with socially similar groups, inadvertently
marginalizing minorities.

® El Does Not Automatically Ensure Moral Courage: A
leader may understand emotions and consequences
yet lack the courage to act ethically when faced with
pressure or personal cost. Moral action requires
integrity and conviction beyond emotional awareness.

€ For instance, an emotionally intelligent official
who remains silent in the face of wrongdoing to
protect career interests.

® Short-Term Emotional Harmony May Override Long-
Term Justice: El-driven decisions may prioritize
immediate emotional comfort over long-term ethical
outcomes. Ethical leadership sometimes requires
unpopular but principled decisions.

@ For example: avoiding strict enforcement of law
to prevent immediate public anger can weaken
rule of law in the long run.

Integrating Emotional Intelligence With Ethical Leadership

® Alignment With Core Ethical Values: Emotional
intelligence must be anchored in foundational ethical
values such as integrity, justice, and accountability.
€ Thisalignment ensures that emotional awareness
guides leaders toward morally right actions rather
than personal or political convenience.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation January, 2026 m

® |Institutional And Constitutional Anchoring: El should
operate within constitutional principles, laws, and
institutional norms to prevent arbitrariness.

@ Ethical leadership emerges when empathy
complements, rather than overrides, rule of law
and democratic accountability.

® Balance Between Compassion And Objectivity:
Effective ethical leadership requires balancing
empathy with impartial judgment.

€ Emotional understanding should inform humane
decisions while maintaining fairness, consistency,
and merit-based outcomes.

® Moral Courage And Accountability: Emotional
intelligence must be reinforced by moral courage to
act ethically even under pressure.

@ Lleaders who combine self-awareness with
accountability are more likely to uphold public
interest despite personal or political costs.

Conclusion:

Emotional Intelligence plays a vital role in guiding leaders
toward empathetic, ethical, and people-centric governance,
justifying its description as a “moral compass.” However, El
alone is insufficient without firm ethical values and robust
institutional checks. True ethical leadership emerges only
when emotional intelligence is aligned with moral principles,
justice, and accountability for, as Mahatma Gandhi reminded
us, “Power becomes dangerous when it is divorced from
morality.”

30. Publictrustin administration is a function of value-based
conduct rather than procedural efficiency alone. Discuss.
(150 words)

Approach:

® Introduce your answer by highlighting value based
administration.

® In the body, explain the role of value based conduct
in building public trust.

® Next, argue why procedural efficiency alone is
insufficient.

® Further, argue synergy between efficiency and
values.

® Conclude accordingly.
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Introduction

Public trust in administration is not built merely through

speed, digitisation, or procedural efficiency, but through the
ethical quality of governance.

making through anonymous evaluation, multi-
layered scrutiny, and strict adherence to
constitutional norms.

® Accountability And Responsiveness: Owning mistakes,

correcting errors, and being answerable to citizens

® While efficient procedures improve service delivery, it
is value-based conduct, integrity, empathy, fairness, strengthens  democratic  trust.  Value-based
and accountability that gives administration moral accountability goes beyond procedural reporting.
legitimacy. @ For instance, the grievance redressal mechanism
® Trustemerges when citizens feel that power is exercised of the Centralised Public Grievance Redress and
justly and humanely, not mechanically. Monitoring  System  (CPGRAMS) reflects
Body: accountability and responsiveness in governance

Role Of Value-Based Conduct In Building Public Trust

by enabling time-bound resolution, escalation
tracking, and direct feedback from citizens.

® Integrity And Probity In Decision-Making: Honesty, .. ..
grity v g' s Why Procedural Efficiency Alone Is Insufficient
transparency, and zero tolerance for corruption create . . . . .
confidence in public institutions. Citizens trust ® Efficiency Without Ethics Can Alienate Citizens:
administrations that place public interest above Procedural efficiency focuses on timelines, targets,
personal gain and outputs, but may ignore human consequences.
@ Forinstance. the introduction of the Government Rigid adherence to rules without sensitivity can exclude
e-Marketplace (GeM) has institutionalised ERlercble sections. . )
integrity and probity in public procurement by 2 Fo.r example, denlal. of welfare ben.eﬁts due- to
enabling end-to-end online purchasing, price minor documentation gaps, despite genuine
discovery, and real-time audit trails. need, reflects efficient but insensitive
® Empathy And Compassion In Service Delivery: admln-lstratlon. i
Empathetic administrators understand ground realities Technoc.ratlc Governam.:e !.acks Moral Legitimacy:
and respond with humane flexibility. This fosters Digitisation and automation improve speed but cannot
emotional trust beyond transactional interactions. replace ethical judgment. Systems without discretion
@ For instance, During a welfare scheme rollout, an may appear impersonal and unjust.
administrator allows flexible documentation @ For instance, automated grievance portals that
deadlines for disaster-affected or migrant families close complaints without human review often
after personally assessing their hardships, frustrate citizens despite technical efficiency.
ensuring benefits reach the needy. Compliance Does Not Guarantee Fairness: Following
@ This humane flexibility builds emotional trust, procedures does not automatically ensure justice or
transforming service delivery from a mere equity. Ethical governance requires evaluating
transaction into responsive governance. whether procedures themselves are fair and inclusive.
® Fairness And Impartiality: Consistent, unbiased ¢ For example, uniform rules applied to unequal

decision-making reinforces faith in rule of law. Citizens
trust systems where outcomes are based on merit and

social contexts can deepen inequality rather than
reduce it.

www.drishtiias.com

justice, not influence. Synergy Between Efficiency And Values

® Efficiency With Ethical Direction: Procedural efficiency
enhances administrative capacity and speed, but
ethical values provide direction and purpose to its use.

€ For example, the recruitment process conducted
by the Union Public Service Commission
exemplifies fairness and impartiality in decision-
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€@ When efficiency is guided by integrity and fairness,
outcomes align with public interest rather than
mere target achievement.

® Human-Centric Service Delivery: Values such as
empathy and dignity ensure that efficient systems
remain people-focused.

@ Technology and streamlined procedures, when
combined with compassion, make governance
responsive rather than mechanical.

® Fair And Consistent Decision-Making: Ethical values
ensure that efficient processes do not become arbitrary
or exclusionary.

€ Fairness and impartiality help apply rules
consistently while accounting for social realities,
strengthening public confidence.

® Trust Through Responsible Accountability: Efficiency
improves responsiveness, but accountability rooted
in honesty and transparency builds trust.

€ When administrations own outcomes and

correct errors, efficiency translates into
credibility and legitimacy.
Conclusion:

Public trust in administration rests fundamentally on
value-based conduct, with procedural efficiency acting as
a necessary but insufficient condition. Integrity, empathy,
fairness, and accountability humanise governance and give
moral legitimacy to state power. Sustainable trust is built not
when administration merely functions well, but when it acts
rightly for, as Aristotle wisely observed, “The law is reason,
free from passion.”

31. Discuss the ethical challenges arising from overlapping
private relationships in public offices. How can conflict
of interest be institutionally addressed? (150 words)

Approach:
® Introduce your answer by defining public and private
values.
® In the body, discuss the challenges when they
overlap.
® Give measure to how this can be institutionally
addressed.

® Conclude accordingly.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation January, 2026 m

Introduction:

Public office is a position of trust (Public Trust Doctrine).
When a public official’s private relationships (family, friends,
business associates) intersect with their official duties, it
creates a “Conflict of Interest” (COI).

® While having private relationships is natural, the ethical

challenge arises when these relationships influence or
appear to influence professional judgment, thereby
compromising the core values of Objectivity and
Impartiality.

Body:

Ethical Challenges From Overlapping Public And Private

Relationships

® Erosion Of Objectivity And Fairness: When officials
allow personal relationships to influence decisions,
objective judgment is compromised.

@ This leads to preferential treatment in postings,
transfers, or service delivery, weakening the
principle of equality before law.

@ For instance, favouring relatives or close
associates in recruitment or contract allocation
undermines merit and fairness.

® Misuse Of Confidential Information: Close personal or
professional ties may lead to leakage or misuse of
sensitive information for private benefit.

€ Sharing insider information on tenders or
regulatory decisions with acquaintances gives
them unfair advantage, violating trust and
transparency.

® Compromised Accountability And Transparency:
Officials entangled in private relationships may avoid
scrutiny or shield associates from investigation. This
weakens internal controls and creates a culture of
impunity.

@ For example, reluctance to act against colleagues
or former associates erodes institutional
accountability.

® Erosion Of Public Trust And Institutional Credibility:
Even the perception of conflict of interest damages
public confidence in administration.
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@ Citizens begin to view governance as biased or
captured by elites when personal connections
appear to influence outcomes.

® Moral Stress And Ethical Dilemmas For Officials:
Officials often face moral dilemmas when public duty
conflicts with family or social expectations. Pressure to
help acquaintances can lead to ethical stress,
rationalisation of wrongdoing, or gradual erosion of
moral judgment.
Institutional Measures To Address Conflict Of Interest

® Mandatory Disclosure Of Interests And Assets:
Requiring regular disclosure of financial, professional,
and relational interests helps identify potential conflicts
early.
€ Transparency deters misuse and enables informed

oversight.

® Recusal And Decision-Segregation Mechanisms:
Officials should be institutionally required to recuse
themselves from decisions where personal interests
are involved. Clear protocols ensure that sensitive
decisions are handled impartially.

® Enforceable Codes Of Conduct And Ethics Rules: Well-
defined codes of conduct clarify acceptable behaviour
and consequences of violations. Ethical guidelines
institutionalise public values over private loyalties.

® Independent Oversight And Ethics Committees:
Autonomous ethics bodies can investigate conflicts

without fear or favour. Independent scrutiny
strengthens credibility and deterrence.
® Cooling-Off Periods  And Post-Employment

Restrictions:  Restrictions on  post-retirement

employment and lobbying prevent revolving-door

conflicts between public office and private gain.
Conclusion:

Overlapping private relationships in public offices pose
serious ethical challenges by blurring the line between
personal loyalty and public duty. Institutional safeguards,
transparency, and ethical leadership are essential to manage
conflicts of interest. As John Rawls observed, “Justice is the
first virtue of social institutions,” and safeguarding it requires
insulating public decisions from private influence.

32. Discuss the significance of impartiality and non-
partisanship in ensuring ethical governance. (150 words)

Approach:
® Introduce your answer by defining impartiality and
non partisanship .
® In the body, explain how impartiality and non-
partisanship ensures ethical governance.
® Next, mention challenges in upholding impartiality
and non-partisanship .
® Give measures to ensure impartiality and non-
partisanship for ethical governance.
® Conclude accordingly.
Introduction:

Impartiality refers to decision-making based on
objective criteria, fairness, and equality before law, without
bias or favour. Non-partisanship means that public officials
remain politically neutral, serving the Constitution and the
public interest rather than any political party or ideology.

® Together, these values form the ethical foundation of a
professional and trustworthy governance structure.
Body:
Significance Of Impartiality In Ethical Governance

® Equal Treatment And Rule Of Law: Impartiality ensures
that laws and policies are applied uniformly to all
citizens, regardless of social status or identity. This
prevents discrimination and arbitrary governance.

€ Forinstance, impartial policing during communal
tensions has helped maintain public order by
acting strictly on legal grounds rather than social
or political pressure.

® Fair And Merit-Based Administration: Objective
decision-making promotes merit in recruitment,
promotions, and service delivery. It strengthens
efficiency and morale within public institutions.

@ For example, the wuse of standardised
examinations by UPSC ensures fair selection
based on competence rather than influence.

® Credibility And Public Trust: When citizens perceive
administration as unbiased, trust in institutions
increases. Impartiality gives moral legitimacy to state
authority.
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@ For instance, impartial disaster relief distribution
during Cyclone Fani (Odisha, 2019) strengthened
public confidence in administration.

® Protection Of Vulnerable Sections: Impartial
governance safeguards marginalised groups from
discrimination and elite capture.

€ Implementation of reservation policies through
objective criteria ensures social justice without
favouritism.

Significance Of Non-Partisanship In Ethical Governance

® Continuity Of Governance: Non-partisanship ensures
administrative stability across political transitions.

Policies are implemented consistently despite changes

in government.

@ For example, smooth execution of welfare
schemes across regime changes reflects
administrative neutrality.

® Democratic Accountability: Neutral officials enable
free and fair elections by implementing electoral laws
without political bias.

@ Forinstance, The Election Commission of India is
widely respected for enforcing the Model Code of
Conduct impartially.

® Prevention Of Misuse Of State Machinery: Non-
partisanship prevents use of public resources for
partisan or electoral gains.

€ For example, neutral enforcement of transfer
and posting rules during elections illustrates
ethical restraint.

® Professional Integrity Of Civil Services: Political
neutrality protects civil servants from partisan
pressures, enabling ethical decision-making.

€ The tradition of civil service neutrality has helped
preserve institutional credibility in India.

Challenges In Upholding Impartiality And Non-Partisanship
® Political Pressure And Administrative Insecurity:

Public officials often face direct or indirect political

pressure to align decisions with partisan or populist

interests.

@ The absence of secure tenure and frequent
transfers are used as tools of reward or

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation January, 2026 m

punishment, discouraging and

impartial decision-making.

independent

O This creates a culture of compliance rather
than ethical conviction.
® Social And
Administrators, as products of society, may carry
subconscious biases related to caste, religion, gender,
or region.

Biases Cultural  Conditioning:

@ These biases can influence discretion in service
delivery, law enforcement, or grievance redressal,
undermining objectivity despite formal rules of
neutrality.

® Media Pressure And Populist Public Opinion: Intense
media scrutiny and social media activism often
generate pressure for quick, visible actions rather than
fair and lawful decisions.
€ Officials may resort to selective enforcement or
symbolic actions to appease public sentiment,
compromising due process and impartiality.
® Legal Ambiguity And Excessive Discretion: Vague
laws, overlappingregulations,and wide administrative
discretion increase the risk of biased or partisan
decision-making.
€ In the absence of clear guidelines, personal
preferences or external influence may shape
outcomes, weakening ethical governance.
Measures To Ensure Impartiality And Non-Partisanship

® Strengthening Legal And Ethical Frameworks: Clear
and well-defined service conduct rules, codes of ethics,
and conflict-of-interest guidelines provide a normative
framework for impartial behaviour.

@ Enforceable standards with clearly specified
penalties deter partisan conduct and reinforce
accountability.

® Security Of Tenure And Fixed Postings: Assured
minimum tenure and transparent transfer policies
protect officials from arbitrary political interference.
€ Administrative stability enables officers to take
impartial and legally sound decisions without
fear of retaliation or inducement.
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® Institutional Oversight  And Accountability:
Independent oversight bodies such as vigilance
commission, audit institutions, and courts provide
checks against abuse of power.
€ Timely scrutiny and impartial investigation
strengthen ethical compliance and deter partisan
misuse of authority.
® Transparency And Rule-Based  Governance:
Digitisation, standard operating procedures, open
data, and e-governance platforms reduce discretionary
space in decision-making.
€ Transparent processes ensure predictability,
fairness, and public confidence in administrative
actions.
Conclusion:

Impartiality and non-partisanship are ethical pillars that
uphold justice, equality, and democratic trust in governance.
Without them, administration risks becoming arbitrary and
politicised.

33. “Ethics in public administration goes beyond personal
integrity to include institutional responsibility.” Discuss.
(150 words)

Approach:
® Introduce your answer by highlighting the role of
ethics in public administration .
® |n the body, argue why it must go beyond personal
integrity .

® Mention challenges in upholding institutional
responsibility.
® Suggest Measures to strengthen institutional

responsibility.

® Conclude accordingly.
Introduction:

Ethics in public administration is central to democratic
governance, as it shapes how public power is exercised in
pursuit of collective welfare.

® While personal integrity of officials is essential, ethical
governance cannot rely solely on individual morality.

® |t must be embedded in institutional responsibility,
where systems, rules, and organisational cultures

consistently ethical conduct and
accountability.
Body:

Why Ethics Must Go Beyond Personal Integrity:

promote

® Continuity And Consistency in Governance: Personal
integrity varies across individuals and tenures, whereas
institutions provide continuity.

@ Ethical administration requires stable norms and
procedures that ensure fairness regardless of
who holds office.

@ For instance, transparent recruitment rules
ensure merit-based selection even when
individual discretion changes with leadership.

® Limiting Discretion And Preventing Abuse Of Power:
Institutions create checks and balances that constrain
arbitrary action.

@ Ethical outcomes depend not only on good
intentions but also on structured decision-
making.

@ For example, e-procurement systems reduce
scope for favouritism even if individual officials
face external pressure.

® Addressing Systemic And Collective Failures: Many
ethical failures arise from systemic issues rather than
individual misconduct.

@ Institutional responsibility helps identify and
correct structural weaknesses.

@ For instance, repeated infrastructure failures
point to institutional lapses in planning and
oversight, not merely personal negligence.

® Protecting Whistleblowers: Ethical individuals need
institutional backing to act against wrongdoing.
Without safeguards, personal integrity may be
punished rather than rewarded.

@ Cases where whistleblowers faced retaliation
highlight the need for strong institutional
protection mechanisms.

® Enhancing Public Trust And Legitimacy: Citizens trust
institutions more than individuals. Ethical institutions
build credibility through predictable, fair, and
transparent processes.
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€ For example, independent grievance redressal
mechanisms enhance trust even when individual
officials change.
Challenges In Upholding Institutional Responsibility

® Weak Enforcement Of Ethical Norms: Codes of conduct
often exist on paper but lack effective enforcement and
penalties. This reduces deterrence against unethical
practices.

@ For example, delayed disciplinary proceedings
weaken accountability and embolden
misconduct.

® Political Interference And Administrative Capture:

Institutions may be compromised by political pressures,

undermining ethical independence.

€ Frequent transfers or selective application of
rules dilute institutional neutrality and
responsibility.

® Fragmented Accountability Structures: Overlapping
jurisdictions and unclear responsibilities allow ethical
lapses to go unaddressed.

€ In large welfare programmes, diffusion of
responsibility across departments often obscures
accountability.

® Normalisation Of Unethical Practices: Over time,
systemic tolerance of minor violations creates an
ethical blind spot within institutions.

€ Routine procedural shortcuts gradually erode
ethical standards and institutional culture.

Measures To Strengthen Institutional Responsibility

® Strengthening Ethical Frameworks And Codes: Clear,
enforceable codes of conduct with defined
consequences institutionalise ethical expectations
and guide behaviour.

® Enhancing Transparency And Process Automation:
Digitisation, standard operating procedures, and open
data reduce discretion and improve traceability of
decisions.

® Independent Oversight And Accountability Bodies:
Autonomous vigilance, audit, and grievance institutions
ensure impartial scrutiny and corrective action.

Building Ethical Institutional Culture: Regular ethics
training, leadership by example, and internal dialogue
help embed ethical values into organisational norms.

Conclusion:

Ethics in public administration cannot rest solely on the

moral strength of individuals; it must be sustained through
responsible institutions that guide, constrain, and correct
behaviour. When systems reinforce ethical conduct, integrity
becomes the norm rather than an exception.

34.

While transparency and accountability are essential
pillars of ethical governance, their effectiveness is limited
in the absence of integrity and moral courage.Discuss
with suitable illustrations.(150 words).

Approach:
® Introduce your answer by highlighting the role of
transparency and accountability in ethical
governance.
® In the body, delve into the Limits of Transparency
and Accountability in the Absence of Integrity and
Moral Courage
® Mention challenges in adhering to integrity and
moral courage.
® Suggest Measures to strengthen Integrity and Moral
courage.
® Conclude accordingly.
Introduction:

Transparency and accountability are widely regarded as

foundational pillars of ethical governance, as they promote
openness, answerability, and checks on abuse of power.

However, in the absence of integrity and moral
courage, these mechanisms risk becoming procedural
formalities rather than instruments of ethical
transformation.

Ethical governance ultimately depends on the inner
values of public officials as much as on external rules.

Body:
Limits of Transparency and Accountability in the Absence
of Integrity and Moral Courage

Transparency Without Integrity Leads To Cosmetic
Compliance: Transparency ensures information
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disclosure, but without integrity it may be reduced to
selective or misleading reporting.

€ Officials may technically comply with disclosure
norms while concealing the real intent or impact
of decisions.

@ For instance, public authorities may upload
project details on portals while suppressing
adverse audit findings, defeating the ethical
purpose of transparency.

Accountability Mechanisms Can Be Evaded Without
Moral Courage: Formal accountability exists through
audits, inquiries, and legislative oversight, but enforcing
accountability requires officials willing to speak truth
to power.

€ Without moral courage, wrongdoing may be
ignored or normalised.

@ Cases of delayed action on adverse audit reports
illustrate how fear of reprisal weakens
accountability.

Rule-Based Systems Cannot Substitute Ethical
Judgment:Transparency and accountability rely on
rules, but ethical governance often demands
discretionary judgment guided by values.

@ Integrity ensures that discretion is exercised fairly
rather than opportunistically.

€ For example, mechanically following procedures
in welfare delivery without compassion can
exclude deserving beneficiaries despite
transparent rules.

Culture Of Silence Undermines Ethical Governance: In
institutions lacking moral courage, transparency tools
coexist with a culture of silence.

& Officials may avoid questioning unethical
practices to protect careers or collegial
relationships.

€ This is evident when irregularities are widely
known within departments but remain
unreported.

Public Trust Depends On Perceived Integrity: Citizens
judge governance not only by visible procedures but by
the moral character of decision-makers. Transparency
without integrity may increase cynicism rather than
trust.

@ Repeated corruption scandals despite strong
disclosure laws erode faith in institutions.

Challenges In Fostering Integrity And Moral Courage
® Hierarchical Pressures And Culture Of Obedience:

Rigid bureaucratic hierarchies often discourage officials
from questioning unethical orillegal orders, prioritising
obedience over conscience. Ethical dissent is seen as
insubordination rather than professionalism.

@ For example, during the Emergency (1975-77),
large sections of the civil services allegedly
complied with mass detentions and censorship
orders, illustrating how hierarchical obedience
can override constitutional morality in the
absence of moral courage.

Fear of Transfers And Career Repercussions: Arbitrary
and frequent transfers are used as instruments of
control, deterring officials from acting against vested
interests. This creates a chilling effect on ethical
decision-making.

€ Forinstance, Ashok Khemka (IAS) was transferred
over 50 times, signalling how ethical action can
invite career instability.

Weak Whistleblower Protection And Retaliation:
Despite the Whistle Blowers Protection Act,
enforcement remains weak, leaving ethical individuals
exposed to harassment and violence. This severely
undermines moral courage.

@ For instance, Satyendra Dubey blew the whistle
on corruption and unethical practices involving
government agencies and contractors associated
with a project, but was eventually assassinated,
highlighting institutional failure to protect
integrity-driven action.

Proceduralism Over Ethical Judgment: Excessive focus
on rule compliance without ethical reasoning can lead
to unjust outcomes, allowing officials to evade moral
responsibility behind procedures.

Measures To Strengthen Integrity And Moral Courage
® Ethical Leadership And Role Modelling: Leaders who

demonstrate ethical conviction create institutional
cultures where integrity is valued and protected.
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Protection For Ethical Action: Strong whistleblower
protection and secure tenure encourage officials to act
with moral courage.

Ethics Training And Reflection: Regular ethics training
and case-based discussions help officials internalise
values beyond procedural compliance.

Rewarding Ethical Conduct: Recognising and
rewarding integrity reinforces ethical behaviour as an
institutional norm.

Conclusion:

Transparency and accountability are necessary but

not sufficient for ethical governance. Without integrity and
moral courage, they risk becoming hollow rituals rather than
safeguards of public trust. Ethical governance flourishes
when external mechanisms are animated by internal values,
affirming that rules guide conduct, but conscience sustains it.

Case Study

35.

UPSC
W EILH
Test Series

2026

Rakesh Mehta is the Executive Engineer in the Public
Works Department (PWD) of a rapidly developing district.
His department is responsible for awarding contracts for
road construction, public buildings, and infrastructure
maintenance. Recently, the government sanctioned a
major road development project aimed at improving
connectivity in rural areas.

During the tendering process, Rakesh notices that the
bidding conditions have been subtly modified to favour
a particular private contractor. The technical eligibility
criteria appear unnecessarily restrictive, effectively
eliminating genuine competitors. Informally, Rakesh
learns that senior officials and local political leaders are
pressuring the department to ensure the contract goes
to this preferred bidder in exchange for financial
kickbacks and political funding.

Although the selected firm quotes a higher price and has
a questionable track record, the tender evaluation
committee is being influenced to overlook these issues.
When Rakesh raises procedural concerns, he is advised
by colleagues to “go with the system” and reminded that
officers who previously opposed such practices were
sidelined or transferred.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation January, 2026 m

Meanwhile, local citizens and media have started raising
concerns about poor quality of public works and rising
costs in government projects. Rakesh now faces a moral
dilemma—whether to remain silent and protect his
career or uphold transparency and fairness at the risk of
professional retaliation.

Questions

A. Identify the ethical issues involved in the above case.

B. What ethical dilemmas does Rakesh Mehta face as
a public servant while dealing with political pressure
and irregularities in the tendering process?

C. What should be the most appropriate course of
action for Rakesh to ensure transparency,
accountability, and public interest in the tendering
process?

Stakeholders Involved

Rakesh Mehta (Executive Engineer, PWD) — Public
servant responsible for ensuring fairness, transparency,
and value for public money.

Senior Officials and Political Leaders — Exercising
pressure to favour a particular contractor for personal
or political gains.

Private Contractors — Genuine bidders who are unfairly
excluded and the favoured contractor benefiting from
manipulation.

Tender Evaluation Committee and Departmental Staff
— Influenced or coerced into overlooking irregularities.
Citizens and Local Communities — End-users of
infrastructure projects affected by poor quality and
inflated costs.

Government and Public Exchequer — Suffers financial
loss and reputational damage due to corrupt practices.
Media and Civil Society — Acting as watchdogs by
raising concerns over governance failures.

A. Ethical Issues Involved in the Case

Corruption and Abuse of Power: The deliberate
manipulation of tender conditions to favour a particular
contractor is a clear misuse of official authority. Public
power, which is meant to be exercised as a trust for
citizens, is diverted for private gain such as kickbacks
and political funding.
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€ This violates the ethical principles of integrity,
honesty, and impartiality expected from public
officials.
Violation of Transparency and Fair Competition:
Introducing unnecessarily restrictive eligibility criteria
undermines the basic principles of transparency and a
level playing field. Genuine and capable contractors
are unfairly excluded, converting the tendering process
into a predetermined exercise.
€ Such practices defeat the purpose of competitive
bidding, which exists to ensure efficiency,
innovation, and value for public money.
Conflict of Interest: When political and financial
considerations influence administrative decisions,
public interest is subordinated to private benefit. The
officials involved face a conflict between their duty to
act objectively and pressures arising from personal or
political affiliations.
€ This compromises decision-making and erodes
ethical neutrality in governance.
Compromise of Public Interest: Awarding contracts to
firms with poor track records and higher bids leads to
substandard infrastructure, cost overruns, and delayed
projects.
€ Ultimately, citizens suffer due to unsafe roads,
poor-quality buildings, and misuse of taxpayer
funds. Public resources meant for development
are thus wasted.
Moral Complicity through Silence and Normalisation
of Corruption: The advice to “go with the system”
reflects the normalization of unethical practices within
the organization. Silence or passive compliance makes
honest officers morally complicit in wrongdoing.
€ Overtime, such acceptance weakens professional
ethics, encourages corruption as a routine
practice, and discourages integrity-based
decision-making.

B. Ethical Dilemmas Faced by Rakesh Mehta

Integrity vs Career Security: Rakesh faces a direct
conflict between acting with honesty and protecting
his career. Resisting political pressure may lead to

transfer, isolation, or denial of future opportunities,
while compliance ensures short-term safety but
permanently damages his moral integrity.

Obedience to Authority vs Rule of Law: As a
government servant, Rakesh is expected to follow
instructions from seniors. However, when these
instructions violate tender rules and procurement
laws, he must choose between unquestioned
obedience and his constitutional duty to uphold
legality and fairness.

Individual Ethics vs Systemic Corruption” The
corruption appears to be institutionalized, with
colleagues advising him to “go with the system.”
Challenging such a system can make Rakesh feel
isolated, yet conforming would make him an active
participant in unethical governance.

Short-Term Convenience vs Long-Term Public Interest:
Ignoring irregularities may bring immediate relief and
stability, but it causes long-term harm in the form of
poor infrastructure, financial losses, and erosion of
public trust in governance.

Professional Responsibility vs Moral Courage: Taking a
stand requires courage and resilience, especially when
previous officers have faced punitive transfers. Rakesh
must decide whether to act as a mere rule-follower or
as a morally responsible public servant.

C. Most Appropriate Course of Action for Rakesh Mehta
® Uphold Constitutional and Professional Duty: Rakesh

should recognize that as a public servant, his primary
responsibility is towards public interest, transparency,
and probity in governance, not personal career
security. Remaining silent would amount to ethical
compromise and dereliction of duty.
Formally Record Objections and Ensure Due Process:
Place his concerns regarding restrictive eligibility
criteria, higher bid value, and poor track record of the
preferred contractor on official files.
€ Demand written justifications for deviations from
standard procurement norms.
@ Ensure that tender evaluation follows objective,
rule-based criteria.
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@ This creates an institutional record and protects
him from future liability.
® Seek Internal Redressal Through Hierarchical
Channels: Escalate the matter to the Chief Engineer /
Principal Secretary (PWD) through proper channels.
€ Request reconsideration of tender conditions or
re-tendering if violations are evident.

€ Seek written directions if pressured to approve
irregular decisions.

@ This demonstrates loyalty to the system while
resisting unethical practices.

® Invoke Vigilance and Statutory Oversight Mechanisms:
If internal mechanisms fail:

@ Approach the State Vigilance Commission /
Departmental Vigilance Cell.

@ Flag the issue for audit scrutiny under financial
and service conduct rules.

@ Seek protection under applicable whistle-blower
provisions.

@ This shifts the issue from personal resistance to
institutional accountability.

® Promote Transparency and Fair Competition:
Recommend use of e-procurement platforms, public
disclosure of tender criteria, and third-party quality
audits.

€ Advocate for performance-based evaluation of
contractors to prevent substandard public works.

€ This addresses both immediate and systemic
governance concerns.

® Maintain Ethical Resilience and Professional Integrity:
Remain firm yet polite, avoiding confrontation or
politicisation.

@ Accept possible adverse career consequences
with moral courage, knowing that ethical conduct
ensures long-term credibility and public trust.

Long-Term Preventive Measures

® Promote Transparent and Technology-Driven
Procurement Systems: Wider adoption of e-tendering,
e-procurement portals, open bid documents, and
digital evaluation records reduces human discretion
and manipulation.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation January, 2026 m

€ Independent technical evaluation committees
and mandatory third-party audits ensure
objectivity and value for public money.
® Enhance Public Accountability and Media Scrutiny:
Proactive disclosure of tender details, contract awards,
and project status through public dashboards enables
citizen oversight. Media scrutiny and social audits act
as external deterrents against corrupt practices.
® Institutionalise Strong Internal Vigilance Mechanisms:
Empowered vigilance wings, regular internal audits,
and surprise inspections help detect irregularities
early. Time-bound action on audit objections reinforces
accountability.
® Clear Conflict of Interest Rules: Mandatory disclosure
of interests and strict penalties for violations prevent
undue influence in tender decisions and enhance
institutional neutrality.
Conclusion:

Corruption in public procurement strikes at the core
of ethical governance by diverting public resources away
from development and public welfare. Upholding integrity,
transparency, and accountability—despite pressure—defines
the true spirit of public service. As Mahatma Gandhi aptly said,
“The moment there is suspicion about a person’s motives,
everything he does becomes tainted.” Ethical courage
supported by strong institutions is essential to restore public
trust and ensure fair governance.

36. Suresh is a District Magistrate in a socio-economically
backward region where brick kilns, stone quarries, and
small manufacturing units provide employment to a large
number of unskilled and migrant workers. Many of these
workers belong to marginalized communities and are
heavily indebted to contractors due to advances taken
for medical expenses, marriages, or survival needs.

Recently, a group of social activists submitted a complaint
to Suresh’s office alleging the prevalence of bonded
labour practices in several work sites. Workers are
reportedly forced to work long hours at extremely low
wages, are not allowed to leave until their debts are
repaid, and face threats and physical intimidation if they
attempt to escape. ldentity documents are often
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confiscated by contractors, and children are also made
to assist their parents at work sites.

® Wider Society & State — Stakeholders in rule of law,
social justice, and inclusive development.
A. Identify the ethical issues involved in the case from the
perspectives of bonded labourers, employers, and public
authorities.

The contractors deny the allegations, claiming that
workers are employed voluntarily and that advance
payments are a common practice. Some local political

leaders and influential business owners, who have ® Bonded Labourers’ Perspecﬁve: From the workers’

economic stakes in these units, have informally advised
Suresh to “handle the matter sensitively” to avoid social
unrest and disruption of local economic activity.

Media attention is increasing after the rescue of a bonded

labourer revealed inhuman living conditions and
custodial violence at one of the sites.

Questions

A. Identify the ethical issues involved in the case from
the perspectives of bonded labourers, employers,
and public authorities.

B. What options are available to Suresh in dealing with
this situation? Critically evaluate each option.

C. As the District Magistrate, what course of action
should Suresh adopt to uphold constitutional values,
human rights, and ethical governance? Justify your
answer.

Stakeholders Involved

point of view, the core ethical issue is the loss of human
dignity and freedom. Practices such as forced labour,
debt bondage, confiscation of identity documents,
long working hours, and physical intimidation deny
workers the ability to make free choices about their
lives and work.

@ These conditions directly violate Article 23 of the
Constitution, which prohibits bonded and forced
labour, and Article 21, which guarantees the right
to live with dignity.

@ Theproblemisaggravated by structural injustices-
poverty, caste marginalisation, migration, and
lack of education—which leave workers with little
bargaining power.

@ The involvement of children at worksites further
deepens the ethical concern, as child labour traps
families in an intergenerational cycle of poverty
and exploitation.

® Bonded Labourers - Unskilled, migrant, and O As often attributed to Mahatma Gandhi. “A
marginalised workers trapped in debt bondage; society is judged by how it treats its weakest
includes women and children. members.”

® Children at Worksites — Victims of child labour, denied ® Employers’ / Contractors’ Perspective: From the
education, health, and childhood. contractors’ side, the ethical issue lies in moral

® Contractors / Employers — Owners and intermediaries rationalisation of exploitation. Coercive practices are
benefiting economically from exploitative labour justified as “voluntary employment” or accepted “local
practices. customs,” ignoring the unequal power relationship

® District Magistrate (Suresh) — Constitutional authority, between employer and worker.
ethical leader, and guarantor of rights. @ By prioritising profits and  uninterrupted
® Local Political Leaders & Business Interests — Actors production over workers’ rights, employers place
exerting informal pressure to preserve economic and economic gain above ethical responsibility and
political interests. legal compliance.

® Social Activists / NGOs — Rights advocates bringing @ Such practices erode business ethics, create unfair
violations to light. competition for law-abiding employers, and

® Media — Public accountability mechanism highlighting undermine the long-term sustainability of local

administrative response.

industries by normalising exploitation.
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® Public Authority’s Perspective: For public authorities,
the ethical dilemma arises from a failure of ethical
governance. Weak enforcement of the Bonded Labour
System (Abolition) Act, 1976 reflects administrative
apathy and neglect of constitutional duties.
€ Authorities often face a conflict between ethical
responsibility and expediency, as pressure to
protect local economic activity clashes with the
obligation to uphold human rights and the rule of
law.
€ Maedia exposure of inhuman conditions further
highlights governance gaps and damages public
trust.
O As per the Indian administrative ethos,
“Public office is a public trust,” and failure to
act decisively amounts to a moral as well as
institutional failure.
B. What options are available to Suresh in dealing with this
situation? Critically evaluate each option.

Options Available to Suresh & Their Critical Evaluation

® Option 1: Ignore or Downplay the Allegations : One
option before Suresh is to ignore the complaints or
treat them as exaggerated.
€ Merits: This may help avoid immediate political
pressure, local unrest, and short-term disruption
of economic activity.
€ Demerits: Such inaction would amount to a clear
violation of constitutional duties and labour laws.
It would allow serious human rights abuses to
continue, reflect moral cowardice, and expose the
administration to legal and ethical accountability.
€ Hence, this option is ethically indefensible and
administratively irresponsible.
® Option 2: Conduct a Limited or Symbolic Inquiry:
Suresh may order a superficial inquiry to show that the
administration has “taken note” of the issue.
€ Merits: This creates an appearance of action and
may temporarily calm media attention, activists,
and political stakeholders.
€ Demerits: A symbolic response fails to address
the root problem of bonded labour, emboldens

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation January, 2026 m

exploitative employers, and weakens the rule of
law. Over time, such tokenism erodes public trust
in governance.
O Thus, this option is ethically inadequate and
misleading.
® Option 3: Take Strict Legal Action without
Rehabilitation: Another option is to strictly enforce the
law by conducting raids, filing cases, and penalising
contractors.

€ Merits: This sends a strong deterrent message,
reasserts the authority of law, and demonstrates
administrative seriousness.

@ Demerits: If legal action is not accompanied by
rehabilitation, rescued workers may fall back into
debt bondage due to poverty and lack of livelihood
options. Sudden closures may also create
economic and social instability.

O Therefore, this option is necessary but
incomplete.
® Option 4: Comprehensive Rights-Based Intervention :
The most appropriate option is a balanced approach
combining strict enforcement with rehabilitation and
prevention.

€ Merits: This approach upholds constitutional
morality, protects human dignity, and addresses
root causes such as debt, migration, illiteracy, and
lack of social security. It balances justice with
social stability and strengthens long-term
institutional credibility of the administration.

O Hence, thisoptionis ethically sound, humane,
and administratively sustainable.
C. As the District Magistrate, what course of action should
Suresh adopt to uphold constitutional values, human
rights, and ethical governance? Justify your answer.

Recommended Course of Action for Suresh
Immediate Measures

® Rescue of Bonded Labourers: Where bonded labour is
identified, immediate rescue must be carried out
under the Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act,
1976.
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@ This sends a clear signal of zero tolerance towards
forced labour and restores the workers’ basic
freedom and dignity.

® Registration of FIRs: FIRs should be promptly registered
for offences related to bonded labour, child labour,
physical abuse, and custodial violence.

@ This reinforces the rule of law and ensures
accountability of contractors and intermediaries.

® Surprise Joint Inspections: Suresh should order
surprise inspections involving labour officials, police,
and credible NGOs to ensure an unbiased assessment
of worksites.

€@ Such unannounced visits prevent advance
warnings to contractors and help uncover hidden
practices like document confiscation and coercion.

® Protection Orders for Workers: To prevent retaliation
or re-bondage, protection orders, safe shelters, and
police monitoring should be arranged for rescued
workers.

€ This safeguards vulnerable workers and
encourages others to come forward without fear.

Long Term Measures:
® Issue Release Certificates and Compensation: Suresh
should ensure that all rescued workers are issued
Release Certificates without delay, formally ending
their bonded status.

€ Timely payment of statutory compensation is
essential to restore dignity and provide immediate
financial security.

® Debt Extinguishment: All bonded debts must be legally
declared null and void so that workers are not re-
trapped by contractors.

@ This step is crucial to break the cycle of coercion
and psychological dependence.

® Rehabilitation of Children: Children rescued from
worksites should be enrolled in schools through Child
Welfare Committees, with support from ICDS for
nutrition, healthcare, and counselling.
€ Education-based rehabilitation
intergenerational exploitation.

prevents

® Linking Workers to Welfare Schemes: Rescued workers
should be connected to MGNREGA, PDS, health

insurance, and skill development schemes to ensure
sustainable livelihoods.

@ Social security reduces vulnerability and prevents
relapse into bonded labour.

® Activate Vigilance Committees: Suresh should activate
and regularly monitor Vigilance Committees at district
and block levels, as mandated under the Bonded
Labour Act.

@ Involving local officials, NGOs, and community
representatives will ensure continuous oversight
of high-risk sectors.

® Awareness Campaigns on Labour Rights: Awareness
drives in local languages should be conducted to
inform workers about their legal rights, minimum
wages, and grievance mechanisms.

€ Informed workers are less vulnerable to deception
and coercion.

® EmployerSensitisation Programs: Regular sensitisation
workshops should be organised for employers and
contractors to promote ethical labour practices and
legal compliance.

@ This helps shift attitudes from exploitation to
responsibility and sustainable business conduct.

® Digitisation of Worker Records: Digitising worker
records and identity documents can prevent their
confiscation by contractors and improve transparency.
€ Such systems also enable better monitoring,
portability of benefits, and accountability.
Conclusion:

This case demands moral courage over administrative
convenience. By acting decisively yet compassionately, Suresh
upholds constitutional values, restores human dignity, and
reinforces citizens’ faith in governance. Such leadership
transforms administration from rule enforcement into ethical
statecraft.

37. Dr.AnanyaRaois a senior drug regulator in a state where
several pharmaceutical manufacturing units produce
low-cost medicines, including paediatric cough syrups,
for both domestic use and export. These medicines are
widely used by economically weaker sections due to their
affordability.
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Recently, reports emerged that a batch of cough syrups
manufactured by a local company was linked to the
deaths of several children after consumption. Preliminary
investigations indicated the presence of toxic
contaminants due to the use of substandard raw
materials and poor quality control. International media
coverage has raised serious concerns about India’s
pharmaceutical regulatory standards, affecting the
country’s reputation as the “pharmacy of the world.”

The manufacturing company claims that it complied with
existing regulations and argues that stricter enforcement
and frequent inspections would increase production
costs, making medicines unaffordable for the poor and
harming export competitiveness. Some political and
industry stakeholders have informally urged Dr. Rao to
avoid drastic action such as suspension of licenses, citing
potential job losses, investor backlash, and diplomatic
sensitivities.

At the same time, families of the affected children are
demanding accountability, criminal prosecution, and
compensation. Public trust in the healthcare system and
drug safety mechanisms is visibly eroding.

Questions

A. Discuss the ethical dilemma between affordability

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation January, 2026 m

Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Company: Responsible
for ensuring quality control, ethical production
practices, and compliance with drug safety regulations.
Dr. Ananya Rao (Drug Regulator): Holds statutory and
moral responsibility to protect public health, enforce
regulations, and uphold medical ethics.

Drug Regulatory Institutions: Agencies tasked with
inspection, monitoring, licensing, and enforcement of
pharmaceutical standards.

Healthcare Professionals: Doctors and pharmacists
whose credibility, trust relationship with patients, and
ethical duty of care are affected by drug safety failures.
Government and Political Leadership: Balances public
health priorities with economic growth, employment
concerns, and international diplomatic considerations.
Pharmaceutical Workers: Employees whose livelihoods
and job security may be impacted by regulatory actions
against the company.

Export Partners and Importing Countries: Stakeholders
concerned with regulatory reliability, drug safety, and
the global reputation of Indian pharmaceuticals.
General Public: Depend on affordable yet safe
medicines and are affected by erosion of trust in the
healthcare and regulatory system.

of medicines, industrial growth, and the principle ' A. Discuss the ethical dilemma between affordability of

of ‘non malfiance’ in Bio ethics ethics. medicines, industrial growth, and the principle of ‘non
B. What options are available to Dr. Ananya Rao in = malfiance’ in Bio ethics ethics.

responding to this crisis? Evaluate the ethical merits = Ethical Dilemmas:

and limitations of each option. ® Affordability of Medicines- Ethics of Access:

Affordability of medicines is ethically linked to social
justice and equity, as low-cost drugs ensure access to
healthcare for the poor and vulnerable.

health system? Justify your answer. @ In a country with high out-of-pocket expenditure,
Stakeholders Involved affordable medicines promote collective welfare.

C. What course of action should Dr. Rao adopt to
uphold medical ethics, accountability, and public
interest while ensuring long-term credibility of the

® Affected Children: Primary victims whose fundamental € However, when affordability is achieved by

right to life, health, and safety has been directly
violated due to consumption of contaminated
medicines.

Families of the Deceased Children: Seek justice,
accountability, compensation, and assurance that
similar tragedies will not recur.

compromising quality and safety, it becomes
ethically indefensible, as access to unsafe
medicines violates the core purpose of healthcare

ethics.
Industrial Growth-Ethics of Development:
Pharmaceutical industrial growth supports
[] ,:.. [] ] ; ]
Crule NS o N »
] APP []




m Mains Answer Writing Consolidation January, 2026 www.drishtiias.com

employment, exports, and innovation, making it ® Option 2: Immediate Suspension of License and

ethically desirable from a developmental perspective. Criminal Action
€@ However, growth driven solely by profit risks € Merits
ethical erosion if regulatory compliance is O Strongly upholds non-maleficence, justice,
weakened. Medicines are moral goods, not and rule of law.
ordinary commodities, and economic O Acts as a deterrent against future negligence
development that tolerates harm undermines and restores public confidence.
long-term trust and sustainability. ¢ Demerits
® Principle of Non-Maleficence- Non-Negotiable: Non- O May cause short-term drug shortages and job
maleficence, or “do no harm,” is the foundational losses.
principle of bioethics. Any preventable harm caused O Risks political pressure and investor anxiety.
by unsafe medicines is an absolute ethical violation, ® Option 3: Independent Investigation With Time-
regardless of economic or accessibility benefits. Bound Regulatory Action
@ This principle sets a moral baseline that cannot ¢ Merits
be traded off for affordability or growth. O Ensures procedural fairness, transparency,
@ The dilemma appears as a trade-off between and evidence-based decision-making.
affordability, growth, and safety, but ethically it O Balances accountability with due process.
is a false choice. ¢ Demerits
€ Non-maleficence must form the ethical floor, O Delayed outcomes may be perceived as
while affordability and growth must operate regulatory softness.
within strict safety boundaries to retain moral O Interim risks persist if immediate safeguards
legitimacy. are not imposed.
B. What options are available to Dr. Ananya Rao in ® Option 4: Product Recall, Compensation, and
responding to this crisis? Evaluate the ethical merits and Corrective Compliance Measures
limitations of each option. ¢ Merits
Options Available to Dr Ananya Rao: O Provides immediate relief to victims and

. L. . X prevents further harm.
® Option 1: Maintain Status Quo With Advisory and

Internal Review
¢ Merits:
O Avoids immediate disruption to medicine

O Demonstrates ethical responsiveness and
empathy.
¢ Demerits
O Without penal action, it weakens deterrence

supply, employment, and exports. and moral accountability.

O Minimizes political and industrial backlash in
the short term.

O Risks reducing the issue to a financial

settlement.

¢ Demerits ® Option 5: Systemic Reforms Without Retrospective

O Violates non-maleficence and accountability Punishment
by tolerating preventable harm. € Merits
O Erodes public trust and signals regulatory O Strengthens long-term regulatory capacity
complacency. and prevention mechanisms.
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O Improves institutional resilience and quality

assurance.

€ Demerits
O Denies justice to victims and normalizes past
ethical failures.

O Undermines credibility of ethical governance.
Option 3 is the best core choice as it balances justice,
due process, and transparency, ensuring evidence-based
action while protecting institutional credibility and avoiding
politicisation. It reflects administrative prudence and
reassures both citizens and global partners that drug safety
is non-negotiable. However, Option 3 alone is insufficient.

It must be reinforced by:

® Selective elements of Option 2: Interim suspension of
the concerned batch/line and criminal prosecution
where wilful negligence is proven, to uphold non-
maleficence and deterrence.
® Humanitarian elements of Option 4: Immediate
product recall, compensation, and empathetic victim-
centric communication, reflecting compassion and
restorative justice.
@ This combined approach ensures moral
completeness, accountability, and public trust.
C. What course of action should Dr. Rao adopt to uphold
medical ethics, accountability, and public interest while
ensuring long-term credibility of the health system? Justify
your answer.
Course of Action and Justification
® Short term:
€ Interim Suspension of Manufacturing License of
the concerned pharmaceutical unit with
immediate effect to prevent further harm.

O This prioritizes the principle of non-
maleficence by preventing further harm and
demonstrates that patient safety overrides
economic or political considerations.

€ Order Nationwide Recall of the contaminated
cough syrup batch and issue urgent public health
advisories.

O A recall minimizes risk to the public and

reflects the precautionary principle,
reinforcing the regulator’s ethical duty to
protect life.
Prepdadre
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€ Independent, Time-Bound Investigation by
constituting an independent technical and
judicial inquiry with clear timelines.

O It ensures transparency in findings to uphold
justice, fairness, and institutional credibility.

€ Initiate Criminal Investigation against responsible
company officials for negligence and violation of
drug safety norms where wilful negligence is
proven.

O Legal accountability upholds justice and
deterrence, affirming that loss of life due to
negligence is a serious ethical and legal
violation.

€ Ensure Time-Bound Compensation to affected
families  through appropriate legal and
administrative mechanisms.

O Compensation addresses restorative justice,
acknowledges state responsibility, and
provides moral and material relief to victims.

€ Maintain Full Transparency by publicly disclosing
investigation findings to restore public trust.

O Transparency builds public trust, counters
misinformation, and reflects ethical
leadership honesty and
accountability.

based on

® Long Term:

@ Strengthen Regulatory Oversight through
independent audits, frequent inspections, and
strict enforcement of quality standards.

O  Strong oversight prevents recurrence of
harm and aligns with the ethical obligation
of prevention in public health.

€ Improve Quality-Control Systems by mandating
better testing, traceability of raw materials, and
compliance with good manufacturing practices to
prevent recurrence.

O Systemic  reforms ensure long-term

credibility of the health system and ethically

balance affordability with uncompromised

safety.
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Conclusion:

This case underscores that in medical ethics, human
life and safety are non-negotiable values. Affordability and
industrial growth are meaningful only when anchored in
the principle of non-maleficence. By acting with firmness,
transparency, and accountability, Dr. Rao can restore public
trust, ensure justice for victims, and reinforce the credibility
of the health system. Ethical governance in healthcare
ultimately demands moral courage where protecting life
takes precedence over economic convenience or political
pressure.

38. You are the District Magistrate (DM) of a rapidly
urbanising district. The State Government has approved
alarge urban infrastructure project involving construction
of affordable housing and commercial complexes under
a Public—Private Partnership (PPP) model.

One of the shortlisted private firms is owned by a close
relative of your spouse. The firm has a strong technical
record and offers the lowest financial bid. While the rules
do not explicitly bar participation of relatives, media
reports have begun questioning the transparency of the
selection process.

At the same time, senior political executives informally
indicate that clearing the project quickly is crucial for
economic growth and employment generation. Delaying
or recusing yourself may slow the project and invite
allegations of inefficiency.

Your subordinates are divided, some argue that merit
should prevail, while others warn that public perception
of bias could damage the administration’s credibility.

Questions:

A. Identify the ethical issues involved in the above case.

B. What options are available to you as the District
Magistrate?

C.  Which course of action would you choose and justify
your decision on ethical grounds.

D. How caninstitutional mechanisms be strengthened
to prevent such dilemmas in public administration?

Stakeholders Involved
® District Magistrate (You): Responsible for ensuring
legality, ethical conduct, and public trust while
facilitating development.

® State Government / Political Executive: Interested in
timely project execution, economic growth, and
political accountability.
® Private Firms (Including the Relative-Owned
Company): Competing for a fair, transparent
opportunity to secure the contract based on merit.
® Local Citizens / Beneficiaries: Stand to gain affordable
housing, employment, and urban infrastructure; also
expect integrity in governance.
® Subordinate Officials & Administration: Implement
decisions and are affected by precedents set in ethical
governance.
® Media & Civil Society: Act as watchdogs ensuring
transparency, accountability, and probity in public life.
® Judiciary / Vigilance Institutions: Potential arbiters in
case of legal or ethical violations.
A. Identify the ethical issues involved in the above case.
Ethical Issues Involved in the Case

The given case highlights several ethical issues that
commonly arise in public administration, especially at senior
decision-making levels:

® Conflict of Interest: The most prominent ethical issue
is conflict of interest. As the District Magistrate, you are
expected to take impartial decisions.

€ However, the involvement of a firm owned by a
close relative of your spouse creates a situation
where personal relationships may influence, or
appear to influence, official decisions, even if no
actual favouritism occurs.

® Integrity vs. Administrative Expediency: There is
pressure to clear the project quickly for economic
growth and employment.

@ This creates a tension between ethical integrity
and speedy decision-making, where ethical
safeguards may be viewed as obstacles rather
than necessities.

® Political and External Pressure: Informal signals from
political executives put the administrator in a difficult
position.

@ Yielding to such pressure compromises
administrative neutrality, while resisting it may
invite allegations of inefficiency.
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® Accountability and Transparency: As a senior public
servant, the DM is accountable not just to superiors
but also to the public.
@ Any lack of transparency in handling the case may
weaken institutional accountability.
B. What options are available to you as the District
Magistrate?
Options Available to Me as the District Magistrate

® Option 1: Proceed with the Decision on the Basis of
Technical and Financial Suitability: | may allow the
tender process to continue and approve the firm, as it
fulfils all technical and financial criteria and has
submitted the lowest bid.
€ This option prioritises administrative efficiency,
timely completion of the project, and economic
development.
€ However, due to the close family connection
involved, such a decision—though procedurally
correct—may be perceived as biased.

O This perception can erode public trust, invite
media scrutiny, and undermine the credibility
of the administration.

® Option 2: Recuse Myself from the Decision-Making
Process: | may formally recuse myself from the decision
and transfer the matter to a neutral senior officer or an
appropriate authority.
€ This option effectively addresses both real and
perceived conflicts of interest and reflects my
commitment to impartiality, probity, and ethical
governance.
€ Although this may cause minor procedural delays
or be seen as avoidance of responsibility, it
significantly  strengthens transparency and
safeguardstheinstitution from ethical controversy.
® Option 3: Refer the Matter to an Independent
Committee: | may place the final decision before an
independent, multi-member committee, ensuring
proper documentation and recorded reasoning.
€ This promotes collective decision-making, limits
individual discretion, and enhances transparency
and fairness.

€ While this approach may lead to some delay, it
provides strong ethical defensibility and protects
the administration from allegations of favouritism
or arbitrariness.
Option 4: Seek Written Legal and Vigilance Clearance:
I may seek formal written advice from the legal and
vigilance authorities before proceeding further. This
ensures strict procedural compliance and reinforces
institutional accountability.
€ However, while such clearance may protect
against legal violations, it may not fully address
ethical concerns arising from public perception
and moral responsibility.
Option 5: Cancel the Tender and Invite Fresh Bids: |
may cancel the ongoing tender process and invite fresh
bids to eliminate any suspicion of bias. This option
demonstrates the highest level of fairness,
transparency, and ethical caution.
€@ At the same time, it may result in project delays,
cost escalation, and reduced investor confidence,
especially when no explicit legal impropriety has
been established.

C. Which course of action would you choose and justify
your decision on ethical grounds.

Chosen Course of Action and Ethical Justification

Chosen Action: Recuse myself from the decision-
making process and refer the matter to an independent
authority/committee.

Justification:

Upholding Impartiality: Impartiality is a foundational
value of public service. The involvement of a firm
owned by a close relative of my spouse creates a
situation where my objectivity may be questioned.

@ Even if the decision is technically correct, recusal
ensures that no personal relationship influences
official decision-making.

Ensuring Integrity and Probity: By stepping aside, |
demonstrate integrity and commitment to probity in
public life.

@ This reinforces the idea that public office is a
position of trust and must be exercised with the
highest ethical standards.
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® Strengthening Transparency and Accountability:
Referring the decision to an independent committee
promotes transparency and collective decision-making.
€ Proper documentation and objective evaluation
make the final outcome ethically and
administratively defensible.
® Balancing Development with Ethics: Although recusal
may lead to a short delay in project execution, ethical
governance cannot be compromised for administrative
convenience.
€ Llong-term public trust outweighs short-term
efficiency gains.
® Setting a Moral Example: Such an action sets a positive
ethical precedent for subordinates and strengthens
the ethical culture within the administration,
reinforcing values like fairness, objectivity, and
responsibility.
D. How can institutional mechanisms be strengthened to
prevent such dilemmas in public administration?
Strengthening Institutional Mechanisms to Prevent Ethical
Dilemmas

® Clear and Enforceable Conflict of Interest Rules:
Comprehensive conflict of interest guidelines should
clearly define familial, financial, and personal
relationships.

€ Mandatory disclosure and standardized recusal
procedures reduce ambiguity and prevent
discretionary misuse. This ensures ethical clarity
for public officials.

® Institutionalised Recusal and Delegation Framework:
Formal mechanisms for automatic recusal in sensitive
cases should be embedded in service rules.

@ Decision-making authority must seamlessly shift
to independent officers or committees. This
minimizes delays while safeguarding impartiality.

® Independent Oversight and Vigilance Bodies:
Strengthening vigilance commissions and internal
ethics committees enhances accountability.

€ Regular audits and proactive scrutiny deter
ethical violations. Independent oversight
reassures the public of fair governance.

® Transparency Through Documentation and Public
Disclosure: Recording reasons for key decisions and
proactive disclosure of potential conflicts improves
transparency.
€@ Open processes reduce suspicion and media
controversy. Transparency acts as a preventive
ethical tool.
® Ethical Training and Value-Based Capacity Building:
Regular ethics training sensitizes civil servants to real-
life dilemmas.
@ Case-based learning fosters ethical reasoning

beyond rule compliance. A value-driven
administrative culture reduces ethical conflicts at
the source.

Conclusion:

The decision-making process must be transparent,
impartial, and free from personal influence to maintain
public trust and administrative credibility. Adopting
measures such as recusal, delegation, or independent
oversight ensures ethical governance while allowing timely
completion of the project.

39. Ms. Leena Chatterjee is serving as a Principal Secretary
(Urban Development) in a State that has committed to
ambitious climate-resilient infrastructure targets. A
flagship metro rail extension project—partially funded
by an international development agency—has reached
an advanced stage.

An internal audit flags that while the project complies
with existing environmental clearances, it falls short of
newly issued climate-adaptation guidelines that
recommend additional flood-resilience features.
Incorporating these measures would significantly raise
costs and delay completion by at least a year. The funding
agency has informally indicated that continued financing
depends on timely delivery, not retroactive compliance.

At the same time, climate scientists and civil society
groups warn that ignoring the updated standards could
expose future commuters to serious risks. Political
executives emphasise the urgency of inaugurating the
project before the next election cycle, while senior
bureaucrats caution that reopening approvals could
trigger litigation and administrative paralysis.

Prepare with DrishtilAS

UPSC

W EILH

Test Series >
2026

UPSC

1P

Classroom> %{_gl
r
o+

Courses O

-
SCAN ME

IAS Current
Affairs Module
Course

Drishti
Learning
App

www.drishtiias.com



www.drishtiias.com

Questions:

A. What are the ethical issues involved in this case?

B. What options are available to Ms. Chatterjee?
Evaluate the merits and demerits of each.

C. Which course of action should Ms. Chatterjee adopt
to balance public interest, sustainability, and
administrative responsibility? Justify your answer.

Stakeholders Involved

Ms. Leena Chatterjee (Principal Secretary, Urban
Development): She is the key decision-maker
responsible for balancing development goals, ethical
governance, sustainability, and administrative
accountability.

Urban Commuters and Future Citizens: Daily users of
the metro who may face safety risks in the future if
climate-resilience measures are ignored.

Residents of Flood-Prone Areas: Vulnerable
communities who could be disproportionately affected
by inadequate flood-adaptation in infrastructure.
Climate Scientists and Environmental Experts:
Professionals advocating evidence-based policymaking
and long-term climate resilience.

Civil Society Organisations (CSOs): Groups representing
public interest, environmental justice, and inter-
generational equity.

Political Executive and Elected Representatives:
Focused on timely project completion and political
visibility before elections.

Senior Bureaucrats and Implementing Agencies:
Concerned about procedural delays, litigation, and
administrative feasibility.

International Development Funding Agency: Financial
stakeholder prioritising project timelines and cost
discipline.

Taxpayers and the State Exchequer: Bear the financial
burden of cost overruns or future disaster-related
damages.

A. What are the ethical issues involved in this case?

Ethical Issues Involved in the Case

Public Safety vs Administrative Convenience: At the
heart of the case is the ethical responsibility to protect
public life.

Mains Answer Writing Consolidation January, 2026 BZ.

€ While the project meets existing clearances,
ignoring updated climate-adaptation standards
may expose commuters to serious risks.

@ Ethical governance demands prioritising human
safety over procedural comfort or deadlines.

Short-Term Political Gains vs Long-Term Public

Interest: Political executives are focused on
inauguration before elections, reflecting short-
termism.

@ In contrast, ethical administration requires long-
term vision, sustainability, and resilience,
especially in climate-sensitive infrastructure.

Legal Compliance vs Moral Responsibility: Although
the project is legally compliant, ethics goes beyond
legality.

@ This raises the issue of moral courage, whether a
public servant should act merely as a rule-follower
or as a trustee of public welfare.

Inter-Generational Equity: Ignoring updated climate
standards transfers risk and cost to future generations.
This violates the ethical principle of inter-generational
justice, a key pillar of sustainable development.

Accountability to International Commitments: The
state has committed to climate-resilient infrastructure.

@ Ethical inconsistency between policy
commitments and administrative action
undermines  credibility and integrity in
governance.

Pressure vs Professional Integrity: Ms. Chatterjee
faces pressure from political leadership and funding
agencies. Yielding to such pressure may compromise
bureaucratic neutrality, integrity, and independence.
Risk of Precedent Setting: Proceeding without
adaptation may normalise bypassing updated
standards, creating a moral hazard for future projects.

B. What options are available to Ms. Chatterjee? Evaluate
the merits and demerits of each.

Options Available to Ms. Chatterjee
® Option 1: Proceed with the Project as Planned (Ignore

New Guidelines)
¢ Merits

O Ensures timely completion and avoids
funding withdrawal




O Prevents litigation and bureaucratic delays

O Aligns with political expectations and
administrative continuity
€ Demerits
O Compromises public safety and climate
resilience
O Violates principles of precaution and

sustainability
O Weakens ethical leadership and public trust
O Risks future disaster-related losses and
reputational damage

@ Ethical Assessment:
ethically weak.

Legally defensible but

® Option 2: Fully Incorporate New Climate-Adaptation

Measures
¢ Merits
O Prioritises safety, sustainability, and scientific
evidence
O Upholds inter-generational equity and

precautionary principle
O Demonstrates moral courage and ethical
leadership

€ Demerits
O Significant cost escalation and delays
O Risk of funding withdrawal

O Possible litigation and  administrative
paralysis
@ Ethical Assessment: Ethically ideal but

administratively risky if done abruptly.

® Option 3: Seek a Middle Path (Phased or Selective

Adaptation)
¢ Merits
O Balances sustainability with feasibility
O Introduces critical flood-resilience features
immediately
O Minimises delays and cost escalation
O Demonstrates practical wisdom (phronesis)
€ Demerits
O May attract criticism for partial compliance
O Requires careful technical prioritisation
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@ Ethical Assessment: Balanced and pragmatic,
aligns ethics with governance realities.
Option 4: Escalate the Matter with Full Transparency
€ Merits
O Ensures collective decision-making

O Protects Ms.
blame

Chatterjee from unilateral

O Enhances transparency and accountability
¢ Demerits
O Time-consuming
O Risk of politicisation
@ Ethical Assessment: Institutionally sound but
needs complementary action.
Ms. Chatterjee should adopt a balanced, ethically
defensible, and administratively prudent course of
action, combining Option 3 and Option 4.

C. Which course of action should Ms. Chatterjee adopt to
balance public interest, sustainability, and administrative

responsibility? Justify your answer.

Preferred Course of Action:

Phased Climate Adaptation

with Transparent Escalation

Steps:

Prioritise Critical Adaptation Measures: Identify the
most essential climate-resilient features, such as flood
barriers or drainage improvements, that mitigate the
highest Implement these
immediately without waiting for full-scale retrofitting.

risks for commuters.
Phased Upgradation: Plan the remaining adaptation
measures in phases to limit cost escalation and avoid
significant delays, ensuring long-term sustainability is
not compromised.

Transparent Communication: Escalate the issue to the
political leadership, funding agency, and relevant
technical committees, presenting clear cost-benefit
and risk analyses. Maintain detailed documentation to
protect administrative accountability.

Stakeholder Engagement: Involve civil society, climate
experts, and community representatives to validate
priorities, build consensus, and enhance public trust.

www.drishtiias.com
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® Monitoring and Contingency Planning: Establish ® |Institutional Accountability: By placing facts

monitoring mechanisms to track the implementation transparently before political leadership and funding
of phased measures and prepare contingency plans for agencies, Ms. Chatterjee upholds procedural integrity
potential climate-related risks. and shared responsibility.

Justification ® Alignment with Constitutional Values:This approach

reflects Article 21 (right to life), public trust doctrine,

® Primacy of Public Interest: Public safety and resilience R .
and the precautionary principle.

cannot be compromised. Selectively incorporating
critical flood-resilience measures ensures risk
reduction without derailing the project.

® Setting the Right Precedent: It signals that climate
adaptation is not optional but negotiable only in form,
not in spirit.

® Ethics of Responsibility (Max Weber): This approach
balances moral intent with practical consequences—

Conclusion:

Ms. Chatterjee must act not merely as an administrator,
but as a trustee of public welfare and future generations.
By adopting a phased, transparent, and science-based
® Sustainability without Paralysis: A phased approach = approach, she can reconcile development goals with ethical

prevents administrative paralysis while aligning = governance, sustainability, and democratic accountability,
infrastructure with evolving climate realities. embodying the true spirit of public service.
EEE

avoiding ethical absolutism while not surrendering to
expediency.
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ESSAY

40. “Technology can amplify human potential, but it cannot
replace human judgment.”
Quotes to Enrich your Essay
® Albert Einstein: “It has become appallingly obvious
that our technology has exceeded our humanity.”

® Aristotle: “The educated differ from the uneducated as
much as the living differ from the dead.”

® Hannah Arendt: “The most radical revolutionary will
become a conservative the day after the revolution.”
Introduction: Interpreting the Statement
® Technology has transformed human capabilities by
enhancing speed, scale, accuracy, and reach.
® From artificial intelligence to automation, machines
increasingly assist decision-making across domains.
® However, the statement highlights a critical distinction:
technology is an enabler, not a moral agent.
® Humanjudgment, shaped by values, context, empathy,
and responsibility—remains irreplaceable.
Philosophical and Ethical Foundations
® Tool vs Agent

€ Technology operates on data, algorithms, and
predefined rules.

€ Human judgment involves conscience, ethical
reasoning, and moral accountability.

@ Avristotle viewed phronesis (practical wisdom) as
the capacity to judge rightly in complex
situations—something machines lack.

® Limits of Algorithmic Rationality

@ Algorithms optimize measurable outcomes but
cannot grasp moral nuance.

€ Max Weber against
rationalisation that sidelines human values.

cautioned excessive
® Indian Philosophical Insight
€ Indian thought emphasises viveka (discriminative
wisdom)—the ability to distinguish right from
wrong beyond logic.

Technology as an Amplifier of Human Potential
® Efficiency and Scale

@ Al enhances diagnostics in healthcare, precision
in agriculture, and efficiency in governance.

€ Digital platforms expand access to education,
finance, and information.
® (Creativity and Innovation
@ Technology augments human creativity through
design tools, simulations, and research assistance.
€ Humanimagination, however, remains the source
of originality and purpose.
® Decision Support, Not Decision Authority
@ Technology can inform choices but should not
dictate them.

€ Data can guide, but judgment must decide.
Why Human Judgment Remains Irreplaceable
® Ethical Decision-Making

€@ Moral dilemmas require empathy, compassion,
and contextual understanding.

€ A machine cannot feel responsibility or guilt for its
outcomes.

® Bias and Accountability
@ Algorithmsinherit biases from data and designers.
€ Humans must exercise judgment to correct,
contextualise, and take responsibility.
® Uncertainty and Complexity
€ Real-world
dynamic.

situations are ambiguous and
€ Human intuition and experience help navigate
uncertainty beyond coded rules.
Contemporary Relevance
® Artificial Intelligence and Governance
@ Predictive policing, automated welfare decisions,
and surveillance raise ethical concerns.
€ Human oversight is essential to prevent exclusion,

injustice, and dehumanisation.
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® Healthcare and Education

@ Al assists diagnosis and personalised learning.

€ Final decisions require compassion, ethical
discretion, and understanding of human
emotions.

® Workplace and Society
€ Automation replaces routine tasks but elevates
the value of judgment, leadership, and ethical
reasoning.
@ The future of work favours humans who can think,
decide, and empathise.
Risks of Over-Reliance on Technology
® Abdication of moral responsibility
® Reduction of complex human issues to technical
problems
® Erosion of critical thinking and ethical agency
® Unchecked technological dominance risks producing
efficient systems without wisdom.
Ethical Synthesis
® Technology extends human capability;
defines human responsibility.

judgment

® Machines answer “how”; humans must decide “why”
and “whether.”
® Progress must balance innovation with wisdom,
efficiency with ethics.
Conclusion:

Technology is a powerful amplifier of human potential,
but it cannot replace the moral compass that guides
human action. Judgment, rooted in values, empathy, and
responsibility, remains uniquely human. In shaping the
future, societies must ensure that technology serves human
judgment rather than substitutes it. The greatest danger lies
not in thinking machines, but in humans who stop thinking.

41. “Cultural roots give societies resilience in times of rapid
change.”
Quotes to Enrich your Essay
® Mahatma Gandhi:
hearts and in the soul of its people.”

“A nation’s culture resides in the
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® Rabindranath Tagore: “The highest education is that
which does not merely give us information but makes
our life in harmony with all existence.”

® Jawaharlal Nehru: “culture is the widening of the mind
and of the spirit”.

® Amartya Sen: “Cultural influences are integral to
development.

Introduction: Interpreting the Statement

® Rapid change driven by globalisation, technology,
climate shifts, and economic transformation often
creates uncertainty and social stress.

® Cultural roots, shared values, traditions, collective
memory, and identity, provide societies with continuity
and meaning amid disruption.

® The statement suggests that resilience does not
emerge solely from material strength, but from cultural
depth that enables adaptation without loss of identity.

® AsJawaharlal Nehru observed, “culture is the widening
of the mind and of the spirit”.

Philosophical and Conceptual Foundations

® Culture as Collective Memory: Culture preserves
accumulated wisdom across generations.
€ It acts as a moral compass when institutions or
technologies evolve faster than ethics.
® Continuity and Change: Rabindranath Tagore viewed
culture as dynamic—rooted in tradition yet open to
renewal.
@ Change becomes sustainable when anchored in
familiar values rather than abrupt rupture.
® Indian Civilisational Thought: The idea of Sanatana
reflects continuity through adaptation, not rigidity.

€ Indian civilisation has survived invasions,
colonialism, and modernisation due to cultural
elasticity.

Historical Perspective: Culture as a Source of Endurance
® |[ndia’s Survival: Despite political
fragmentation, India retained linguistic, philosophical,
and spiritual continuity.

Civilisational

& Traditions of pluralism, tolerance, and debate
helped absorb external influences.
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® Social Reform Movements
@ Reformers like Raja Ram Mohan Roy and Swami
Vivekananda drew strength from cultural roots
while challenging regressive practices.
€ Reform succeeded because it appealed to internal
values rather than external imposition.
® Global Experiences: Japan modernised rapidly during
the Meiji Restoration while retaining cultural identity.
€ Indigenous societies that preserved traditions
demonstrated resilience against cultural erosion.
Culture and Social Cohesion
® Shared Identity: Cultural
narratives foster belonging and solidarity.

symbols, rituals, and
@ In times of crisis, shared identity strengthens
collective response.
® Moral Framework: Cultural norms shape notions of
duty, responsibility, and sacrifice.
€ During pandemics or disasters, community values
often enable cooperation beyond formal rules.
® Intergenerational Stability: Cultural
continuity of values despite changing

transmission
ensures
circumstances.
€ Youth grounded in cultural confidence adapt
better to global influences.
Contemporary Relevance

® Globalisation and Homogenisation: Rapid cultural
homogenisation risks weakening social cohesion.
@ Cultural roots help societies engage globally
without losing uniqueness.
® Technology and Cultural Expression: Digital platforms
have transformed culture but also revived languages,
arts, and traditions.
€ Technology becomes a tool for cultural
preservation when guided by values.
® Migration and Multiculturalism: Cultural roots provide
migrants with identity and psychological stability.
€ Host societies with strong cultural confidence
integrate diversity more effectively.

Challenges and Cautions
® Cultural roots must not become cultural rigidity.
® Blind traditionalism can resist necessary reform.
® True resilience lies in discerning preservation, not
uncritical nostalgia.
Ethical Synthesis
® Culture offers societies emotional strength, moral
clarity, and adaptive capacity.
® Roots do not restrain growth; they stabilize it.
® Change without cultural grounding risks alienation and
fragmentation.
Conclusion:

In times of rapid change, cultural roots act as anchors
that prevent societies from drifting into disorientation. They
provide continuity, confidence, and collective wisdom that
enable adaptation without erasure. Societies that nurture
their cultural foundations do not resist change; they shape
it on their own terms.

42. Technology empowers, but institutions humanise
governance.
Quotes to Enrich your Essay
® Max Weber: “The fate of our times is characterised by
rationalisation and intellectualisation.”
® Amartya Sen: “Development is about expanding the
real freedoms that people enjoy.”
® Peter Drucker: “The best way to predict the future is to
create it.”
® Hannah Arendt: “Bureaucracy is the rule of nobody.”
Introduction: Interpreting the Statement
® The digital age has transformed governance by
enhancing speed, scale, and precision through
technology.
€ Yet governance is not merely about efficient
service delivery; it is about fairness, trust,
accountability, and dignity.
® The statement underscores a crucial balance: while
technology empowers governance mechanically,
institutions humanise it ethically.
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€ As Max Weber cautioned, efficiency without
values risks reducing governance to
administration rather than public service.

Technology as an Empowering Force in Governance
® Efficiency, Scale, and Reach

€ Digital platforms have expanded state capacity to
reach millions simultaneously.

€ India’s JAM Trinity (Jan Dhan—Aadhaar—Mobile)
has enabled Direct Benefit Transfers (DBT),
significantly reducing leakages.

O The World Bank estimates DBT savings in
India at X3.48 lakh crore since 2014 through
reduced duplication and ghost beneficiaries.
® Transparency and Data-Driven Decision-Making

€ E-governance portals, real-time dashboards, and
GIS mapping improve monitoring and targeting.

€ Platforms like COWIN facilitated over 2.2 billion
COVID-19 vaccine doses, showcasing
technological empowerment at scale.

® (Citizen Convenience

€@ Online services reduce transaction costs, time
delays, and bureaucratic discretion.

& Digital land records, tax filing portals, and
grievance platforms enhance ease of interaction
with the state.

@ For instance, over 95% of rural land records
(covering 6.26 lakh villages) are computerised
under DILRMP & SVAMITVA.

Limits of Technology-Driven Governance
® Exclusion and Digital Divide

€ According to NFHS-5, only 33.3% of women have
ever used the internet, compared to 57.1% of
men.

€ Over-reliance on digital systems risks excluding
the elderly, informal workers, and digitally
illiterate populations.

® Algorithmic Rigidity

€ Automated welfare systems may deny benefits

due to minor data mismatches.

€ Technology lacks empathy and contextual
understanding in exceptional cases.
Prepdadre
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® Accountability Gaps
@ Algorithms diffuse responsibility—errors often
lack a clear authority for redress.
€ Governance requires moral accountability, not
just technical accuracy.
Institutions as the Human Face of Governance
® Rule-Based yet Discretionary
€ |Institutions such as the civil services, judiciary,
and local governments interpret rules with
sensitivity.
€ Human discretion allows flexibility in disaster
relief, social welfare, and grievance redressal.
® Trust and Legitimacy
@ |Institutions build trust through
fairness, and responsiveness.

continuity,

€ For instance, Gram Sabhas under the Panchayati
Raj system enable participatory decision-making
rooted in local realities.

® Accountability and Ethical Oversight

€ Independent institutions like the Election
Commission and Comptroller and Auditor General
ensure integrity beyond technological tools.

€ RTI Act empowers citizens through institutional
transparency rather than technological control
alone.

Complementarity: Technology Serving Institutional Values
® Technology as an Enabler, Not a Substitute

@ |Institutions provide the ethical framework within
which technology operates.

@ Digital courts, for example, increase access but
judicial wisdom remains irreplaceable.

® Hybrid Governance Models

@ |Initiatives like Mission Mode Projects integrate
technology with institutional oversight.

@ Grievance redressal portals succeed when backed
by accountable officials and time-bound
responses.

® Crisis Management

€ During COVID-19, technology enabled tracking

and delivery, but institutional compassion—food
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distribution, relaxed documentation norms—
ensured humane governance.

Global and Comparative Perspective
® Estonia’s Digital State
€ Estonia’s e-governance model demonstrates high

efficiency, yet strong institutional trust underpins
its success.

€ Without institutional integrity, digital systems risk
becoming tools of surveillance rather than service.
® Developing World Context

€ In low-capacity states, technology without
institutions often deepens inequality and
exclusion.

€ The UNDP emphasises that institutional strength
determines whether digital governance empowers
or alienates citizens.
Ethical Synthesis

® Technology answers the question of “how fast” and
“how much.”
® |nstitutions answer the question of “how fair” and
“how humane.”
® Governance succeeds when efficiency is guided by
empathy and accountability.
Conclusion

Technology has expanded the reach and capability of
modern governance, but it is institutions that preserve its
human soul. Data, algorithms, and platforms can empower
the state, yet only credible institutions can ensure justice,
dignity, and trust. Sustainable governance lies not in
choosing between technology and institutions, but in
harmonising technological empowerment with institutional
humanism.

43. Progress without purpose is movement without meaning.
Quotes to Enrich your Essay
® Viktor Frankl: “Life is never made unbearable by

circumstances, but only by lack of meaning and
purpose.”

® Mahatma Gandhi: “Earth provides enough to satisfy
every man’s needs, but not every man’s greed.”

® Aristotle: “Happiness is the meaning and the purpose
of life, the whole aim and end of human existence.”
Introduction: Interpreting the Statement
® Modern societies often equate progress with speed,
growth, and technological advancement.
® However, progress that lacks ethical direction, social
goals, or human purpose risks becoming hollow
motion.
® The statement highlights that advancement must be
guided by values, vision, and outcomes that enhance
human well-being.
Philosophical and Ethical Foundations
® Purpose as the Moral Compass of Progress

@ Aristotle linked human flourishing (eudaimonia)
to purposeful action rather than mere activity.

@ Progress without values becomes instrumental,
reducing humans to means rather than ends.

® Indian Philosophical Insight

@ The concept of Purushartha (Dharma, Artha,
Kama, Moksha) balances material progress with
ethical and spiritual purpose.

€ The Bhagavad Gita emphasises karma guided by
dharma, not blind pursuit of outcomes.

® Modern Thought

€ Amartya Sen views development as expanding
human freedoms, not merely increasing income
or output.

@ Purpose transforms growth into development.

Economic Growth: Quantity vs Quality
® High Growth, Limited Well-being

@ Several economies have achieved rapid GDP
growth without proportional improvements in
health, education, or equality.

@ Despite being among the fastest-growing
economies, India ranks 134th in the Human
Development Index (HDI) 2023, highlighting gaps
between growth and human outcomes.

® Jobless and Unequal Growth

€ Automation and capital-intensive growth have
increased productivity but limited employment
elasticity.
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€ The World Inequality Report shows the top 10%
globally capturing over 52% of global income,
raising concerns about purposeless growth.

® Purpose-Driven Economics

€ Inclusive growth policies—education, skilling,
social security—align economic progress with
social purpose.

Technology and Innovation
® Speed without Direction

€ Rapid technological change has increased
efficiency but also surveillance, misinformation,
and job displacement.

€ Al systems optimize outcomes but cannot define
ethical goals.

® Human-Centric Innovation

@ Purpose-driven technology focuses on solving
real problems—healthcare access, climate
resilience, education.

@ Digital Public Infrastructure in India (Aadhaar,
UPI) demonstrates how technology aligned with
inclusion can expand access and dignity.

® Environmental Costs

€@ Unchecked industrial progress has contributed to
climate change; 2023 was among the warmest
years on record globally.

@ Progress without ecological purpose threatens
long-term survival.

Social and Cultural Dimensions
® Urbanisation and Lifestyle Change

€ Rapid urban growth without planning leads to
congestion, pollution, and social alienation.

@ Cities that prioritise livability, public spaces, and
community foster meaningful progress.

® Education and Skill Formation

@ Education focused solely on credentials produces
employability without wisdom.

@ Purposeful education cultivates critical thinking,
ethics, and citizenship.

® Cultural Continuity

€ Societies that preserve values alongside change

maintain coherence and resilience.
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@ Cultural roots provide direction to progress.
Governance and Public Policy
® Policy Outcomes vs Policy Intent

@ Schemes designed around targets may miss
human realities if purpose is lost.

@ For example, Direct Benefit Transfers reduced
leakages, but grievance redressal institutions
ensure humane delivery.

® Global Goals as Purpose Anchors

@ The UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
provide a purpose-driven framework linking
growth to equity, sustainability, and dignity.

@ Progress measured against SDGs integrates
economic, social, and environmental aims.

Ethical Synthesis
® Movement indicates change; purpose gives direction.
® Progress must answer “why” before optimising “how.”
® \Without ethical grounding, advancement risks
deepening inequality, alienation, and ecological harm.
Conclusion
Progress acquires meaning only when guided by
purpose that enhances human dignity, equity, and
sustainability. Growth without direction may accelerate
change, but it cannot ensure well-being. Societies that align
innovation, economy, and governance with ethical vision
convert motion into meaningful advancement.

44, Nature protects those who protect it.
Quotes to Enrich Your Essay
® Mahatma Gandhi: “The Earth provides enough to
satisfy every man’s needs, but not every man’s greed.”
® Rachel Carson: “In nature nothing exists alone.”

® Antodnio Guterres: “ Nature is humanity’s best friend.
Nature is our life-support system.”

Introduction: Interpreting the Statement
® The statement reflects a principle of reciprocity
between humanity and the natural world.
® Nature is not merely a passive resource but a living
system that responds to human actions.
® When societies conserve ecosystems, they enhance
resilience against disasters, disease, and climate risks.
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® Conversely, ecological neglect invites environmental,
economic, and social consequences.
Philosophical and Ethical Foundations
® Interdependence of Life
€ Indian philosophy views nature as Prakriti—a
sustaining force rather than a commodity.
€ The idea of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam recognises
harmony between humans and nature.
® Environmental Ethics
€ Aldo Leopold’s “land ethic” argues that humans
are members, not masters, of the ecological
community.
@ Ethical stewardship ensures long-term survival
rather than short-term exploitation.
® Indigenous Wisdom
¢ Tribal communities protect forests because
livelihoods, culture, and survival are intertwined.
€ Conservation emerges naturally when nature is
seen as kin, not capital.
Evidence from Ecology and Science
® Ecosystem Services as Natural Protection
€ Mangroves reduce cyclone impact by absorbing
storm surges.
€@ After the 2004 tsunami, villages with intact
mangroves in Pichavaram, Tamil Nadu suffered
significantly lower damage than those without.
® Forests and Climate Regulation
@ Forests absorb nearly one-third of global CO,
emissions annually.
@ Deforestation increases flood frequency, soil
erosion, and heat stress.
® Biodiversity and Health
@ Healthy ecosystems reduce zoonotic disease
spillovers.
€ WHO estimates that 60% of emerging infectious
diseases are zoonotic, often linked to habitat
destruction.
Development and Disaster Resilience
® Nature-Based Solutions
€ Wetlands act as natural flood buffers(Kidneys of
earth) ; their destruction worsens urban flooding,
as seen in cities like Chennai and Bengaluru.

€ River floodplains, when reduce

disaster recovery costs.

preserved,

® Economic Returns of Conservation

@ UNEP estimates that every $1 invested in
ecosystem restoration yields $9-30 in benefits.

@ Sustainable fisheries protect livelihoods while
maintaining marine biodiversity.

® Agriculture and Soil Health

€ Overuse of chemicals degrades soil fertility.

@ Regions adopting organic and regenerative
farming show improved vyields and climate
resilience.

Contemporary Challenges
® Climate change intensifies floods, droughts, and
heatwaves.
® [|n 2024, India experienced extreme weather events on
322 out of 366 days, surpassing the 318 days in 2023.
® Environmental degradation disproportionately harms
the poor, widening inequality.
Ethical Synthesis
® Protecting nature is not charity; it is enlightened self-
interest.
® Conservation strengthens food security, public health,
and disaster resilience.
® Ecological balance ensures intergenerational justice.
Conclusion
Nature responds to human choices with precision,
not sentiment. Societies that protect ecosystems enhance
their own security, health, and prosperity. In an age of
climate uncertainty, environmental stewardship is no longer
optional, it is essential for survival. By protecting nature,
humanity safeguards its own future.

45. Developmentis not merely the expansion of choices, but
the cultivation of conscience.
Quotes to Enrich Your Essay
® Mahatma Gandhi: “Recall the face of the poorest and
the weakest man you have seen, and ask yourself if the
step you contemplate is going to be of any use to him”
® Immanuel Kant: “Act only according to that maxim
whereby you can at the same time that it should
become a universal law.”
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Introduction: Interpreting the Statement

® Development is often measured through income,
consumption, and options available to individuals.

® While expanding choices is important, it does not
automatically lead to ethical or sustainable outcomes.

® The statement asserts that true development requires
moral awareness, responsibility, and restraint.

® Without conscience, expanded choices can result in

inequality, environmental damage, and social erosion.
Philosophical and Ethical Foundations
® Choice vs Responsibility
€ Freedom without responsibility leads to
exploitation.

@ Ethics give direction to freedom, preventing
harm to others.
® Indian Thought
@ The concept of Dharma integrates rights with
duties.
€ Development must balance Artha (material
prosperity) with moral obligation.
® Modern Development Thought

€@ Amartya Sen emphasises freedom, but freedom
gains meaning only when exercised ethically.

€ Conscience transforms choice into responsible
action.
Economic Development and Moral Limits
® Rising Income, Rising Inequality
@ Global GDP has increased significantly, yet the top
10% own over 76% of global wealth.
€@ Unchecked consumerism prioritises choice over
equity.
® Consumption and Sustainability

€ High-income lifestyles generate disproportionate
carbon emissions.
@ The richest 1% of humanity is responsible for
more carbon emissions than the poorest 66%.
® Labour and Dignity
€ Gig economies expand choice but often weaken
job security.
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€ Development without labour ethics undermines
human dignity.
Technology, Choice, and Conscience
® Digital Freedom
€ Social media expands expression but also
amplifies misinformation and hate.
@ Ethical digital citizenship is essential to prevent
societal harm.
® Artificial Intelligence
@ Al enhances efficiency but raises concerns of
bias, surveillance, and exclusion.
€ Without ethical oversight, technological choices
can deepen injustice.
® Consumer Culture
€ Advertising-driven choice promotes excess rather
than need.

€ Sustainable
awareness.

consumption requires moral
Governance and Public Policy
® Welfare with Responsibility
@ Social schemes succeed when accompanied by
accountability and transparency.
@ |Institutions nurture conscience by embedding
ethics into policy design.
® Environmental Governance
@ Development projects without ecological
conscience cause displacement and degradation.
€ Sustainable development integrates
environmental limits with human aspiration.
® Global Frameworks
@ The SDGs emphasise inclusive
sustainability, and ethical responsibility.

growth,

@ They recognise that development is as much
moral as material.
Ethical Synthesis
® Choices expand capacity; conscience directs purpose.
® Development without conscience creates abundance
without justice.

® Moral cultivation ensures long-term sustainability and
social trust.
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We should constantly push for Sustainable
development, as articulated in the Brundtland Report
(1987), that refers to development that meets present
needs without compromising the ability of future

generations to meet their own.

Conclusion:

True development lies not in multiplying choices, but

in guiding them with conscience. A society that cultivates
ethical awareness alongside economic growth ensures dignity,

sustainability, and harmony. In the absence of conscience,
progress becomes hollow expansion; with conscience, it
becomes human advancement.

46. “Institutions endure when values outlive individuals.”

Quotes to Enrich Your Essay:

Chester A. Arthur: “Men may die, but the fabrics of
free institutions remain.”

John Adams: “To the end it may be a government of
laws and not of men.”

Jawaharlal Nehru: “We are little men serving great
causes, but because the cause is great, something of
that greatness falls upon us.”

Introduction: Interpreting the Statement

Institutions, political, social, economic, or cultural, are
meant to provide continuity beyond individual
tenures.

Individuals bring energy and vision, but values provide
legitimacy, trust, and resilience.

The statement suggests that institutions survive
leadership change only when anchored in shared
ethical foundations rather than personal authority.
History shows that personality-driven systems fade,
while value-driven institutions endure.

Philosophical and Ethical Foundations

Values as Institutional Memory
€ Values act as the moral DNA of institutions,
guiding decisions even in the absence of founding
leaders.
€ Aristotle viewed virtue as habitual practice, not
episodic brilliance- institutions mirror this logic.

Indian Perspective

@ The idea of Maryada (normative limits) ensures
institutions function above individuals.

& Dr. B.R. Ambedkar emphasised constitutional
morality to sustain democracy beyond charismatic
leadership.

Power vs Principle

@ Institutions centred on individuals risk becoming
fragile and arbitrary.

@ Value-based institutions distribute authority,
ensuring predictability and fairness.

Historical and Comparative Evidence

Indian Experience

@ The Indian Constitution has endured over seven
decades despite political changes because of
embedded values, liberty, equality, fraternity.

@ Institutions like the Election Commission have
maintained credibility when insulated by ethical
norms, not personalities.

Global Examples

@ Post-war Germany rebuilt institutions around
democratic values, preventing a return to
authoritarianism.

€ In contrast, regimes centred on cult personalities
often collapsed after leadership change.

Corporate and Social Institutions

€ Organisations with strong ethical
outperform personality-driven firms in the long
run.

cultures

@ Studies show that companies with strong
governance frameworks have lower volatility and
higher stakeholder trust.

Contemporary Relevance

Governance and Administration

€ Frequent leadership transitions test institutional
resilience.

@ |Institutions guided by transparency,
accountability, and service norms adapt
smoothly.
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® Judiciary, Media, and Civil Society
@ |Institutional credibility depends on adherence to
values, not individual fame.

@ Where values erode,
irrespective of talent.

public trust declines

® Digital Age Challenges
¢ Technology around

individuals.

can centralise power
€ Strong institutional values are needed to prevent
arbitrariness and misuse.
Ethical Synthesis
® |ndividuals initiate change and values institutionalise
it.
® Personal charisma may inspire, but ethical continuity
sustains.
® |Institutions endure when rules, norms, and conscience
outlast individuals.
Conclusion:

Institutions are societal contracts across generations.
When values outlive individuals, institutions gain legitimacy,
resilience, and public trust. Societies that prioritise ethical
foundations over personality cults ensure continuity amid
change. Ultimately, enduring institutions are monuments
not to individuals, but to shared values.

47. “In a connected world, empathy is the new currency of
leadership.”
Quotes to Enrich Your Essay:
® Mahatma Gandhi: “The best way to find yourself is to
lose yourself in the service of others.”

® Theodore Roosevelt: “People don’t care how much
you know until they know how much you care.”
® Daniel Goleman: “Empathy represents the foundation
skill for all social competencies.”
® Martin Luther King Jr.: “Life’s most persistent and
urgent question is: What are you doing for others?”
Introduction: Interpreting the Statement
instant

® Globalisation, digital media, and

communication have deeply interconnected societies.
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® In such a world, leadership is no longer exercised
through authority alone but through understanding
and trust.
® The statement suggests that empathy, the ability to
understand and relate to others’ experiences, has
become a key source of influence and legitimacy.
® Leadership today is judged as much by emotional
intelligence as by technical competence.
Philosophical and Ethical Foundations
® Empathy as Moral Intelligence
@ Ethics begins with recognising the dignity and
suffering of others.
€ Adam Smith argued that sympathy is the basis of
moral judgment.
® Indian Ethical Thought
@ Karuna (compassion) lies at the heart of Indian
philosophy.
€ Mahatma Gandhi’s leadership derived moral
authority from empathy with the poorest.
® Leadership Beyond Control
€ Authority can command compliance but empathy
earns commitment.
@ In diverse societies,
bridges divisions.

empathetic leadership
Empathy in Governance and Public Life
® Policy Design

€@ Empathetic governance considers lived realities
rather than abstract metrics.

@ During Covid-19, governments that recognised
migrant distress and relaxed documentation
norms responded more humanely.

® Trust and Legitimacy

€ Edelman Trust Barometer (2023) shows that
empathy is among the top drivers of trust in
leadership.

@ Leaders perceived as indifferent lose credibility
rapidly in the digital age.

® Crisis Leadership

€ Natural disasters and conflicts demand emotional

reassurance alongside logistical efficiency.
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€@ Empathy strengthens social cohesion during
crises.

Corporate, Social, and Global Leadership
® Workplace Leadership

@ Empathetic leaders  improve
engagement and reduce burnout.

employee

€ Studies indicate organisations with empathetic
cultures show higher productivity and retention.
® Global Diplomacy
€ In an interconnected world, understanding
cultural sensitivities prevents conflict escalation.
€ Soft power increasingly depends on values and
emotional resonance, not coercion.
® Technology and Social Media
@ Leaders are constantly visible and accountable.
@ lack of empathy is quickly amplified and
penalised in public perception.
Challenges and Misconceptions
® Empathy is often mistaken for weakness, whereas it
requires emotional strength.

® Performative empathy without action erodes trust.
® True empathy must translate into inclusive decisions
and fair outcomes.
Ethical Synthesis
® Connectivity amplifies voices and empathy interprets
them.
Leadership today is relational, not hierarchical.
Empathy converts power into trust and authority into
legitimacy.
Conclusion:
In a connected world, leadership is exercised not from
a distance but through engagement and understanding.
Empathy enables leaders to navigate diversity, manage
conflict, and inspire cooperation. As societies become
more interconnected, the ability to feel, listen, and
respond humanely becomes the most valuable currency
of leadership. Without empathy, authority may exist but
leadership does not.
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